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Chilling fact 
is every two 
hours an old 
person dies 
from the cold 


Exclusive by Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

ONE elderly person in Kent is dying 
every two hours during the winter 
months - as a direct result of the cold. 

It means over the course of the three 
winter months - December, January and 
February - around 1,000 people will 
have their death attributed to not being 
warm enough. 

And with fuel costs rocketing, it is 
feared the situation shows little sign of 
easing. 

The shocking statistic was revealed 
by the Kent Community Foundation 
(KCF), based on government figures. 

It was released following the coldest 
week of the year so far, with tempera¬ 
tures plunging as low as -8C at night 
and struggling to get above zero C dur¬ 
ing the day. 

Carol Lynch, chief executive of the 


KCF - an independent charitable foun¬ 
dation helping to raise money for local 
causes - called this colder period “the 
danger time”. 

She said: “When temperatures have 
plummeted, and due to changes in their 
physiology, the elderly - particularly 
those over 75 - are at risk due to the ex¬ 
treme cold.” 

And worryingly, chief executive of 
Age UK in Maidstone, Paul Coles, said in 
parts of Kent many elderly people are 
“capital rich, but cash poor” meaning 
they can’t afford expensive heating bills. 

He explained: “They turn their heat¬ 
ing off to try and save money which is 
one of the problems. 

“Kent has quite extreme weather 
compared to other parts of the country 
and it does tend to snow in winter. 

“If an elderly person can’t get out, 
they become isolated. If they have a fall. 

Continued on page 2 



BATTLING TRAUMA 

SUPPORT: NHS to invest in mental health care for former soldiers - SEE INSIDE 


ENVIRONMENT 

Take part in 
big birdwatch 

THE RSPB is hoping tens of 
thousands of people across 
the county will take part in its 
annual survey to monitor the 
number and variety of birds in 
our gardens this weekend. 

The Big Garden Birdwatch 
is the world's biggest wildlife 
survey. Find out how to take 
part inside. PAGE 3 


LITERATURE 

From ‘geek’ to 
superheroes 

A BEST-selling author, who 
has also penned comic strip 
adventures for superheroes 
such as Superman, Batman, 
Iron Man and X Men, is hoping 
to prove a hit with his first 
novel designed for children. 

We talk to the multi-million 
selling Dan Abnett inside about 
his growing fame. PAGE 16 


CRIME 

Fresh leads in 
hunt for killer 

AN EMOTIONAL memorial 
walk to mark 20 years since 
the brutal death of teen¬ 
ager Claire Tiltman sparked a 
number of calls to police. 

The 16-year-old was 
stabbed as she walked to a 
friends house in 1993. Her 
killer has never been found. 

Full details inside. PAGE 8 
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CARE 


As thousands die from the cold more needs 
to be done to protect the vulnerable elderly 


Continued from front page 

they may lie there in their 
house, unable to move through 
the night when it gets colder. 

“If people notice an elderly 
neighbour hasn’t been bring¬ 
ing their milk in or the post 
hasn’t been collected, please 
check on them. Or check in on 
them anyway when it’s cold.” 

The number of deaths tradi¬ 
tionally rises over the winter 
months, but the latest statistic 
will come as a surprise to many 
in our modern society. 

Mr Coles added: “It’s like 
Christmas is a target and once 
that is over they give in. 

“We urge elderly people to 


keep their heating on - even if 
they just heat the room they’re 
in - but I also understand that 
fuel poverty is a real problem. ” 

A public health report stated 
that for every degree Celsius 
that the outdoor temperature 
falls below the winter average, 
there are 8,000 extra winter 
deaths in England; equating to 
around 240 in Kent. 

Kent director of public 
health, Meradin Peachey, said 
older people with underlying 
circulatory or respiratory dis¬ 
ease have the greatest risk of 
being affected by the cold. 

“Tackling excess winter deaths 
should involve a three-stage 
process that includes prepara¬ 


tion, identification of vulnera¬ 
ble people and interventions.” 

Coling Thompson is public 
health specialist for NHS Kent 
and Medway. 

He said: “There are actions 
that people can take to mini¬ 
mise the risks of cold weather. 
These include making sure the 
temperature of their home is 
kept between 18C and 21C, 
stocking up on basic food items 
and medicines to minimise the 
need to go outside when it is 
cold, and ensuring that they 
wear warm winter clothing in¬ 
cluding a hat, scarf and warm 
coat if they do have to go out¬ 
doors.” 

The number of deaths has 


Sirviving Winter! 


prompted KCF, and over-5 Os 
provider Saga, to call on com¬ 
munities to consider the vul¬ 
nerable elderly people in the 
colder months. 

They are also asking more 
well-off households who re¬ 
ceive the Government’s winter 
fuel allowance to donate it to 
needy people through KCF’s 
Surviving Winter campaign - 
which this newspaper supports. 

Every household with resi¬ 
dents over the age of 60 receives 
the fund every winter, regard¬ 
less of their financial position. 


By donating the money - 
which is as much as £200 - to 
KCF, the charity can then 
redirect it to cash-strapped 
households to help towards 
bills, as well as outreach serv¬ 
ices which stop elderly people 
becoming isolated. 

Ms Lynch said: “The Govern¬ 
ment’s Warm Homes Healthy 
People Fund has offered to 
match the money we raise from 
public donations to the Surviv¬ 
ing Winter Fund, but we are in 
need of more generous donors 
in order to be able to make the 
most of this generous match.” 
■ Visit http://www.kentcf. 
org.uk/surviving_winter. 
html to donate to the appeal. 
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TODAY: Showers will clear by the even¬ 
ing. Moderate south-westerly winds. Max 
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EDUCATION 

Tables put schools alongside 
the country’s finest for GCSEs 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

KENT and Medway schools are topping 
the list of the best in the country, ac¬ 
cording to GCSE league tables. 

They show official results from last 
August highlighting the top, middle 
and lowest performing schools. 

Rochester Grammar School came 
second nationally after every single one 
of its pupils gained five A*-C grades, in¬ 
cluding maths and English. 

Invicta Grammar School in Maid¬ 
stone was also celebrating, having 
scooped eighth place, and Folkestone 
School for Girls was close behind, at 
14th. Tonbridge Grammar School, 
Chatham Grammar School for Boys and 
Benenden School also featured highly. 

But while some were celebrating, oth¬ 
ers found themselves at the bottom of 
the league tables. 


The Marlowe Academy in Ramsgate, 
while improved since last year, was at 
10th in the lowest performing schools, 
with just 20 per cent of its pupils achiev¬ 
ing the benchmark five GCSEs at A*-C 
including English and maths. 

Swan Valley Community School in 
Swanscombe was also in the lower ta¬ 
bles, with 24 per cent. 

Cabinet member for education at Kent 
County Council, Mike Whiting, admitted 
some schools were not improving as fast 
as others but work was under way for 
both academies and maintained schools 
to ensure results got better. 

He said he was delighted, however, 
with the results of some schools. 

“Kent is improving faster than the 
national average,” he said. “It’s a reflec¬ 
tion of the hard work, not least of the 
pupils, but also of headteachers, teach¬ 
ers and staff of the county’s schools.” 

He added: “Even in the face of the Eng¬ 


lish GCSE debacle, Kent schools could 
hold their heads high with their results. 

“It was distressing to see headteach¬ 
ers and children in tears when I went 
round the schools because of the Eng¬ 
lish GCSE problem. I’m hopeful they’ve 
moved on from that and progressed in 
the way they planned.” 

It emerged after last summer’s results 
that grade boundaries in GCSE English 
had been raised significantly for pupils 
sitting assessments in June compared 
with those sitting early entries in Janu¬ 
ary and March. 

Figures showed that pass-rate grade 
boundaries had been raised by as much 
as 10 per cent. This resulted in a quar¬ 
ter of schools in the country seeing the 
number of pupils awarded A*-C in GCSE 
English drop by five per cent on 2011. 

Two exam boards came under fire 
and it was decided that pupils could re¬ 
take the exam following the scandal. 



PLEASED: Cllr Mike Whiting has praised 
the schools for their excellent results 

Medway Council was also celebrating 
good league table positions. 

A spokesman said: “We congratulate 
the pupils and teachers at the two sec¬ 
ondary schools in Medway listed that 
are under local authority control as 
their results have, yet again, improved 
from the previous year. These are St 
John Fisher and The Howard School. 

“The tables show results for 21 sec¬ 
ondary schools across Medway and 19 
of these are either academies or schools 
that are independent from the council. 

“However, we would like to say well 
done to all the pupils, as well as their 
teachers, for the hard work they have 
put in to achieve their results.” 


GARAGE DOORS 
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WILDLIFE 


Make your garde 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

TENS of thousands of people across the county 
are set to take part in one of the biggest surveys 
of our local bird populations this weekend. 

The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch runs across 
Saturday and Sunday and hopes to provide a 
snap shot of the health of many of our most fa¬ 
miliar feathered friends. 

Last year, more than 20,000 people in Kent 
took part, with close to 600,000 joining in the 
nationwide event from across the UK. 

And it is hoped that after the recent cold snap, 
there could be a bumper number of birds to spot 
as they seek food in back gardens. 

Taking part requires the monitoring of your 
garden for just one hour at any time over the 
weekend, and involves simply counting the 
number of each different species. 

More than nine million birds across the UK 
were counted last year, in what is believed to be 

the biggest wildlife _ 

survey in the world. 

Last year the house 
sparrow was the 
most common bird 
to be spotted in Kent, 
followed by the star¬ 
ling and the blue tit 
(see table). 

Samantha Stokes, 
spokesperson for the 
RSPB in the south 
east, said; “No mat¬ 
ter where people take 
part, whether at 
home with the fami¬ 
ly, with classmates at school or with friends in 
the beer garden of the local pub, we’re joining 
forces to gather vital information about some of 
our most familiar garden birds. 

“It’s a great way to get to know the creatures 
that live around us, and that’s especially impor¬ 
tant for children. 

“Feeding garden birds can often be a child’s 
first encounter with wildlife and can spark a life¬ 
long interest in nature.’’ 

Following on from this weekend will be the Big 
Schools’ Birdwatch, which runs all of next week. 

Now in its 34th year, the birdwatch has helped 
to highlight some dramatic declines in UK gar¬ 
den birds. 

In the first survey in 1979, an average of 15 
starlings were seen per garden, but that fell to an 
average of just three in 2012, the lowest level 
ever. House sparrow numbers have fallen by two 
thirds over the lifetime of the survey too. 

Miss Stokes continued: “The decline of birds 


in birdwatch 


2012 TOP TEN 


1. House sparrow 

2. Starling 

3. Blue tit 

4. Collared dove 

5. Blackbird 

6. Wood pigeon 

7. Chaffinch 

8. Great tit 

9. Robin 

10. Goldfinch 

Source: RSPB Big 
Garden Birdwatch 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


^Gang snowball attack 

DETECTIVES are hunting a gang of youths 
who viciously attacked a 55-year-old man who 
asked them to stop throwing snowballs at his 
house in Hoo. 

He went outside his home in Knights Road at 
around 8.45pm on Monday and grabbed one of 
them by the arm, before he was punched in the 
face and repeatedly kicked in the head. He was 
then hit with an object on the back of the head. 
He suffered injuries to his eye and cheek. 

Jobless figures drop 

UNEMPLOYMENT numbers across the county 
fell in the three months to November by 324 
and now stand at 34,402. 

Medway was one of the top performing areas 
in the south as its number of people out of work 
figure fell by 153 to 6,655. 

For the remainder of the county the number 
fell by 171 to 27,747 

However, there were small rises in Canter¬ 
bury, Dover, Shepway and Swale. 

^ Jail for robbing £3 fare 

TWO men have been jailed for 18 months 
after robbing a 14-year-old boy of his £3 bus 
fare home. 

Stephen Campbell, 20, of Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, and Michael Beardmore, 31, of 
Weavers Way, Dover, pleaded guilty following 
last June's robbery in London Road, Dover. 

The court heard how the two men confronted 
the teenager and grabbed him around the neck 
area, demanding cigarettes and money. 

The terrified boy, scared of being hit, handed 
over his bus money. 


like star¬ 
lings and 
sparrows over the 
last 30 years or so 
has been alarming, but 
Big Garden Birdwatch has helped us 
find out more about their numbers and distribu¬ 
tion across UK gardens, and that has been the 
first step in helping to put things right.” 

Some bird species have fared considerably bet¬ 
ter over the years. 

Sightings of popular species like blue tits, great 
tits and coal tits in gardens have increased 
since 1979. Goldfinches, which were absent 
from the Big Garden Birdwatch top 15 in the 
early years, have featured regularly as a top 15 
species since 2004. 

■ Visit www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch to find 
out more and take part. 


CRIME 


Teen shone laser pen at helicopter 


A TEENAGER who dazzled 
police by shining a laser pen 
at a police helicopter as it at¬ 
tempted fo find an injured man 
has been sentenced at youth 
court. 

The 17-year-old, from 
Hersden, near Canterbury, who 
cannot be named for legal 
reasons, shone the green laser 
light in the cockpit of the 
helicopter on the evening of 
December 16. 

Police say such an act was 
potentially hugely dangerous 
and could have had devastat¬ 


ing consequences that night. 

Officers onboard were trying 
to help colleagues on the 
ground search for a man hurt 
after being involved in a 
collision. 

The teenager was sentenced 
at Canterbury Youth Court to a 
youth rehabilitation order 
which consists of a three- 
month curfew. He must also 
pay £40 costs and a £15 victim 
surcharge. 

Russ Woolford, base 
manager at the Air Support 
Unit, said: "Shining a laser at 


an aircraft causes significant 
danger to not only the crew on 
board, but the public below. 

"It is a criminal offence and it 
could have fatal consequences. 

"Due to the equipment on 
board, the crew were able to 
trace the offender’s exact 
location and used the aircraft 
video camera to record the 
incident. 

"Shining a laser at an aircraft 
is a serious incident and we 
will continue to prosecute 
anyone carrying out this 
offence." 


WINTER SALE 
NOW ON 

IN BOTH STORES 



Regal Oak 

Extending dining table Usually £989 Sale price £789 

Chair Usually £145 Sale price £115 

Display cabinet Usually £1468 Sale price £1169 

Crafted from oak solids and veneers sourced 
from managed forests 

25,000 sq ft of beautiful furniture and beds for your home, including famous brands such as Parker Knoll, 
Sherborne, GPIan Upholstery, Stressless by Ekornes, Sealy, Slumberland and Reylon beds. 

We also have a good selection of ex-display items at greatly reduced prices, some with up to 50% off 

Nasons Furniture and Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap Estate, Canterbury 

of canterbury 01227 463550 | www.nasons.co.uk 





















4 I week ending January 27, 2013 


www.kentnews.co.uk 
















www.kentnews.co.uk 


KWE 


week ending January 27, 2013 I 5 


for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk 


INVESTIGATION 

Pulling power of the micropubs 

sipedai KoSBeport No music, no TVs, no Lager or spirits, just real ale - Joe Bill meets the people 
at the vanguard of a growing business model currently revolutionising the UK drinks industry 


AS THE high street struggles to cope with the 
deafening noise of falling retail giants, could 
their be some cheer on the horizon with a boom 
in micropubs? 

The low-key drinking holes are springing up 
all around Britain, but it is in Kent, a county syn¬ 
onymous with hops, in which they are thriving. 

Setting up in former shop premises, the micro¬ 
pub is a back-to-basics drinking experience, 
which capitalises on the change to licensing 
laws eight years ago. 

Not tied to any big breweries, 
they source local real ales, shun 
lagers and spirits, ban video and 
gambling machines while the 
thought of big screen TVs sends 
a shiver down their spine. 

Instead, they rely on develop¬ 
ing an atmosphere based on 
good company and good ale. 

There are currently 16 in the 
UK - and seven of those are in 
the county. What’s more, they’re 
set to double in the county with¬ 
in the next few months. 

One of the founders of the mi¬ 
cropub boom is Martyn Hillier, 
landlord of The Butcher’s Arms 
at Herne, near Canterbury, the 
country’s first micropub. 

Since opening in 2005, it has 
bagged several awards from the 
Campaign for Real Ale (Camra). 

Mr Hillier said: “I thought of 
the concept; real ale, no music, 
no mobile phones, no TV, no la¬ 
ger or spirits. 

“The micropub model is a 
growing revolution in the pub 
world as overheads are low and 
it is possible to make a profit and 
hence a reasonable living. 

“My concept - to convert 
empty shops into small pubs - is 
possible because of the change 
in the licensing laws in 2005, 
which saw a shake-up in the 
rules over the sale of alcohol. 

“Pubs are closing these days 
because of high rents and long 
hours. The premises are often 
too large and worth more as a 
house than a pub.” 

Mr Hillier, who is also leader 
of the Micropubs Association 
which supports those opening 
up such establishments, firmly 
believes the model he started will 
continue to grow in the future. 

He said: “In 2 009,1 was asked 
to do a presentation at Camra’s 
AGM on micropubs. From that 
presentation others have been 
inspired to open similar pubs in 
the UIC. 

“Currently there are 16 open, 
of which seven are in Kent, and there are seven 
more to follow in the county by Easter.” 

Food is generally shunned, but some do serve 
local cheeses or pork pies as an aperitif to their 
ales. 

He added: “The art of conversation has re¬ 
turned to my pub. Complete strangers actually 
talk to each other while enjoying a pint of 
real ale in top condition.” 


Landlords starting up can select premises not 
previously used as a pub, they can select their 
own cask ales and, in some cases, even impose 
some unusual rules. 

As we reported last week, the Firkin Alehouse 
in Folkestone bans the use of mobile phones and 
charges its guests £1 if they have to use them, 
with the cash going to charity. 

Parallels are being drawn with the retail sector 
as the economic climate continues to kill off chain 
stores but is allowing more niche 
boutique shops, which add a lit¬ 
tle character too, to flourish. 

With many experts suggesting 
our town centres need to em¬ 
brace a more continental ‘cafe 
culture’ to inject life back into 
them, the micropub may yet 
prove a vital component to its 
revival. 

What’s more, they are pro¬ 
viding a shot in the arm for mi¬ 
crobreweries - of which there 
are around 2 5 in the county. 

At the Conqueror Alehouse in 
Ramsgate the micropub landlord 
offers Gadds’ Ramsgate RPA 
from the brewery just down the 
road. It’s easy to source and the 
lack of road miles helps to keep 
the price of the ale low. 

Thanet is flush with these 
new-style inns and already 
houses the Four Candles Ale¬ 
house in Broadstairs, the Bake 
and Ale House in Westgate-on- 
Sea and the part bookshop/part 
drinking hole now known as 
The Chapel in Broadstairs. 

Julian Dungey, chairman of 
the Thanet branch of Camra, 
has his own theories on why 
micropubs are thriving in the 
county. 

He said: “It’s the fairly low 
start-up and running costs: 
overheads are kept to a mini¬ 
mum, they employ very few 
staff, there are reduced opening 
hours, no expensive entertain¬ 
ment or gambling licences, and 
low rents as they are found 
mainly in former shops. 

“Micropubs have cornered a 
market in providing a service 
people actually want rather than 
the big pubs telling customers 
what they think they want.” 

And there is likely to be one 
near you soon. Over the coming 
months there will be new mi- 
cropubs in Whitstable, Tanker- 
ton, Birchington, Ramsgate, 
Margate, Welling and Wye. 

Mr Dungey added: “Microp¬ 
ubs are the future and we ap¬ 
pear to have come full circle. 

“In the past landlords would open up their 
front parlour for the consumption of beers they 
had brewed themselves for the locals. People 
seem to have tired of the brash noisy pub and 
prefer the safe quiet atmosphere the micropub 
provides.” 

■ For more information visit www.micropub- 
association.co.uk. 



WATERING HOLE: The Black 
Dog in Whitstable is opening in 
the coming months 


...but what of 
the big boys? 

Faversham brewer 
Shepherd Neame, which 
owns more than 300 
establishments across 
the UK, does not believe 
there will be a detrimen¬ 
tal impact from the 
micropub movement. 

Sales and marketing 
director Graeme Craig 
said: “We welcome 
anything that broadens 
the audience for good 
quality beer. 

“We enjoyed working 
with some of Kent’s 
microbreweries for the 
Green Hop Beer fortnight 
in 2012, and look forward 
to participating in the 
project again this year." 



HAIL TO THE ALE: Locals enjoy a pint at The Butcher's Arms at Herne, the country's first micropub 


HAPPEN 


www. m e rcu rehyth e i m pe ri al. co. u k 
Tel. 01303 267441 



Romance is in the air 


Ready for Romance Package Valentines Menu 

1 night stay, dinner, bed & breakfast inc. Non-resident, 3-course menu, with 

a bottle of Prosecco and box of welcome drink and chocolate gift just £29 

chocolates on arrival from £139 for two. per person. 

Call 01303 267441 to book or email h6862@accor.com 

Available between 8th - 17th February 2013 

Mercure Hythe Imperial Hotel & Spa, Princes Parade, Hythe, Kent, CT21 6AE www.mercurehytheimperial.co.uk 


Merrurc* 
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CRIME 

Yobs hit train driver 

A TRAIN driver needed hospital treatment after 
being attacked as he challenged a group of 
youths. 

The incident happened on Tuesday afternoon 
at the Bat and Ball station near Sevenoaks on 
the 4.24pm Kentish Town to Sevenoaks service. 

The youths had been fooling around with the 
doors of the train when the assault took place. 

Anyone with information is asked to call 
British Transport Police on 0800 40 50 40, or 
Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555 111. 


ACCIDENT 


Community mourns 25-year-old who 
froze to death outside sister’s house 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

TRIBUTES have been paid to a “chatty and bub¬ 
bly” young woman who became a victim of the 
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Kent’s Internatioi 


Fly from 
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Chicago ,om£ 538 
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Return fares, ind. taxes 


Fly from April 2013 


Book now at KLAA.com 


Fares quoted are for return economy class flights from Manston via Amsterdam, includinq taxes 
and charges, and are subject to change. Fares are also subject to availability and exchange 
rate variation. Please check for exact fare at klm.com at time of booking. Book by 31.01.13 
Travel periods vary. Credit card surcharge will apply. Specific booking conditions and the 
General Conditions of Transportation of KLM and AIR FRANCE apply. Prices correct at 10.01.13 


Arctic weather that swept across the county. 

Bernadette Lee, from Deal, was found dead 
next to her sister’s house in the early hours of 
Sunday morning by a man walking his dog. 

It is believed she perished in the cold weather 
after falling while trying to get into the house in 
Church Meadows. 

She was wearing a dress and no coat. 

It is understood Ms Lee had become separated 
from her sister during a night out and tried to 
get into her sister’s house, possibly slipping and 
finding herself unable to get back up. 

Tributes have been paid to the 25-year-old, 
described as having a “heart of gold”, and a page 
on online social networking website Facebook 
has been set up in her memory. 

Messages posted on the site describe her as a 
girl who lived life to the full with an “infectious 
smile and laugh”. 

Another posted: “The Deal people are a lovely 
community and the place is the poorer for losing 
someone as well spoken of and well thought of as 
she was.” 

Kent Police confirmed her death was not being 
treated as suspicious, describing it as a tragic 
accident. 

A police spokeswoman said Bernadette - 
known as Bernie to family and friends - was 
found collapsed in the snow by a dog walker on 
Sunday at 7.30am. 

Police officers and an ambulance crew were 
called, but she was pronounced dead at the scene. 

The spokeswoman said: “She was a local wom- 



TRAGIC: Bernadette Lee died from cold weather 

an to Deal. She was found collapsed in the snow. 
The death is not being treated as suspicious; it 
was likely to have been a tragic accident.” 


SNOWBALL ‘ASSAULT’ 


■ A bus driver is recovering after being 
hit in the face with a snowball, leaving him 
with swelling and bruising. 

The incident happened at the bus stop 
outside William Hill bookmakers in 
Stanhope Road, Ashford, at 3.10pm on 
Monday. As the driver was letting on 
passengers, a snowball hit him in the face. 

Police are treating the incident as 
assault and are appealing for witnesses to 
come forward. 


■ Temperatures plunged as low as 
-9C in some areas this week, as the icy 
blast gripped the county for most of 
the week. 

But forecasters say temperatures are 
set to rise this weekend, although will be 
accompanied by wind and rain. 

■ Turn to page 11 for a round-up 
of snow images from across the 
county. 


AGRICULTURE 


Hopes of a thaw as farmers struggle with snow 


FARMERS were praying the 
forecast for milder weather 
this weekend proves correct in 
order to allow livestock to once 
again feed unheeded. 

Andy Barr farms 2,000 
acres at East Lenham Farm 
near Maidstone. He has a mix 


of 1,000 Romney ewes, 35 
Sussex beef cattle and crops 
including wheat, barley, oats, 
and oil seed rape. 

He said: "The crops are not 
too bad because the snow 
covers them up and stops 
them being eaten by pigeons 


and other birds. 

"But livestock wise, it makes 
for a lot of difficulties because 
the sheep that are outside 
can’t find the grass and need 
to be fed hay. And all the pipes 
freeze up making watering 
animals difficult." 


RESCUE 

Dog sparks house fire 

A PET dog is being blamed for turning on a 
kitchen hob which sparked a blaze at a home in 
Dartford. 

Fire crews say it is thought to have been 
started when the family's Rottweiler turned on 
the heat which ignited laundry left near by. The 
dog was saved and the owner checked over at 
hospital after suffering from smoke inhalation. 


CRIME 

Jail for VAT fraudster 

A BUSINESSMAN has been jailed for 16 months 
for VAT fraud, after using fake invoices in an 
attempt to reclaim more than £36,000 tax he 
hadn't paid. 

Reginald Adaka, 46, of Sittingbourne had 
submitted false claims in the name of his 
company Unimax Marketing, which sells 
electronic goods. 
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HEALTH 

NHS funds project to help ex-service 
personnel cope with trauma of war 


STRESS OF BE NG TRA NED TO K LL 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

MENTALLY traumatised ex-soldiers 
trying to adjust to civilian life are to be 
given extra support to help them cope 
with the horrors they experienced dur¬ 
ing their time on the frontline. 

Research shows that combat veter¬ 
ans aged 24 and under are two to three 
times more likely to commit suicide 
than non-military people. 

Ex-military personnel also have high¬ 
er rates of alcohol misuse than the gen¬ 
eral population, with alcohol believed 
to be used as a coping mechanism for 
post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety 
or depression. But despite this, evidence 
suggests these people often fail to seek 
help due to the stigma surrounding 
mental health in the military. 

NHS Kent and Medway is investing 
£150,000 over the next three years in a 
project to support people who have left 
or are leaving the Armed Forces, and 
help them with the mental health care 
they may need when adjusting to life 
back on civvy street. 

Lauretta Kavanagh, lead commis¬ 
sioner for mental health for NHS Kent 
and Medway, said: “Many military per¬ 
sonnel have experienced the horror of 


Shocking figures released by Kent 
Police and the Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Families Association 
(SSAFA) in 2010, showed the 
alarming number of ex-military 
being arrested in the county. 

Over a three-month period some 
232 former and current servicemen 
were arrested. 

SSAFA defended the high figure 


the battlefield during their careers. 

“When they leave the Army, they 
can feel alone, find employment difficult 
and might relive some of their experi¬ 
ences which further isolates them. They 
might turn to alcohol to help them cope 
and mask mental health problems. 

“We recognise the need for mental 
health support for ex-service personnel, 
which is why we have announced this 
investment. The need for help will rise 
following the withdrawal of troops from 
Afghanistan and 20,000 redundancies 
in the defence review, of which a 
number will be in Kent and Medway.” 

There are some 130,000 ex-service 
personnel living in the county. 


blaming the stress of the job, death 
of comrades and difficulty in 
adjusting back to real life. 

A Kent spokesman said: "The job 
is highly stressful and challenging. 

"We're training ordinary human 
beings to kill people. 

"They're also seeing their friends 
killed. It's very hard to adjust back to 
real life after this." 


The project will educate mental 
health professionals in the military way 
of thinking, culture and language so 
they understand what ex-soldiers may 
have experienced. They can then adapt 
their support. Therapies proved to help 
treat complex and multiple trauma will 
also be made available. 

“This will increase awareness among 
GPs and mental health professionals 
about the difficulties veterans face,” said 
Dr Bob Bowes, clinical chair for West 
Kent Clinical Commissioning Group. 

A Veterans' Mental Health Network 
is being set up to ensure the most appro¬ 
priate services are available for those 
who need them. 



Motorcyclist is 
killed in crash 

A 20-year-oLd motorcyclist 
was killed on Thursday after a 
crash on the Ashford-bound 
carriageway of the A2042 
Romney Marsh Road. 

It is believed he came off his 
bike at around 10.10am. Any 
witnesses should call 101. 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 

Canterbury-based company specialising in accidents at work, 
medical negligence, head injuries and car/motorcycle accidents. 



100*. 


Contact in now 
Telephone 

01227 768374 

Email: 

pv r^«Yfclgfirting*p«r*ot%*l injury. 1 11. uii 

14 Rose Lane, Canterbury 


Girlings 



NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 
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Savings 


Big Brands, Big Savings 

Clark6S www -Uarkesfurriishers.co.uk 


rice 
match 

furnishers Sandling Road, Maidstone Tel. 01622 753073 see website for details 
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CRIME 

Police follow new leads in 20-year-old murder 
investigation as friends stage memorial walk 


ON THE HUNT FOR THE KILLER 1 

The death of Claire Tiltman 
and the hunt for her killer has 
remained a thorn in the side of 
Kent Police for two decades - 
but officers insist they will not 
give up. 

In the years since the 
tragedy, more than 1,700 
statements have been taken 
and 1,000 pieces of evidence 

probed. It remains hoped 
a breakthrough in forensics 
could still help bring the 
guilty party to justice. 

Some seven suspects 
have been in the frame for 
the killing - including those 
convicted of some other 
high profile murders, such 
as Robert Napper, who 

was the killer of Rachel 

Nickell on Wimbledon 

Common in July 1992 and 
also of Samanatha Bissett 
in November 1993. 

Anyone with information is 
urged to call the incident room 
on 01634 884010 or contact 
Crimestoppers, anonymously, 
on 0800 555 111. 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

MORE than 250 people marked the 20th anni¬ 
versary of one of Kent’s most notorious unsolved 
murder cases last week - sparking a flurry of po¬ 
tential new leads to police. 

Schoolgirl Claire Tiltman was brutally stabbed 
as she walked down an alleyway near her home 
in Greenhithe on January 18,1993. 

And to mark the date, her friends staged an 
emotional candlelit walk tracing her last steps to 
keep her memory alive and to remind people the 
hunt is still on to find her killer. 

Most significantly, it lead to around a dozen 
phone calls to investigators. 

The schoolgirl’s parents Lin and Cliff have 
both since passed away without ever seeing jus¬ 
tice for their only child. 

The man currently in charge of the investiga¬ 
tion, Detective Superintendent Rob Vinson said: 
“The candlelit walk went very well and was well 
attended, with about 250 people present. 

“The publicity from the event resulted in about 
a dozen calls to police, all of which are being 
examined.” 

A group of her school friends, Emma Edwards, 
Nichola Medhurst and Lisa Gribbin, got together 
and set up a page on online social networking 
website Facebook to organise the walk in the 


hope it would stir up old memories and lead to 
someone coming forward with a vital piece of 
new evidence. 

The Dartford Grammar School pupil, known 
to her friends as Tilt, was stabbed more than 40 
times, four days after her 16th birthday. 

The route of the walk followed those last steps 
and ended with a service at St Mary the Virgin 
church in Stone. 

Local vicar Rev Kenneth Clark conducted the 
service and told this paper afterwards: “We re¬ 
member Claire as she was. 

“We sang the school hymn Praise My Soul 
The King of Heaven, and I read a poem from a 
Robert Frost book called The Outsiders. 


“The poem was Nothing Gold Can Stay and 
was one that Claire and her friends were study¬ 
ing at school. 

“I just hope this all helped jog someone’s 
memory and they come forward with a key to 
solving this case.” 

Ch Supt Neil Jerome was a PC in the area at 
the time Claire was murdered. He said: “Claire’s 
parents have gone to their graves not knowing 
who killed their daughter. 

“There must be witnesses who haven’t yet 
come forward.” 

Also on the walk were Dartford MP Gareth 
Johnson, local mayor Ann Allen, and Kent Po¬ 
lice and Crime Commissioner Ann Barnes. 



UNSOLVED: CLaire Tiltman was killed in 1993 
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• FREE MEASURING AND ADVICE • CURTAINS - EXTENSIVE RANGE 

• BLINDS - ALL TYPES • AMAZING WALLPAPERS & PAINT 

• SOFT FURNISHINGS AND UPHOLSTERY 

• OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


www.vinehouseinteriors.co.uk | 01732 882904 
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DC 


Implant Centres 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 

The ultimate 
alternative to 
dentures 


No more loose, missing or 
false teeth - because now there's 

Smile-ln-A-Day! 


Award Winning Dental ImplantTreatment 


If you've lost confidence because of dentures, or loose or missing teeth, the advanced 
Smile In A Day technique from TDC is the answer. 


Before 


Dentures or loose or 
missing teeth means lack 
of confidence, reluctance 
to smile, inability to eat 
properly and enjoy food. 



Well give you a natural smile with smooth,even teeth using a method that takes less time and 
causes less pain and discomfort than conventional treatment. We don't use dentures, plates, 
crowns or caps. Instead, we employ a technologically-advanced technique which provides a 
permanent solution so you can talk, smile, laugh and eat with absolute confidence. 

How can we give you all this in just one day? Because our General Dental Council registered 
specialists* use a pioneering system that is both tried and tested. And because we've refined our 
skills to become as efficient as possible. 


After 


Smile In A Day gives you 
back your confidence with 
a beaming, natural smile - 
and lets you eat and enjoy 
whatever you want. 



TDC Harley Street Clinic 


77 Harley Street, London W1G 8QN 


Call today to see how Smile In A Day 

• A permanent, natural smile 

• The ability to enjoy food again 
Confidence when you meet people 

• An end to shame and embarrassment 


:an give you all this: 

Extremely high success rate 

Superior skill levels from registered specialists 

Full guarantee on all work 

Choice of easy payment options 


TDC Folkestone Clinic 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BE 


TDC Peterborough Clinic 


3rd Floor Market Chambers, Cathedral Square, 
Peterborough PEI 1XW 


Call today to arrange your free, no obligation consultation. 


0800 041 3011 

Visit our website for more information: www.smileinaday.co.uk 


WtNtJfch 
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Read more testimonials from our happy 
customers on our website. 

"Wow. Thank you so, so much. 
I love my new smile." 

Sally Ann, Smile In A Day patient. 



r 


00 





Let Smile In A Day bring back your smile. 


*Our surgeons are all specialist Periodontists or Maxillofacial surgeons. **lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 
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All installations are carried out by our own 
skilled window fitters, who have all attended 
and passed the course to meet the British 
Standard Institute requirements for the 
installation of windows and doors. The latest 
testimonials to the quality of our installations 
are updated daily on our website. 


KM98320 
BPF 362/2 
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Windows. Doors & Conservatories 


These are just a few of the testimonials we have received in the last month! 


CALL 

FREE 


0800 50 50 70 


Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co.uk 


13th December 2012 

Mr Kelly, Mitcham 

Very pleased with the installation. 

Mr Willson, Rochester 

Very pleased with the end result. 

The fitters were excellent. They were 
very professional and worked hard 
in the two days they were on site to 
complete the job. Thank you. 

Mrs Warham, Broadstairs 

The men came, worked hard on the 
FSG it was freezing cold. I was pleased 
with the workmanship especially in 
such unpleasant weather. 

Mrs Ralph, Sittingbourne 

Very polite and 
hardworking. 

Ms Wyles, Deal 

The young man that came to install 
my Britelite Window and doors was 
prompt, very polite and didn't stop 
once for a drink although they were 
offered. I was very impressed with his 
working standards. 

Mrs Webb, Teston 

Next year we intend replacing the 
back window. Therefore we will be in 
touch with you than. 

Jo Lane, Biggin Hill 

Our fitters were friendly and efficient 
and tidy. Our sales rep again was 
friendly informative and didn't start 
at silly prices. Nice man. Very pleased 
with windows. 


11th December 2012 

Mr Adams, Crowborough 

First class job, very satisfied 

Mrs Cooper, Edenbridge 

Very friendly and efficient. 

Mr Pegg, Cliftonville 

Extremely efficient, courteous and 
helpful fitting team. My unfortunate 
disability was well acknowledged. 


10th December 2012 

Mr Trigg, Chatham 

Very good work, nice 
bunch of lads, any 
issues were dealt with 
and put right; kept 
dirt and noise to a 
minimum. Very fast 
work. 

Mr Guerra, Putney 

This is the second time the fitter has 
installed windows for me. On both 
occasions his work has been top 
quality and he is very professional in 
his attitude and work. 

Mrs Scoon, Middlesex 

I was pleased with the service from start 
to finish. The initial person who gave 
the quote and the teams who worked 
on the porch and conservatories. All 
professional and knowledgeable and 
the manner in which they conducted 
themselves will ensure we use Britelite 
again in the future. 


Mr & Mrs Mower, Maidstone 

A 1st class job from a 1st class 
company! A super job, lovely 
workman who were professional and 
took pride in their work. Excellent 
windows and doors which have 
transformed our home. The office 
staff have also been efficient with 
good communication. Many Thanks. 

Mrs Newbury, Hatfield 

We were very impressed with the 
service we were provided with from 
the sales representative coming 
to quote for windows through to 
installation I must say the fitters were 
very tidy, professional and helpful 


27th November 2012 

Miss Stapleton, Erith 

It's the second time 
we have used Britelite 
and once again very 
pleased with results. 
Your team friendly 
quick and efficient 
and work done to 
a high standard. All 
areas cleaned well 
when finished. 

Mrs Contreas, Ramsgate 

Fitter very efficient, cleaned and tidied 
afterwards. Friendly manner. 

Mr 8c Mrs Styles, Epsom 

The fitters were charming helpful, 
polite and tidy a pleasure to have in 
ones house. 

26th November 2012 

Mr & Mrs Mattock, Sittingbourne 

Both my Dad and Mother in law had 
your doors and windows fitted and 
were very pleased with them. Apart 
from supplying quality products at a 
very reasonable price, we were 
particularly pleased by the sales reps 
no pressure quote. There was no sign 
today to get this price technique, 
which I think most people really dis¬ 
like. I am happy to recommend your 
product. 

Mr & Mrs Mattock, Sittingbourne I 

am very satisfied with the base team. 
They were friendly and worked with 
enthusiasm throughout the base work. 
Top team very friendly work tirelessly 
throughout the days that they worked 
completing the conservatory. 

P.Hookham, Bromley 

Very highly 
recommended 
workmen excellent 
and very neat and 
tidy 

Mr O'Brien, Rochester 

The whole process was quick and easy 
from start to finish, the installation 
team did a very good job putting in 
the windows the workmanship was 
A++ would recommend to anybody. 


Mr Manwaring, Hildenborough 

Excellent workers good attention to 
detail, no hesitation in recommending 
Britelite. Conservatory is everything 
we hoped for. 

Mr Skinner, Tonbridge 

The sales rep turned up when he 
said he would. He was friendly and 
pleasant to deal with. The office staff 
were friendly and efficient every time 
we contacted them. The installers 
arrived in time, they were friendly, 
did a great job and left the property 
tidy. I can't recommend Britelite highly 
enough. 

Mr & Mrs Schmidt, Forest Row 

On time, fast, efficient. 

Ms Stockwell, Cobham 

Very nice, company - helpful without 
trying to do a hard sell. I felt people 
were honest and straight forward. 


3rd December 2012 

Mrs Bertelsen, Dover 

Excellent workers, got on with the 
jobs directly they arrived. Very 
pleasant to talk to. Left rooms 
very tidy and clean when they left. 
Recommended. 

Mr Akhurst, Rainham 

A very good job done, 
fitter left it clean and 
tidy very pleased with 
the new door could 
not ask for better 
service. 

Mr & Mrs Little, Rochester 

Fitter were very approachable for 
questions and gave 100% to their 
work which showed in the end result. 


29th November 2012 

Mr & Mrs Godden, Deal 

After having all our windows replaced 
by Britelite and being so pleased 
with both product and workmanship, 
we decided to have a new front 
door, which has also reached our 
full expectations of the quality and 
installations from Britelite. No mess, 
no fuss, from installers who were very 
friendly and polite, clean and tidy. 
Thank you again. 


28th November 2012 

Miss Todd, Hounslow 

Tidied up beautifully. 

Mr San, Hayes 

The fitting team very good at their 
job. Would recommend to others for 
future work. 




BRITEUTE'S 




Transform your home, SAVE MONEY on your heating 
bills with BRITEUTE'S energy efficient windows! 


% 


^gSSjTSjjt&FittPFS 


*ift 


©EE 


Doors 


Windows 


on 


ttnten/atoilies 


& 


Showrooms throughout 
the South East of England 
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Mrs Vocking, Chertsey 

The workmen were very polite and 
tidy. Everything was covered up when 
they were working and they left the 
place tidy and did the job well on first 
glance. 


7th December 2012 

Mr & Mrs Ahmed, Tunbridge Wells 

Fitters are very good 
and overall everything 
is excellent. Keep your 
standards and service 
same like this. 

6th December 2012 

Mrs Joel, Uckfield 

Beautiful windows, fantastic quality. 
Thank you. 


Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co.uk 


Mr Boardman, Ashford 

I must comment on the standard of 
the installation team as excellent, 
very clean and tidy and we are most 
pleased with the end result. 


30th November 2012 


Ms Arnold, Sidcup 

We're really pleased with our new 
porch doors and windows. Service 
from the whole team was excellent. 
The fitters were very tidy and cleaned 
up after themselves. The whole 
experience was very good. Would 
definitely use you again when we 
want our windows done. 


Mr McGibbon, Rainham 

Excellent experience all round. 
Good advice, friendly and helpful 
staff. 


Mr 8c Mrs Betts, Watford 

First class job done by very friendly 
professional fitter. Excellent at 
cleaning up afterwards, beautiful 
windows and doors. We wouldn't 
hesitate to use Britelite again and 
recommend you to friends and family. 
Thank you. 


Mr 8c Mrs Aldridge, Maidstone 

The wife and I are 
more than pleased 
with the work done 
on the door and 
windows. The two 
workers were very 
good, they left the 
place tidy. I would 
recommend your firm 
to anyone. 
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FOLKESTONE - CALAIS 


Half price 

day trip 


On'V 

£23 


Hurry! 

Offer ends 20 February 


0844 335 1647 

eurotunnel.com/dayoffer 
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WEATHER 


County shivers after 
a week in an icy grip 


/euro\ 


le shuttle 


However, the prolonged sub-zero 
temperatures throughout the week did 
cause delays on the rails and made driv¬ 
ing conditions, especially on side roads, 
treacherous. 

But, as ever, while many struggled, 
plenty of others enjoyed the winter 
white-out - with our readers sending in 
some of their highlights. 

Picture: WARREN LIGHTFOOT 


MORE than 200 schools closed their 
doors on Monday as the county groaned 
under the weight of heavy snow show¬ 
ers last weekend. 

But with most of the snow 
| falling during the day on Sunday, and 
plenty of advance warning, the coun- 
I ty’s key transport routes were kept 
moving. 


The Part 
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White water tit Ccuvterbwry 


* Valid on Tuesday 19, Wednesday 
20 and Thursday 21 February 2013. 
Subject to availability. Offer can be 
withdrawn at any time without prior 
notice.Terms and Conditions apply. 


Snow aAtgd tit WhitstaMe 



Ford Fiesta 

Over 40 available 
from as little as 


www.smc-cars.com 


$ A 
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Read APP about it 



Read Kent's weekend newspapers anytime, anywhere 
on your iPhone and iPad 


Visit the Apple AppStore, search 
Kent News’ to download your free App 


www.kentnews.co.uk archant} kos media 


ENVIRONMENT 


French gas leak causes 
quite a stink over here 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

KENT bore the brunt of a French stench this week 
when a sickly sweet odour - described as similar 
to that of rotten eggs or oil - swept in on Tuesday, 
forcing people to keep windows and doors shut. 

The unpleasant smell wafted across the Eng¬ 
lish Channel, caused by a leak at a chemical 
factory in Rouen, in north east France. 

While authorities stressed that the gas posed 
no risk, the smell - which came in on the air from 
Dover to as far as Tunbridge Wells - sparked a 
deluge of calls to police and the fire service. 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service (KFRS) urged 
people to keep doors and windows closed. 

Lubrizol France, which makes additives for in¬ 
dustrial lubricants and paint, said the gas was 
mercaptan, a colourless, but smelly gas used in 
natural gas to enable leaks to be detected. 

It is understood the pong stretched for hun¬ 
dreds of miles across France and southern parts 
of England. 

A Health Protection Agency spokesman said 
people in Kent, East and West Sussex and some 
parts of Surrey had noticed the smell, but that it 
posed no risk to public health. 

“It was caused by a particularly smelly chemi¬ 
cal that is added to odourless natural gas to give 
that its characteristic smell,” he said. 

“The chemical leaked from a factory in Rouen 


* 



EAU DE GAS: Leak came from chemical factory 

on Monday and was blown across the Channel 
overnight. 

“It is not toxic and has also been diluted before 
entering the air over England, so people should be 
reassured it will cause no harm. It is an unpleas¬ 
ant odour which may cause some people to feel 
slightly nauseous, but it will dispel naturally.” 

KFRS received a large number of calls to reports 
of a gas smell mainly across south Kent, but also 
in Ashford, Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells. 

It’s not the first time Kent has had to bear the 
brunt of unpleasant pongs. 

Last summer, manure and other organic ma¬ 
terials spread on fields by farmers caused such a 
stink, people living in Ashford, Maidstone, 
Tunbridge Wells, Sittingbourne, Whitstable, 
Canterbury, Broadstairs and Shepway had to 
keep windows closed during the hot spell. 


Advertiser’s Announcement 


A chance to win a 


Year 8 scholarship 
to King's Rochester 


King's Rochester is a very 
special place. It occupies a 
majestic site between 
Rochester's ancient castle 
and its cathedral 
overlooking the River 
Medway but its . 
imposing and I 
ancient exterior 
belies a warmth | 
rarely found in 
a school whose 
traditions go 
back over 1400 
years. 

Founded in 
604, King's has 
evolved into an 
outstanding 21st 
century school for 3 to 18 
year old boys and girls with 
excellent facilities at all 


♦ JL 


levels. The School has also 
just acquired the former 
Stirling Sports Centre on 
Maidstone Road which, after 
a half million pound 

refurbishment, will provide 
King's pupils - and the 
local community who 
share it - with some of 
the best sporting 

facilities in the South 


Sir 


East. Academic standards 
are high - but King's is a 
school with a broad ability 
intake and we recognise that 
every child here is unique 
with talents and strengths 
which may extend far 
beyond the classroom. 
Principal, Jeremy Walker is 
proud that the School's 
strapline, "A Community 
that enables individuals to 
flourish", is central to 
everything it does. 

Now this highly successful 
school is offering a rare 
chance for talented pupils to 
join King's in Year 8 in 
September 2013 due to the 
creation of a range of 
Academic, Sports and Music 
Scholarships. 


Details are available from Registrar, Lynne Davies on 01634 888590 
or by email on admissions@kings-rochester.co.uk. 

Applications close on Monday 4th February 2013. 
www.kings-rochester.co.uk 

Next Open Day - Friday 1st March from 9.30am to 12 noon. 



Year 8 Scholarships at King’s Rochester 
for September 2013 entry 


King’s Rochester is delighted to be able to offer a limited 
number of additional, generous Academic, Sports and Music 
Scholarships for talented pupils wishing to join Year 8 
(12+) in this highly successful School in September 2013 

For further details of these financial awards and an Application Form, 
please contact Registrar, Lynne Davies on 01634 888590 or by email 

on admissions@kings-rochester.co.uk 

Closing date for applications Monday 4 th February 2013 
Assessments to be held during w/c I I th February 2013 

www. ki ngs - roc h este r. co. u k 
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Established 1981 

gMipcm* 

Over 52,000 customers! 



aw<0 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


January Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 




WINDOWS 


WNDOWS 


WNDOWS 



7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,378 .2 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 


OFF All 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


w 

Celebrating over 32 years 
of beautiful windows... 

Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 



Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Si manias 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

L Offers end , 
5th J 
^Febmaiy A 


AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

CQC Open 6 days a week V b5eni2iso-i 

1 * Wwl# Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com 
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25% OFF 

NEW PRODUCT LAUNCH 

Hand made "Bed Tailor" range 


Q&herborne 

eT -r; MzfSfa 

FREE CHAIR OR 
MANUAL RECLINER 

Terms and conditions: Sofa and chair (or 2 sofas) must be purchased to qualify 
for the free chair 


Our price promise to you 

^ We won't be beaten on price 


Find the same product and offer for less, we'll match the price and beat it by 10% of the difference. 


4-6 Union Square, Tire Pantiles, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 8HE 

Tel 01892 614150 


Immediate delivery 
on all stock items. 


AMAZING JANUARY OFFERS 


CRESTA 


"TOULOUSE" OAK 


SAVE 25% 

e.g Starter bed NOW ONLY £195 
WITH FREE DELIVERY AND FITTING. 


SAVE 25% 
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MAKING USE OF WHAT WE’VE ALREADY BUILT 


Live Margate's developers and 
the politicians backing the scheme 
were upbeat when the project was 
launched on January 16. 

Cllr Dance visited Dalby Square, 
one of worst areas for deprivation in 
Thanet - and across the county. 

But he said he was struck by the 
potential of what he saw. 

He explained: "These beautiful 
large Edwardian buildings can be 


bought back to former glories. They 
are far better built than modern 
boxes and it is better to restore what 
we have rather than keep building in 
the countryside." 

■ What do you think of the 
scheme? Share your view. Write 
to: The Editor, KOS, Apple Barn, 
Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, 
Kent TN25 6SS. Or email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


HOUSING 

Fears amid the hope as 
ambitious regeneration 
scheme gets under way 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

AN AMBITIOUS multi-million 
pound scheme to regenerate 
parts of Margate, and breathe 
new life into deprived areas of 
the town has been launched. 

But critics of the scheme - 
which aims to restore Edwardi¬ 
an buildings to their original 
splendour to attract more afflu¬ 
ent house buyers - say it is so¬ 
cial engineering, where the 
most vulnerable could be forced 
out of their homes. 

Live Margate is a £23.1 mil¬ 
lion project aimed at regenerat¬ 
ing areas beset by social prob¬ 
lems and run down, derelict 
properties. It is spearheaded by 
Thanet District Council, Kent 
County Council and the Homes 
and Communities Agency. 

It says low quality, high den¬ 
sity, bedsits can lead to poverty 
and deprivation. So the plan is 
to create a “tipping-point” by 


renovating enough properties 
to attract a new wave of afflu¬ 
ent, employed, residents. 

The scheme is aimed at two 
council wards, Margate Cen¬ 
tral and Clifton ville West, 
which have, in recent years, 
been home to a large number 
of troubled and vulnerable resi¬ 
dents; many living in poorly 
maintained bedsits owned by 
absentee landlords. The first 
stage is the acquisition of the 
former Embassy Hotel. 

Live Margate aims to restore 
up to 300 premises, using com¬ 
pulsory purchase orders if nec¬ 
essary, and make them available 
for shared ownership, affordable 
rent or owner occupation. 

Madeline Homer, director of 
community services for Thanet 
council, said the project is aimed 
at an overall restoration of the 
area: “Part of the project in¬ 
volves work skills programmes 
and education. To integrate 
people more into society will be 


of great benefit to everyone.” 

Ms Homer said the area had 
seen significant levels of report¬ 
ed drug abuse, but this had 
dropped by nine per cent fol¬ 
lowing a police crackdown. 

But the scheme does create 
some social engineering ques¬ 
tions which concern many. 

Ian Driver is an independent 
Thanet councillor. 

He said: “There are around 
5,500 people on the housing 
list in Thanet and here is an op¬ 
portunity to provide accommo¬ 
dation for some of them in the 
form of social rented housing. 
There is some provision for this, 
but not as much as I would like. 

“I am also worried about 
what is going to happen to the 
people being dispersed. 

“There is the potential for 
vulnerable people to be left 
without a home. I understand 
a dispersal strategy has been 
established. But no details have 
been made available.” 



Block Paving I Tarmac Red/Black I Pattern Imprinted Concrete 
Shingle I Concrete I Hot Tar And Chip Drives I Resin Bound Surface Dressing 
Permeable Driveways I Drainage Systems I Soak Away Units 
Brick Walls I Fences I Wrought Iron Railings And Electric Gates I Lighting I Artifical Grass Lawns 
Grab Lorry Hire I 360 degree Excavator/Operator I Twin Drum Compaction Equipment 

08443446 815 

10% deposit will book your installation, balance payable on completion of all works 

CALL AN AGENT IN YOUR AREA TO BOOK YOUR FREE SITE SURVEY 

Tunbridge Wells Maidstone Medway 

01892 572 873 01622 686 285 01634666010 

(By Appointment Only) The Pantiles Chambers, 85 High Street, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1XP 


View our gallery and follow us on 


D and EJ 


a Yell .com 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 



Picturesque beaches and 
tranquil bays. With tempting 
Mediterranean depths just 
waiting to be explored. 
Submerge yourself in this 
most vibrant of cities. 


Route launches 31 March 2013. 

Book now at ba.com/gatwick 


To Fly. To Serve. 



Limited availability. Prices are one-way including taxes and charges, correct as of 28/12/12 but are subject to change at any time. Departing from London 
Gatwickto Alicante for travel between 15/04/13-25/06/13 but excluding 23/05/13 - 02/06/13. For full terms and conditions goto ba.com/gatwick 
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Boiler breakdown? 

You can hire 

The British Gas Team 


Our team of 
professional 
engineers will fix 
your boiler fast, 
and you’ll get: 

A competitive fixed-price quote 
Parts and labour included* 

All work guaranteed for 
12 months 


For a one-off boiler repair call 

0800 000 999 f 

quoting X846 


You don’t even need to be a British Gas customer, 
so save the number in your phone today. 

a 

British Gas 

britishgas.co.uk Looking after your world 


* Terms and conditions apply. For further information visit 
britishgas.co.uk/999 t Prices for households within the M25 
vary. Subject to availability t Calls may be monitored and/or 
rec orded for quality assurance and compliance purposes. _ 


BOOKS 


Marvel at the international cult 
hero who’s a creative superman 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

THE name of Dan Abnett may not mean a lot to 
you. But for many millions around the world he 
is rapidly assuming cult celebrity status. 

He has sold more than three million books in 
over a dozen languages and is a multiple New 
York Times best-selling novelist. 

What’s more, he has created comic storylines 
for some of the world’s most famous superheroes 
such as Superman, Batman and Iron Man, writ¬ 
ten books for the likes of Doctor Who and Torch- 
wood, and when the latest blockbuster movie 
based on characters created by Marvel hits the 
big screen later this year, it will based upon his 
work. 

In short, Dan Abnett, 47, is a big deal in the 
world of fantasy and science fiction. 

Today, he can tour the world attending con¬ 
ventions where fans will jet thousands of miles 
just to meet him - and him in particular - to get 
their book signed. 

So it’s little wonder then, as he strolls the 
streets of the Kent town he grew up in, and 15 
years ago returned to live in with his wife and 
two daughters, he’s started getting recognised. 

“Early on, when I was first cutting my teeth 
with the famous franchises, they had no idea 
who I was,” the author explains, from his Maid¬ 



stone home. “Now people will seek me out be¬ 
cause they enjoy my books. 

“At some conventions, people will queue for 
four hours with a suitcase of every book I’ve ever 
written, asking me to sign every one of them. 


“And over the last two or three years, I’ve 
started getting recognised. I will be out in Maid¬ 
stone and they’ll spot me. Or people strike up a 
conversation with me. It is the weirdest thing.” 

But Mr Abnett works in a slightly bizarre world. 


/v/;ws 


It pays to 
advertise 
e Call 

01303 
817056 

ARCHANT !■ KOS MEDIA 


newspapers • magazines • online • events • mobile and iPad 
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bringing you the Latest news ■ sport ■ video ■ jobs ■ cars and property ...Just visit the Apple App Store 



GRAPHIC GENIUS: Dan Abnett, Left, has written 
and drawn a number of comic book heroes 

In addition to his scriptwriting work for comic 
giants such as Marvel, DC and 2000AD, he 
writes books for the likes of Doctor Who, is cur¬ 
rently working on a comic for Battlestar Galati- 
ca, and has sold vast quantities of books based on 
the popular Warhammer table-top game. 

He admits he inhabits a world of nerds and 
geeks (“I consider myself to be both” he says.). 

“I think I’m one of them,” he says of his audi¬ 
ence. “If I wasn’t writing it I would be reading it. 
So I identify with that enthusiasm and I think I 
bring that to my writing. 

“Essentially I am just a commercial writer - a 
gun for hire. But I don’t approach it with a com¬ 
mercial attitude. I write what I hope I would read 
if I was my target audience. I hope that enthusi¬ 
asm comes across.” 

But what of the famously rabid fan bases who 
can be so vocal if they feel the direction of their 
hero has taken a wrong turn? 

“You do have to be quite thick skinned,” the 
author says, “because even if you do something 
well and 95 per cent of your audience enjoy 
what you have written, there will always on the 
internet be an enclave of people who spend their 
time picking holes in it. 

“I think if I spent too much time on the forums 
I could end up feeling very sorry for myself.” 

The son of two art teachers, he discovered his 
love of superhero comics when he was nine, and 
combined his love of writing and drawing to cre¬ 
ate his own comics. 

After attending school in Maidstone and Ro¬ 
chester he went to Oxford University. He then 
landed a job in the Marvel UK office, where he 
scripted storylines for the likes of the Ghost- 
busters, Care Bears and Thomas the Tank Engine 
franchises. Honing his skills, he began a career 
path which would see him create storylines for 
some of the biggest names in the industry - Bat¬ 
man, Superman, Wonder Woman, Iron Man, 
Judge Dread and X Men. To name but a few. 

“In the 1990s I started working for the big 
American comic publishers and the likes of 
2000AD. I started picking up novels on commis¬ 
sion and since then I tend to write novels in the 
morning and comic scripts in the afternoon.” 

He created Sinister Dexter for 2000AD and is 
now working on “cosmic superhero” book The 
Hypernaturals, and is soon to embark on writing 
scripts for Superman’s latest adventures. 

Then there’s the small issue of promoting his 
first children’s novel - Dragon Frontier (see box). 

While Mr Abnett may not be a name familiar 
with most right now, that may not be the case 
for much longer. 

After the huge success of the Avengers movie, 
Marvel’s next big screen outing is set to be Guard¬ 
ians of the Galaxy - with the movie based on a 
comic he wrote alongside regular writing part¬ 
ner Andy Lanning. 

“We’re not involved in the film - but it is based 
on our line-up,” he explains. “We’re in the dark 
as much as anyone else but it will be very excit¬ 
ing to see what they do to it.” 



DRAGON FRONTIER 


Published by Puffin, Dragon Frontier is 
the first of a trilogy aimed at the 
younger audience, and one which Mr 
Abnett came face-to-face with this 
week on a whistle-stop tour of schools 
across the south east. 

The action adventure book, aimed 
at readers aged nine up, is his first for 
children. 

"It’s a proper old school adven¬ 
ture," he said. "I have been lucky 


having worked in comics and sci-fi and they 
come with a pre-built fan base who are 
immensely enthusiastic about this stuff. To 
have that interaction is terrific. But this is 
for an audience who come with no 
expectations other than it is for their age 
group - so there will be a purity of fan base 
which will be very interesting to see." 

The book has been critically well 
received so far and is available now in 
paperback, priced at £6.99. 




Our totally amazing 


'Kent’ Oak 
Corner TV Unit 
£390:50 

£199.75 


Oak Nest Tables 
£27930 * 

£139.75 A 


'Kent' Oak Sideboards all Vt 
price small, medium, large, 
eg Large £83930 

£299.75 


Oak Computer 

Cabinet 

£30930 

£199.75 


‘Oregon’ Oak 
Display Cabinet 
£4t ■gcOC 

£239.90 


‘Rutland’ 
Oak T.V unit 
£34930 

£249.80 


‘Grandeur’ Oak extending Table & 
4 Chairs (additional chairs available) 
£4449 £739 


‘Whitstable’ 

Oak wardrobe 
with mirror door 


Bonded Leather Chair 

£49930 £69.50 
, . , each 

Salvador 
4 deep Drawer 
Chest Drawers 
£249330 

£199.80 


Oak Occasional Tables 
£89439" 

£69.80 each 


Large Draw 
Leaf Oak table 
£29930 

£399.75 


HUNDREDS OF BARGAINS 
WITH SOME AS LOW AS 


New ‘Eton’ Painted Bedroom Collection with solid Oak Tops 

eg. 7 Drawer Wide Chest Introductory offer price £349.80 

After offer price £489r80 _ 


‘Mountford’ Rustic Oak Bedroom Collection eg. 5 Drawer Wellington Chest 

NOW £259.80 CH) OS) SEMjGGj 1 


‘OLIVIA’ Oak 1.3 extending table & 4 chairs set (additional chairs available) 

NOW £699 ©GJ^jEGu 1 


our price We will not be beaten on price 


GUARANTEE 


stocKs last 

tgp 1 


Please visit our website for details 


PINE ©"THINGS 

Furnishers 

Wincheap Road (junc. with A2, Retail Park) Canterbury, Kent CT1 3TY 



www.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 30 years, open 7 days a week 
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Burglar gets jail term 

A 24-year-old from Tunbridge Wells has been 
jailed for burgling the home of an elderly couple 
and stealing thousands of pounds worth of 
jewellery. Michael Jonathon Smith, of Penning¬ 
ton Road, was sentenced to three years. 


EVENTS 



Ceilidh Break 


Loch Awe Hotel 


Argyllshire 

STB ★★★ 




A 7 day coach holiday staying at 
our Loch Awe Hotel. There will be 
an excursion everyday including 
Oban, Isles of Mull & Iona, Dunoon, 
Tighnabruaich, Cruise on Loch 
Lomond, Fort William, Glencoe 
& Rannoch Moor. 


All for just 


£309 

per person 


I 


Your special 
coach departs 
Tuesday 30th 
April 


Tour includes: 

6 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions_ 

Pickup from Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Sittingbourne 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 


Ballot set to open in rush for 17,000 
free tickets to our top attractions 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

THOUSANDS of free tickets to the county’s top 
tourist attractions will be up for grabs as My 
Kent Big Weekend returns for 2013. 

The annual event, launched by Visit Kent sev¬ 
en years ago, will see more than 17,000 free 
tickets on offer for attractions big and small. 

All the tickets are awarded via a ballot - the 
website for which goes fully live on Monday, 
January 28. Each household in the county can 
apply for two tickets. 

Among the activities and attractions on offer 
will be castles, vineyards, wildlife parks and riv- 
erboat tours. 

The website will remain open for applications 
until midnight on Febuary 18. 

My Big Kent Weekend - when the tickets can 
be used - will be March 23 and 24. It 
now forms part of English Tourism 
Week. 

Among the attractions taking part are: 

Tonbridge Castle, the Historic Dockyard 
Chatham, Rochester Cathedral, the Rom¬ 
ney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway, Leeds 
Castle, Penshurst Place, Dover Castle, 
and Kent & East Sussex Railway. 

Sandra Matthews-Marsh, chief executive at 
Visit Kent, said: “My Kent Big Weekend is 
all about having fun and celebrating the variety 



NEW ON LIST FOR 2013 


■ Cyclopark, Gravesend 

■ East Kent Railway, Shepherdswell 

■ DFDS Seaways 

■ Gravesend Old Town Hall 

■ Howletts and Port Lympne wild 
animal parks 

■ Joss Bay Surf School, Broadstairs 

■ Sittingbourne and Kemsley Light 
Railway 



LOTS OF CHOICE: Penshurst Place (above), 

Kent and East Sussex Railway and Port Lympne 
are among the many attractions to choose from 

of attractions and hidden gems which make 
our county such a popular destination for day 
visits and short breaks. 

“These attractions, and the wide 
range of sporting and creative activi¬ 
ties available, entertain our visitors 
but they also add so much to our qual¬ 
ity of life as Kent residents. 

“My Kent Big Weekend gives us all 
an opportunity to get out and about 
and discover new days out and enter¬ 
tainment on our doorstep - and then we are able 
to recommend those experiences to all our 
friends and families.” 


KEY DATES 


BIG WEEKEND 


To register for two free tickets: 

Visit www.mykentbigweekend.co.uk 

Ballot opens January 28 
Ballot closes February 18 
My Kent Big Weekend March 23-24 


Anyone without internet access to visit www. 
mykentbigweekend.co.uk can go to a local visi¬ 
tor information centre for more information and 
to enter the ballot. 


Sale Now On 


Fantastic display of lighting 
Over 2,500 stocked products 
Large showrooms 
Tonbridge 6,000 Sq ft, 

Tunbridge Wells 5,000 Sq ft 
Free parking. Open 7 days per week 
Confident, trained & helpful staff 



Tonbridge Lighting Centre 

Tunbridge Wells Lighting Centre 

Edwards Electrical 

Edwards Electrical 

Vale Road Industrial Estate 

North Farm Industrial Estate 

TN9 1SW 01732 363583 

TN2 3BF 01892 527647 

next to Tonbridge Fire Station 

near Topps Tiles 
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' TRY THE 
PARK HOME 
EXPERIENCE 


in one of our homes 
for a few days! 

Ask for more details 






Secure your future with a Haulfryn Residential Park Home 

MOVE WITHIN A MONTH 

with our part-exchange scheme on your existing property 

Free valuation available 

CALL FOR DETAILS 08433 202950 

No break-down in chain once price is approved • No estate agency fees 

Brand new homes at 3 stunning parks in Kent from £75,000 


Beckenham Park in Rainham 


Longbeech Park in Charing 




Brand New 
Stately Tredegar 


11 


42 


12 


2 Bedrooms 


Home of your 
choice 


30' x 10' 

1 Small double bedroom 


Limited number of second-hand twin units available 


Why Choose Park Home Living? 

- Independent living 

- Friendly communities 

- Modern homes 

- Attractive surroundings 

- Safe and secure environment 

- Less maintenance and lower costs 

- Haulfryn Part Exchange Scheme 

- Finance available 


For more information or to receive a Residential Park Living Pack 
call: 08433 202950 see more availability at: www.haulfrynresidential.co.uk 


Move within a month with our part exchange scheme 


Move within a month with our part exchange scheme 


Move within a month with our part exchange scheme 


Kitchen, bathroom & lounge 
Fully furnished 


• Central heating 
Double glazing 


• Central heating 

• Skylights to lounge 

• Private location 

• Part exchange available 


• Central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Garage & driveway 

• Part exchange available 


• Fully furnished 

• Double glazing 

• Open plan living space 

• White goods included 


• Fully furnished 

• Insulated loft 


• Open plan living area 

• Integrated white goods 
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LET US CREATE A PARADISE 





• No More Mowing • No More Brown Spots 
• No More Muddy Kids • No More Muddy Paw Prints 


• Just sit back & relax • Usable all year round 
• Child & Pet Friendly • No Fuss, No Hassle, No Worries 


I m Free Samples • Free Site Survey & Quotations • Full Supply 
& Installation Service • Supply only service for the DIY Enthusiast 



forever 0reen ^wns 

✓\rtijlciaf 0rass QpecUtffcts 
Email: sales@forevergreenlawns.co.uk 



Free Phone: 

0800 668 1958 
Tel: 01732 
323122 


www.forevergreenlawns.co.uk 
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COMMUNITY 


Spa town prepares to bloom for 
county in national competition 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

TUNBRIDGE Wells will be hoping 
to blossom when it becomes the 
county’s only representive in the 
large town category of the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Britain in 
Bloom Finals for 2013 

It has been selected from more 
than 1,000 entrants after regional 
and national judging last year. 

It was selected for “outstanding 
commitment to environmental re¬ 
sponsibility, community participa¬ 
tion and gardening achievement” 
and is one of 80 finalists in the large 
town category. 

The honour is a remarkable re¬ 
turn to the competition for the town, 
which pulled out of the contest for 
several years, only returning in 
2010 courtesy of the Royal Tun¬ 
bridge Wells Forum residents’ group, 
with support from the council. 

In July and August, Tunbridge 
Wells’ green-fingered volunteers 
will be showing off their commit¬ 
ment to a cleaner, greener Britain, 
by taking the Britain in Bloom 



judges on a tour of projects and ini¬ 
tiatives. The hope is of being award¬ 
ed gold and being named category 
winner at the annual award cere¬ 
mony, this year being held in 
Cleethorpes in October. 

Andrea Van Sittart, head of re¬ 
gional development at the RHS, 
said: “Thanks to the legacy of Lon¬ 
don 2012, the power of volunteer¬ 


ing has never been more widely 
recognised or appreciated. 

“Britain in Bloom saw a 30 per 
cent uplift in sign-ups over the past 
year and this year, we have a record 
number of finalists. It seems more 
people are prepared to donate their 
time and energy to projects like 
this, because they are aware that 
improving their neighbourhoods 



ATTRACTIVE: Dunorlan Park 
remains one of Tunbridge Wells' 
most picturesque areas. 

can change lives and boost people’s 
confidence, health and happiness. 

“The Britain in Bloom campaign 
is making a difference, and people 
want to be a part of that.” 

The kind of projects undertaken 
by Britain in Bloom volunteers - 
which judges will be assessing - in¬ 
clude maintenance of parks and 
communal gardens, the manage¬ 
ment of natural spaces such as 
wildflower meadows and conserva¬ 
tion areas, community initiatives 
to promote recycling and environ¬ 
mental awareness, and projects to 
involve schools and residents. 


ORIGIN OF THE CONTEST 


Started in 1964 by the British Tourist 
Board as a way of marketing the country, 
today Britain in Bloom is a campaign that 
brings communities together to enhance 
the look, feel and pride of a place, through 
gardening and environmental projects. 

Although the campaign runs all year 
round, the run-up to the judges' tour is 
when communities redouble their efforts. 


Why I hope you 
never have to 
ring this number: 
01795 477505 

Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and usually people 
ring me when their marriage has broken 
down; or they are in dispute with a 
neighbour; or they have had an injury at 
work; or someone has died. 

Matrimonial, litigation, personal injury, 
commercial law, conveyancing and 
probate. I do it. It's my job - but I never 
forget that for you it could be the most 
important moment in your life, that moment 
when you pick up the phone to ring. 

RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 


© MTW Healthcare 

The Well* Suftt 


Line and wrinkle reduction procedures available at The Wells Suite 

Whether from environmental damage, such as 
smoking or sun, or just a natural side-effect of 
ageing, our faces are prone to showing lines 
and wrinkles. 

There are many ways to treat lines and wrinkles. 

To establish which treatment is right for you, 

The Wells Suite now offers regular clinics with 
Consultant Plastic Surgeon Mr Brent Tanner 
MA (Cantab) FRCS every Thursday evening. 

For a free, no obligation consultation, 
please call 01892 635888. 


For further information on our line and wrinkle reduction treatments, please visit www.thewellssuite.co.uk 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Firm’s magnetic role in making 
the Hadron Collider a success 



ACHIEVEMENT: Michael Fallon was impressed to learn HV Wooding provided parts used 
in the generation of particles necessary for discovering the previously elusive Higgs boson 


Exclusive 
By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THE role a Kent company played in one of 
the most exciting scientific break-throughs 
in a generation - the discovery of the so- 
called God particle - has emerged. 

Hythe firm HV Wooding were chosen 
ahead of competitors around the world to 
help construct the Large Hadron Collider 
in Switzerland. 

It was built to investigate the very ori¬ 
gins of the universe and proved the ex- 
istance of the Higgs boson (see box). 

The Hythe firm created the vital yokes to 
hold in place magnets which generate the 
particles used to get a better understand¬ 
ing of the fundamental laws of nature. 

The scientific trade secret was revealed 
when business minister and Sevenoaks MP 
Michael Fallon visited the company’s 
Range Road Industrial Estate plant. 

“You helped to discover the God particle 
- and from a small business in Kent,” said 
a clearly astonished Mr Fallon. 

Harry Wooding, managing director of 
the family firm which has been operating 
since 1966, said: “This shows that our 
business is, quite literally, at the cutting 


edge of science. What is also gratifying is 
that we beat off competition from compa¬ 
nies across Europe - because the physicists 
working on the Hadron were confident we 
could deliver the precision engineering 
they required.” 

HV Wooding started work on the parti¬ 
cle physics project - which is housed in a 
17-mile long circular tunnel 175 metres 
below the countryside of the Franco-Swiss 


border, close to Geneva - in 2011. 

The firm has since completed around 
£400,000 of business with its operators, 
the European Organisation for Nuclear Re¬ 
search (CERN), and further contracts are 
expected, with Wooding staff frequent visi¬ 
tors to the experimental facility. 

One £70,000 deal was reached as the 
Hythe company’s tender was just £50 low¬ 
er than its nearest rival. 


WHAT IS THE HIGGS BOSON? 


The Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) took 10 years to build, 
becaming operational in 
2008. Its purpose is to allow 
scientists to test different 
theories about the exact 
nature of the matter which 
makes up the universe. 

The £2.6 billion device 
works by accelerating two 
beams of atomic particles in 
opposite directions around 
the tunnel. 

When the particle beams 
reach their maximum speed 
the LHC allows them to hit 
each other at four points on 
their circular journey. 
Thousands of new particles 
are produced when the 
particles collide and 
detectors placed around 
the collision points allow 
scientists to identify these 
new particles by tracking 
their behaviour. 

As the energy produced in 
the collisions increases 
researchers are able to look 
deeper into the fundamental 
structure of time and space. 
In these extreme conditions 
previously unknown atomic 
particles may appear. 

One of those identified last 
year was the so-called God 
particle - which gives matter 



its mass and so holds the 
physical fabric of the universe 
together. It is officially called 
the Higgs boson particle after 
its existence was first 
proposed by Professor Peter 
Higgs almost 50 years ago. 

Scientists said the 
discovery was a gateway 
to a new era that could see 
humanity unlock some of 
the universe's great 
mysteries. They have 
speculated that it could one 
day make light speed travel 
possible by removing the 
mass of objects, or allow 
huge items to be launched 
into space by "effectively 
switching off" the Higgs. 



Live the dream 

at BEAUTIFUL 


B& 


?pirk 


01843 823207 


07815 823207 

www.bradgatepark.co.uk 


NOW 

OPEN 
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Experience the difference 


Brand new including 
luxury holiday twins 
available 

This quiet, family-run park is walking 
distance from Westwood Cross shopping 
centre and just 2 miles from Broadstairs. 

Facilities include 

heated indoor pool, gym, launderette 
and bar/restaurant 

Not suitable for children. 


Looking for somewhere to 
stay? 

The View Guest House, with it's Art 
Deco Style exterior and 
contemporary interior, is the 
perfect place to stay on the East 
Kent Coast. 

The guest house is ideally located 
within easy reach of Margate's Old 
Town where you will find the newly 
opened dynamic Turner 
Contemporary.The area is also well 
known for its many art galleries and 
quirky bars and restaurants. 

Upon your arrival you will be 
greeted by your host who will 
show you around the beautifully 
finished interior, which you are free 
to enjoy and relax in for the 
duration of your stay. Your bags will 
be carried to your room where you 
will be able to unwind with 
complimentary refreshments and 
chocolates. 

The guest house is also the perfect 
location for entertaining. A number 
of packages are available for dinner 
parties and private functions 

It is our aim that our guests enjoy a 
restful stay within a casual, relaxed 
ambience mixed with a dash 
of luxury. 


Tel: 01843 299878 



20 Palm Bay Avenue, Margate CT9 3DQ 
www.theviewguesthousemargate.co.uk 
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ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE 
CONSTRUCTION 


Come and see our new ALL INCLUSIVE 
PACKAGE DEALS on log cabins at 


MASSIVE 

SALE NOW ON 


BIG SAVINGS ON EVERY CABIN 


FREE PACKAGE 
UPGRADE 


FREE ROOF 
INSULATION 


FREE LAMINATE 
FLOORING 


FREE HOME SITE 
VISITS 


FREE INSTANT 
QUOTATIONS 


FREE BESPOKE 
SERVICE 


FREE WARRANTY 


available with...internal rooms/laminate flooring/double glazing/insulation/electrics/climate control 


Call us for a free colour brochure 
or a no obligation quotation on 


Polhill Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks TN14 7AD 
01959 533466 


Notcutts Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
Newham Court Village 
Maidstone ME 14 5LH 
01622 730777 


Johnsons Nursery 
Old ThanetWay, 
near McDonalds, Chestfield, 
Whitstable CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


^ » cvd cn im 

www. j ohnsonsgardenbuildings .co.uk 
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OPINION 


Balance the scales of justice 


Prosecutors should have the same right to appeal as criminals if the 
justice system is to be truly fair, insits Dartford MP Gareth Johnson 


ON Tuesday, I presented my 
Ten Minute Rule Bill (the Un¬ 
duly Lenient Sentences (Right 
of Appeal) Bill) to the House. 

The purpose of the bill is 
to allow the prosecution to 
refer any sentence received 
by a defendant for any case, in 
any court, for consideration for 
an appeal. 

Currently, the prosecution is 
unable to appeal any sentence 
imposed at the magistrates 
court or youth court. It can ap¬ 
peal sentences imposed at the 
crown court, but only those for 
the most serious of offences. 
The defence, however, can ap¬ 
ply to appeal any sentence, for 
any offence, in any court. 

For example, in a youth 
court, magistrates have powers 
to sentence up to two years’ 
youth detention and so can 
deal with more serious offences 
such as rape. 

It is commonplace for sexual 
assaults to remain in the youth 
court. It is also commonplace 


for robberies, offences against 
children and supplying drugs 
to remain there. 

Yet there is no power for the 
prosecution to appeal if an un¬ 
duly lenient sentence is im¬ 
posed in any of these cases. 

What message does a lenient 
sentence send to the victim of 
crime when that victim is a 
child or young person? Or in¬ 
deed to a young offender “who 
gets away lightly”? 

If there is no recourse for the 
prosecution to appeal a lenient 
sentence given to a person in a 
youth court, what does it say to 
the victim about the fairness of 
the system; a system we want 
our children and young people 
to grow up to respect. 

In addition, sentences can¬ 
not be appealed when given for 
the following offences; affray, 
violent disorder, theft, burglary 
(including dwellings), fraud, 
deception, assault (actual bod¬ 
ily harm), possession of drugs, 
witness intimidation, danger¬ 


ous driving, causing death by 
careless driving, possession of a 
knife and possession of an of¬ 
fensive weapon. 

Also sentences for offences in 
relation to the possession of 
and distribution of child por¬ 
nography cannot currently be 
appealed by the prosecution. 

The fact that the defence can 
appeal against any sentence 
imposed for these offences, yet 
the prosecution cannot, is sim¬ 
ply not right and it inherently 
favours the rights of the offend¬ 
er over the rights of the victim. 

It also allows the courts, 
when dealing with certain of¬ 
fences, to be as lenient as they 
like without redress, yet subject 
to appeal if they are robust. The 
system should exist to protect 
victims and their families, not 
penalise them. 

It is the Attorney General’s 
office that deals with referrals 
from prosecuting authorities 
(and often members of the 
public) over appeals. In 2010, 





This is an 
insult to 
victims of 
crime and 
clearly 
unjust 


despite a large number of re¬ 
quests they were unable to 
consider one such case for ap¬ 
peal. The case, where three 
males avoided prison sentences 
for the horrifically degrading 
group assault of a 17-year-old 
autistic boy could not be ap¬ 
pealed because the convictions 
were for actual bodily harm, 
which is not in the list of offenc¬ 
es open to prosecution appeal. 
This is an insult to victims of 
crime and quite clearly unjust. 

This is exactly why I present¬ 
ed my Ten Minute Rule Bill to 
the House of Commons. 

This bill would level the play¬ 
ing field and mean that a victim 
had the same rights as a de¬ 
fendant. Surely that is what a 
balanced, fair, judicial system 
is all about? 

■ The bill has already gath¬ 
ered support from a number 
of MPs, including Canter¬ 
bury’s Julian Brazier and 
Sittingbourne and Sheppey 
MP Gordon Henderson. 


KOS COMMENT 


Don't turn your back on 
our elderly population 

EVERY winter, while most of us are 
getting excited about the prospect of 
snow, hundreds of elderly people in 
Kent are suffering in silence behind 
closed doors, hoping to just make it 
through the day. 

In this day and age, the fact that 
around 1,000 older people die during 
the colder months in Kent is so 
shocking it could be unbelievable. But 
the tragedy is real; this is happening on 
our own doorstep, in the 21st century. 

But we can help make a difference. 
Whether that’s taking 10 minutes to 
knock on an elderly neighbour’s door, 
or even popping in to make them a cup 
of tea and have a chat. We mustn’t turn 
our backs on our elderly population; we 
can all help make a real difference. 

No more pongs, please 

KENT really bears the brunt when it 
comes to pungent smells. 

Last summer we had the unpleasant 
stench of manure and now the French - 
200-odd miles away - are infecting our 
nasal passages with leaking gas. 

As the Garden of England, surely it’s 
time we had something less offensive. 




a room to 

from 

the hectic pace of life 


KITCHENS 

ant/iy uoi{/ i/v mi/zd 
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Design, Supply & Supervised Government approved installation 

LARGE SHOWROOMS AT THE OAST, CLOCK HOUSE FARM, 
HEATH ROAD, COXHEATH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME I 7 4PB 
Wealden company operating in and around the Maidstone area 

Call for an appointment: 01622 619875 www.m-b-k.co.uk 



• ALL ABOUT US 


• WHAT NEXT 


O0H 




ABBEY COURT SCHOOL teaches pupils with Severe, and Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties between 
the ages of 3 and 19. The school is based on 2 sites in Rainham (Nursery and Primary, and Strood 
(Secondary and Further Education) 


» SCHOOL VIDEO 


An insight into who we are. 


A tour of the school and presentation. 


A presentation on how our teaching and 
learn-ing is differentiated to meet the 
special needs of our pupils. 


Questions and answers. 


This school is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. Any 
offer of appointment for post is subject to 
a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau 
Disclosure. 


Are you currently working as a Supply 
Teacher? 

Have you thought of widening your experience 
working with Special Educational Needs pupils? 

Would you like to find out more? 

Why not come along to our Taster morning and 
discover more about working in a special school... 


Tuesday 5th February 
9.30am to 1pm 

Abbey Court School, Long Catlis Road, Rainham, Kent 
ME8 9TX 

To reserve a free place, telephone the school on 
01634 338220, ore-mail 
office@abbeycourt.medway.sch.uk 
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Letters/emails/twitter 



Train firms 
should help 

HAVING just read your article 
on the saga of the Tunbridge 
Wells cinema (KOS, last week), 
it occurred to me that the issue 
from a development point of 
view is probably the hidden 
unknown charges in light of 
the train tunnel’s proximity. 

Given the train companies’ 
disregard for their customers 
as a result of their fare hikes, it 
wouldn’t surprise me that they 
would hit any developer hard 
should they cause their 
diabolical service to run any 
shabbier than it currently 
does, if services get disrupted. 

Perhaps the mega profits the 
company are presumably 
making could go to develop 
some investment into the 
tunnel to avert any potential 
future building issues on the 
site? Or, just like the wrong 
type of snow on the tracks, is 
that too difficult to manage? 
Tim McCabe, by email 


Will we see an 
improvement? 

I READ a good article in your 
paper regarding station 
improvements (KoS 13/01). 

It only notes two stations in 
Kent; the remainder seem to 
be in London under Boris’ 
fiefdom, and soon to be subject 
to his attempts to control. 

By the way, all the platforms 
can take a ten-car train. How 
long will it take to build 
carriages for 12-car trains? 

As so few trains on the main 
lines in Kent have run to their 
capability since the 1986 
transfer to the Hastings line, 
will we still be standing room 
only on afternoon trains home 
for for the next 20 years? 

Chris Hughes, Rainham 

Come out for 
marriages 

SINCE a conversation I once 
had with Thanet MP Laura 


Sandys, I have been fairly sure 
she will vote in favour of equal 
marriage. 

This is why I was quite 
surprised to read in the local 
press, that she has decided not 
to make her position known 
until the last minute. 

Could it be that she has 
changed her mind? 

Other Kent MPs, like 
Canterbury’s Julian Brazier, 
for example, who is known for 
his heterocentric attitude, 
have been quite vocal about 
the subject since day one. 

As a progressive politician, I 
urge Laura Sandys to stay on 
the right side of history, by 
supporting full equality in civil 
marriage and civil partnership 
law, and to support the 
legalisation of same sex civil 
marriages, opposite sex civil 
partnerships and religious 
same sex marriages by clergy 
who wish to conduct them. 

In addition, please ensure 
civil partnerships are retained 
for gay and straight couples 
who want an alternative to 
marriage, and that married 


transgender people, should not 
be required to divorce their 
spouse before they receive a 
gender recognition certificate. 

Cllr John Worrow, 
Birchington 

Warming is 
happening 

RATHER modestly, for 
someone who regularly airs 
his views in the letters page of 
this newspaper, Terry Hudson 
claims no expertise (Letters, 
last week), but he continues in 
his defence to claim that he 
‘can read’ and has the ‘power 
of reason’. 

However, by apparently 
concluding that ‘global 
warming’ has not happened, 
he clearly demonstrates that 
his reading has been selective 
and his reasoning is flawed. 

That he continues by 
implying that concern about 
environmental change and 
the role of the motorcar 
is motivated by financial 
gain suggests his judgment 


is equally suspect. 

The sums spent on environ¬ 
mental research are dwarfed 
by the money expended by ‘big 
oil’ and its friends, with its 
origins often deliberately 
obscured, to counter scientific 
findings. 

The myth that there has 
been no warming for 16 years 
- to which Mr Hudson seems 
to be referring - has long since 
been exploded by scientists. A 
statistical examination of the 
figures is clear - the climate is 
warming. 

Doubtless Mr Hudson will 
come back with superficially 
convincing figures cherry 
picked from the data, but be 
warned that the sources he 
relies upon have been very 
selective and have ignored 
clear warnings that their 
methodology is flawed. 

One often neglected element 
in the evidence that our 
climate has warmed is the 
study of phenology - this, put 
simply, is a study of when 
flowers bloom and insects 
emerge. 


The vast bulk of the data, 
collected over generations by 
unpaid enthusiasts, was 
obtained long before global 
warming was an issue. This 
data clearly shows evidence of 
warming in recent years and 
that, on average, spring in the 
UK now begins 11 days earlier 
than 30 years ago. 

If Mr Hudson can find 
evidence of those who carried 
out this research enjoying 
‘lucrative careers’, I would be 
very much surprised. 

Hopefully, armed with my 
modest reading list and his self 
proclaimed ability to reason, 

Mr Hudson will reconsider his 
position, 

John Cantelo, 
Canterbury 

Europe union 
is good for us 

BRITAIN has always stood and 
fought for our interests and 
principles in Europe. 

We have been the driving 
force behind the single market, 
which created 3.5 million jobs 
and made the average British 
household £3,300 better off 
per year. We’ve also led the 
way on foreign policy and 
global trade, making Europe a 
force for peace and prosperity. 

Finally, we have been at the 
forefront of efforts to establish 
police cooperation across 
Europe, protecting British 
citizens from organised 
criminals and terrorists. 

This was not achieved 
through threatening our 
neighbours with blackmail, 
but through building alliances, 
winning the argument, and 
pushing for EU-wide reform. 

David Cameron wants to 
hold EU members to ransom in 
a bid to repeal the social and 
employment laws which give 
us minimum standards for 
annual holidays, maternity 
leave and working hours. 

Not only is there no way 
other EU countries will allow 
the UK to undercut the rest of 
Europe, but this clearly would 
not be in the interests of British 
citizens. 

Instead, we need ambitious 
reform, cutting red tape for 
small businesses, expanding 
trade with emerging econo¬ 
mies, and ensuring Europe 
remains competitive in the 
21st century. 

The best way to achieve this 
is by working with our 
European allies, not by 
alienating them. 

Dr Alan Bullion, 
Tunbridge Wells 
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LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas safe registered • Medway fair trader member 


* 
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BDL GAS SERVICES 

B 01634 232048 A 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


OPEN SUNDAY R/knitwe and 
10-4 aecnu(AL vtor* 


HUGE 

%\f> ** 

JO* 

i.40 

SAVINGS! 

Why not give 


V I ?? 

your home a 
full makeover! 

USS3* Wg 
£* 0 

JL\00 


£Z 


HOUSE CLEARANCE 

CHEAPER THAN THE REST AND ALL FOR A GOOD CA US E 
. Landlords, tenants £ homebuyers 
Furnish your home for under £500 with good quality 
furniture £ electricals fi help fight heart disease V 
& save lives too! 


• Suites • Lounge Furniture • Dining Tables • Coffee 
Tables -Beds, Bedroom Furniture • TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi's 
• Washing Machines • Fridges • Dishwashers 


We need your donations of furniture 
& electrical items. 
10-11 High Street, 
Maidstone, Kent. ME141HT 
Bntrah Mean Maidstone: 0844 417 9226 

1 Sittingbourne: 0844 499 4168 

Opening Times: 

1 Monday-Saturday 9.30am-5.00pm 

1 * 1 Registered Charity Number 225971 Sunday 10 - 4piT1 

*Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers and mobiles may vary **We can reclaim 28p in every £1 raised from 
the sale of your donation from the HMRC. Occasionally we are unable to accept an item that is offered to us for reasons of safety and quality. 



KENT REMEMBERED 



Beheaded king honoured 
with cetebration of 17th 
century music and words 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THIS weekend a commemora¬ 
tion takes place of the last Brit¬ 
ish monarch to be executed. 

Tunbridge Wells is one of the 
few places in the country with 
a church dedicated to King 
Charles I. 

And on Saturday and Sun¬ 
day the town marks the anni¬ 
versary of the king’s gruesome 
death at the church of King 
Charles the Martyr; one of the 
town’s most historic buildings. 

King Charles I was beheaded 
in Whitehall on January 30, 
1649, having been charged 
with high treason. 

The death of the king fol¬ 
lowed the English Civil War 
which saw the Royalist forces 
- known as Cavaliers - pitted 
against the Roundheads of Ol¬ 
iver Cromwell and his Parlia¬ 
mentarian supporters. 

The church was built in the 
years following the restoration 
of the monarchy, when Charles 
II returned to take the throne. 
It was dedicated to the dead 
king as a mark of respect. 

A year before King Charles 
I’s death, Kent saw a major 
battle between the opposing 
forces. The Kentish Royalists 
had 10,000 men in the field 
just outside Maidstone under 
the Earl of Norwich, who dis¬ 
persed his forces to hold Ro¬ 
chester, Dover and Gravesend 
as well as the county town. 



IN MEMORY: Etrusca will per¬ 
form at the event to honour the 
beheaded King Charles I 

But many were not trained 
soldiers and faced a veteran 
force under Sir Thomas Fair¬ 
fax, an excellent military com¬ 
mander. His troops crossed the 
River Medway and attacked 
Maidstone in the face of a terri¬ 
ble downpour of rain. 

The Roundheads took streets 
in fierce hand-to-hand fighting 
before the present day Gabriel’s 
Hill saw the last stand during a 
massive thunderstorm. 

The battle was a key part of 
the final months of the conflict 
which ended in victory for Par¬ 
liament - and its Puritans who 
frowned on most forms of mu¬ 
sic and entertainment. 

At the start of the 17th cen¬ 
tury, the waters at Tunbridge 
Wells were becoming popular 
with visitors who wanted to 
improve their health. 

But the victors of the conflict 
took a dim view to such frivo¬ 
lous activity - hence Tunbridge 
Wells’ celebration of the return 
of the Stuart royal dynasty. 

This year’s King Charles Fes¬ 


tival weekend, (January 26- 
2 7) provides the opportunity to 
explore both the literature and 
music of the 17th century, with 
the annual public lecture and a 
Sunday afternoon concert. 

Comfortable Words: A Lec¬ 
ture on the Language of the 
Book of Common Prayer will 
take place at the church on 
Saturday, at 2.30pm in Lon¬ 
don Road. It will be conducted 
by Dr Helen Wilcox, professor 
of English at Bangor University. 

Following the recent 350th 
anniversary of the prayer- 
book’s first publication in 
1662, she will be exploring the 
rich history, language and leg¬ 
acy of this influential book, 
highlighting its literary quali¬ 
ties, and exploring its presence 
in literature and wider culture. 
It was widely used at the time 
of King Charles’ death. Entry is 
free, and an original 1662 edi¬ 
tion of the book will be on show. 

Sunday will see a musical 
event called Wed Your Divine 
Sounds; featuring lute rendi¬ 
tions of songs from the period 
at the same venue, starting at 
3pm. The programme features 
Giovanni Carissimi’s passion¬ 
ate cantata The Lament of 
Mary Stuart. The concert is 
presented by Etrusca: Alessan- 
dra Testai, soprano, and Robin 
Jeffrey, lutes. Tickets are £12, 
or £10 in advance. 

To book email kcmconcerts@ 
blueyonder.co.uk or alterna¬ 
tively visit Hall’s bookshop. 
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Studying 
stand-up? 
Really, it's 
not a joke! 

SEE PAGE 29 



NAME 

GAME 

Adam takes to 
the streets for 
Mini challenge 

SEE PAGE 45 


Kent Weekend 
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Jembathrooms. com 

Unit 25 Angerstein Business Park, 

12 Horn Lane, Greenwich,SE10 ORT 
We are Open Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm Sunday llam-3pm 


Victorian 

Bathroom 

Suite 

1700 Steel Bath 
+Front Panel 
Victorian Basin 
&Pedestal 
Toilet with Seat 
Period Basin Taps 
Period Bath Shower 
Mixer 

Bath & Basin Waste 

£359 


Granada Twin 

Grip Bathroom 

Suite 

1700x700 Twin Grip 
Bath 
& Panel 

Roundline Basin & 
Pedestal 

Toilet Suite & Soft 
close Seat 
Lever Basin Mixer 
Lever Bath Filler 
Bath & Basin Waste 

£299 


Freestanding 

Baths 

Sli pper & Double 

Ender 

Chrome Period Feet 

£299 


Devon Shower 

Doors 

760 Pivot Door . £104 

800 Pivot Door . £109 

900 Pivot Door . £113 

760 Bifold Door . £126 

800 Bifold Door . £126 

900 Bifold Door . £126 

800 Quadrant . £137 

900 Quadrant . £137 

1000 Sliding Door.. £156 
1100 Sliding Door.. £156 
1200 Sliding Door..£156 

760 Side Panel .£ 67 

800 Side Panel .£ 70 

900 Side Panel .£ 76 

Life Time Guarantee 


Aries‘P’ Shower Bath 

With Front Panel & Screen 


£239 


Aries’L’ Shape 

Shower Bath 

with Front Bath Panel 
& Bath Screen 

£259 


Devon Quadrant 

800 or 900 

With Shower Tray and Waste 

£199 


L’Shape 


Devon 

Shower Bath Suite 


Bath+Panel & Screen 


1200 Sliding Door 

Modern Basin & Pedestal 


With 760 Side Panel 

Compact Toilet & Seat 


With Slim Tray and Waste 

Delta Basin Mixer & Waste 


Bath Filler & Waste 


£299 

only £499 






T’Shower Bath Suite 


D Shape Shower Bath 
Bath Front Panel & Bath 
Screen 

Basin, Pedestal, Toilet 
Suite 

LeverBasin Mixer & Waste 
Lever Bath Filler & Waste 
With Standard Seat 

£399 


Contemporary Suite 

Steel Bath & Front Bath Panel 
Roundline Basin & Pedestal 
Toilet Suite & Soft Close Seat 
Modern Basin Taps & Waste 
Modern Bath filler & Waste 

£299 


King Gloss White 


Rome Cloakroom 

Vanity Unit & 


Suite 

Basin 


Roundline Basin & Pedestal 

500mm . £99 


Toilet with Soft Close Seat 

600mm . £129 


Lever Basin Mixer & Waste 



£119 


2000 sq ft First Floor Showroom its worth a visit. 

Prices Include VAT and Free Delivery for 40miles. Small charge for further. 

Telephone: 020 8858 5005 
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THE INTERVIEW 


Chatback Comedy 


The funny plan is still on course 

Joe Bill learns about the duo who put their studies in stand-up to good use 



I T has been on the end of both curt 

criticism and the odd disapproving tut in 
the past, but University of Kent’s stand-up 
comedy teaching module is having the 
last laugh. 

Two graduates of the drama and theatre 
studies course are looking to take the comedy 
world by storm, having bagged an Edinburgh 
star for their third anniversary special. 

Sam Gardner, who studied the MA stand-up 
comedy module, and Lucy Danser, who studied 
the creative producing for theatre module, run 
an up-and-coming comedy club out of The 
Parrot pub in Canterbury. 

The pair will celebrate their third year in 
charge of Chatback Comedy this month after 
going full circle and securing a performance 
from Norwegian comedian Daniel Simonsen. 

The performer, who won the Best Newcomer 
Award at the 2012 Edinburgh Festival, also 
happens to be the headliner from the very first 
Chatback Comedy show back in 2010. 

Lucy, 25, said: “Myself and Sam were 
housemates at university and I’d always loved 
and been involved with the stand-up comedy 
scene in London and at the Edinburgh Festival. 

“Sam was offered the opportunity to hold a 
one-off comedy night at The Parrot, where he 
worked, so we decided we’d pool our skills and 
knowledge and do it together. 

“It was a great success, completely sold out 
and we even had to turn people away. 

“The Parrot agreed we could hold it as a 
regular monthly event and we’ve been doing so 
for three years. The pub has actually changed 
hands twice in that time, but we’ve stayed.” 

The pair were schooled by Kent tutor Dr 
Oliver Double, himself a former stand-up and a 
prolific comedy-writer, and it was his course 
that inspired the pair to create the club. 

“We opened the club because, despite the fact 
there was the country’s only stand-up comedy 
course right here in Canterbury, there was 
nowhere these acts could go and perform 
alongside [professional] acts working the 
circuit, on the next level up from them. 

“They could go to see big names in London 
and there was their own [student] night 


Monkeyshine run by Dr Double, but nothing in 
the middle, so we opened Chatback.” 

Lucy and Sam have managed to mix students 
with professional stand-up comedians at their 
nights by bringing in a few big names but also 
allowing open-mic slots for local comics or 
comedy students to get a five-minute set. 

“It’s been great for new acts to meet 
professional comedians, to get tips and feedback 
on their material and experience performing in 
a different style of club. 

“We have a very loyal audience and we’ve 
seen it grow and change over the years. Early 
on we had a lot more friends and students. 
Nowadays we have people from all over and 
from Canterbury, which is wonderful.” 

Chatback has attracted the likes of TV regular 
Milton Jones, Britain’s Got Talent star Kev 
Orkian and the face of Viva TV, Eric Lampaert. 

“We’re based on the London-style comedy 
club. The atmosphere is buzzy, the acts are new, 


exciting and often on the cusp of becoming 
more widely known on television shows. 

“The comedians mingle with the audience 
and there is always a friendly, chatty, happy 
feel. The Parrot is unique and comedians love to 
play gigs there because it’s so friendly.” 

Lucy, who is also a trained actress, believes 
the Canterbury comedy scene has improved 
dramatically since they started on Chatback. 

“The Parrot is our resident club, but over the 
years we’ve held gigs in Whitstable, on the UKC 
campus and further afield. We’ve definitely 
noticed a big surge in comedy in Canterbury 
over the past few years. Many pubs have begun 
holding open-mic nights, too, which is great 
because there are lots more places to try out 
material for new comics.” 

Chatback has also gone into the Gulbenkian 
theatre on the university campus to put on 
children’s comedy shows and workshops. 

Changes are afoot for the young Chatback 



APPEALING: Lucy Danser and Sam Gardner have 
attracted the Likes of Daniel Simonsen to the club 

team, with one half of the duo looking to follow 
in the footsteps of his famous comedy tutor. 

“At the end of this current season Sam will be 
leaving the company to train to become an 
English and drama teacher, ” said Lucy. 

“We haven’t ruled out him returning after 
he’s finished and is super-qualified, but for the 
next couple of years I’ll be running the 
company along with some of the existing 
members of the team.” 

And the crew have a few ideas of their own. 

“Our plans are to continue The Parrot gigs 
and the kids’ comedy at the Gulbenkian but to 
also open a club in London and to tour with our 
new format show Stand Up & Slam! - a fusion 
between performance poetry and stand-up 
comedy. It’s awesome! 

“There are a couple more ideas still under 
wraps, but we have big plans.” 

• Visit www.chatbackcomedy.com for 
information on forthcoming shows. 





PROMOTE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
with KOS TV 


from as little as per day 

www.kentnews.co.uk 

Over 80,000 unique visitors per month 

For more information please call 
Maria on 01303 817126 
email maria.george@archant.co.uk 
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Here is the oast 
with the most 

A BED-and-breakfast in Kent has been voted 
among the top 15 in the world. 

The Oast at Wittersham, above, was placed 
at number 14 in the top B&B list, put together 
by the world's largest interactive travel website, 
TripAdvisor. 

Dubbed the Oscars of the hotel world, 
the Traveller's Choice Awards also saw The 
Oast, near Romney Marsh, make the top five 
in the UK's B&B list as well as eighth in the 
European category. 

Owners Wendy and Andy Thomas said: "We 
are so honoured to be recognised. We take great 
pride in trying to redefine the bed-and-breakfast 
experience for our guests and thank them for 
taking the time to review our business and home 
in such a positive way." 

The top-performing B&B in the UK was the 
Athole Guest House in Bath, which also came 
second in the world's top 15. 

Visit www.theoastinwittersham.co.uk/ to learn 
more about the bed-and-breakfast. 


Tribute to the King of 
Pop will be a thriller 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

MICHA EL Jackson is remem¬ 
bered as one of the most influ¬ 
ential artists of all time. His ca¬ 
reer spanned four decades and 
he was continually at the fore¬ 
front of popular music. 

Now the King of Pop’s best 
work is remembered through 
Jackson Live In Concert by the 
long-time fan and talented per¬ 
former known only as Ben. 

The show, which comes to 
Margate’s Winter Gardens, 
looks to re-create the Michael 
Jackson experience with a ren¬ 
dition of all his favourite songs. 

Ben said: “From as far into 
my childhood as I can remem¬ 
ber, I have been obsessed with 
Michael Jackson. Everything 
about the King of Pop mesmer¬ 
ised and enchanted me. 

“I used to spend hours por¬ 
ing over album covers, photo¬ 
graphs, interviews, videos and 
anything I could find that was 
about Michael. 

“Even my 17th birthday party 



was Michael Jackson-themed. 
I always loved to dance and be¬ 
gan copying Michael’s signa¬ 
ture moves as I dreamt of being 
a performer just like him.” 

Ben’s portrayal of Jackson 
has been described as “the most 
vocally and visually accurate 
tribute to the King of Pop to 
have ever toured UK theatres”. 

The performer is joined on 
the stage by his live band and 
dancers who work their way 
through all of MJ’s hits, includ¬ 
ing Thriller, Beat It and Billie 
Jean. 

From his online campaign it 
is clear to see Ben’s got the look, 
the moon walk and the voice, 
not to mention the costume 
and signature dance moves. 

Jackson Live In Concert 
comes to the Winter Gardens in 
Margate on Friday, February 
15. Tickets are priced at £18 
for adults and £14 for child¬ 
ren. 

Phone the box office on 
01843 292795 or visit www. 
margatewintergardens.co.uk 
for more information. 



Mule never guess 
new Carmen star 

THE opera Carmen has been graced with 
classical theatre stars from across the globe for 
more than 100 years. 

But now the show is ready to welcome a new 
addition to the cast - Violet the donkey. 

Director Ellen Kent has brought Violet into the 
touring production to tread the boards alongside 
Moldovan National Philharmonic Orchestra 
when it comes to Dartford's Orchard theatre in 
February. 

The award-winning opera-producer spent her 
teenage years in Spain and has a rich store of 
experiences to draw on as she brings in the 
donkey from its home in Crawley. 

Violet, a lOhh (hands high) light grey, is no 
stranger to the limelight, having appeared in 
Nativity and Palm Sunday parades. 

A collection on the night will raise money for 
the Donkey Breed Society, with a different 
donkey used in every tour location. 

Tickets cost E25.50-E33.50; visit www. 
orchardtheatre.co.uk or phone 01322 220000 
for further details. 



_H.H&D#*_ 

ROMNEY, HYTHE 
& DYMCHURCH 

-R A I L W A Y- 


Celebrate with your 
Valentine and soak up the 
unique atmosphere 
of the World’s smallest 
Public Railway. 


SAT 16th FEBRUARY 2013 

28 mile round trip journey 
by Steam Train. 

Reserved seating in our 
Heritage Carriages. 

Complimentary welcome drink. 

4 course evening meal. 

Valentine gift for 
each diner. 


> * 

pp 


For further details, including the menu, visit www.rhdr.org.uk 
or call our Sales Team on 01797 362353. 


Shit 3-efhuwu)- Game <C 3)ine at 

THE WAGGON AT HALE 



The Waggon at Hale is an independent family run traditional country pub situated on 
Capstone Road, Chatham. 

Emma and her team are here to offer you a warm and friendly welcome whether you are 
looking for somewhere to have a good old pint of real ale, a glass of wine or looking to dine 
on our freshly prepared food served all day everyday. 

Fri 1st - Waggon's 2nd Anniversary 

Come join us for an evening of celebration as we celebrate our 2nd year... 

Live music from "Gaffers Duo" 

Wed 6th - Charity Quiz Night: Dog's Trust 

In memory of Rustie (the pubs 1st dog) 

Join us from 8pm for 10 rounds, with lots of on the spot prizes. Only £2.50 per person 
with all money from the quiz going to the Dog's Trust 

Thurs 14th & Fri 15th - Valentines Da 

Treat your loved one this year with our 3 course meal & a bottle of wine for only £55 per couple. 
To view the menu please visit our website 

New Restaurant Menu Now Available 

WWW.WAGGONATHALE.CO.uk 01634 400800 
179 CAPSTONE ROAD, CHATHAM, KENT ME5 7PP 
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Join Kent's 
best kept secret 

New Year - New Start - New Job 

Make it your New Year’s resolution to get back into employment with 
support from Business Services at MidKent College. 

Our 10-day ‘progression into work’ course provides expert training on subjects including interview skills, 
motivation and customer service, giving you a competitive edge on your fellow job applicants. 

Run from both our Medway and Maidstone campuses, this is one programme no serious jobseeker should miss. 

Call us today on 01622 624900 or visit www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

PRINCE2® Foundation and Practitioner Project Management Training 

(in association with ILX) Start dates throughout 2013. A blended delivery model using e-learning and classroom 

based workshops leading to an accredited project management qualification. The cost of the full PRINCE2 Foundation and Practitioner qualification 
is usually £1250 but for the next start date (February) only, we are able to offer a 10% discount bringing the price down to £1125. In addition, 
we are able to offer a 10% prompt payment discount on the tuition fees * (to a maximum of £50) bringing the final price to £1080. This no- 
nonsense price includes the e-learning licence, all tutor led workshops, registration, exams and certification. 

Microsoft Technical Training/Microsoft Specialist Courses 

The Microsoft IT Academy at MidKent College offers certified and bespoke IT training courses for IT professionals and business users, to increase job 
security and enhance career opportunities. 

Flexible learning options - including evening and Saturday classes - are available, using a blended learning approach with classroom based activities 
and e-learning options. Courses delivered by Microsoft Certified trainers at our Microsoft IT Academy in Maidstone 

Microsoft Office Word, Excel or PowerPoint Core (1 day) £50 each (plus exam fee) 

Courses must be booked in January or February to qualify for the reduced price . Please note - none of our courses charge VAT. 



NEW YEAR OFFERS 


We are offering a special promotional incentive for courses booked and paid for dur¬ 
ing January 2013. One entry per person will be made in a Prize Draw for a 3-course 
meal for 2 at either our Pavilion (Medway) or Apprentice (Maidstone) Restaurant. (The 
Prize Draw will take place on Friday 1st February and the lucky winner will be notified 
by email.) 

Other courses commencing shortly 
Leadership & Management 

• Assertiveness Skills (1 day) £150 

• ILM Level 2 Award in Leadership & Team Skills (5 days) £550 

• ILM Level 3 Certificate in Management (5 days) £1,700 

Education Courses 

• Level 3 Award & Certificate in Teaching & Learning in School £680 

• Level 3 Award, Certificate & Diploma in Teaching & Learning in School £900 

• Level 4 Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (PTTLS) (6 days) £400 
Level 4 Certificate to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (CTTLS) £800 


IT Courses 

• Training Assessment & Quality Assurance (TAQA) (2 days) £600 

• Internal Quality Assurance (IQA) (2 days) £650 

• Windows Server 2008 Active Directory Configuring (over 5 days) £825 
(plus course resources) 

• Windows Server 2008 Network Infrastructure Configuring (over 5 days) £825 
(plus course resources) 

• Windows Server 2008 Administrator (over 5 days) £825 (plus course resources) 

• Windows 7 Configuring (over 3 days) £750 (plus course resources) 

• Windows 7 Enterprise Desktop Support Technician (over 3 days) £750 
(plus course resources) 

Health & Safety/Security Courses 

• IOSH Managing Safely (4 days) £425 

• NEBOSH National Diploma Full Award (1 day x 18 mths) £5100 

• NEBOSH General Certificate (1 day x 14 wks) £1015 

• L2 Award in Door Supervision (4 days) £280 

• L3 Award in Close Protection Operations (10 days) £1400 


BOOK NOW! 

Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

Join us on 


Business 

C/// Services 

at MidKent College 


Maidstone Campus 
Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 
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Mill 


Most days Margaret feels lost 




She is vulnerable 
We understand dementia 


We can help 

01795 597 431 




We have 15 care homes 
specialising in dementia care 

For more information contact us or visit our 
website at www.avantecaresupport.org.uk 


avantej H 

care & support 

enquiries@avantecaresupport.org.uk 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


A chain eatery that knows 
all about the price of fish 


T he restaurant world is developing a 
new format. It’s out with the big, 
spacious and grand, and in with the 
boutique, tailored but simple. The 
older style still exists, however. Take 
fish-restaurant chain Loch Fyne, 
whose venue at Bluewater is your typical chain 
eatery with wide-open spaces and the ability to 
seat and serve scores of customers. 

It’s not always easy to get a feeling of personal 
service when visiting these sorts of places, but a 
new menu option and very informative staff did 
much to change my preconceptions. 

We started with a plate of Loch Fyne oysters. 
We were told that they were brought down from 
Scotland fresh every morning, as was anything 
on the menu with the Loch Fyne trademark. 
Served on ice with the option of red-wine vinai¬ 
grette or even a touch of tabasco sauce, they 
were fresh and clean with no grit. 

Next I opted for the pan-fried chilli-and-garlic 
king prawns. They were pre-shelled and the 
spicy lemon-oil sauce complemented their fresh, 
firm texture despite the presentation lacking 
finesse. The brown bloomer was well received for 
dipping although it was not as fresh as the fish. 

My guest, a chef, went for the trademarked 
smoked ashet. Again our server pointed out the 
different strength in tastes for each of the three 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



types of salmon served on the granite plate. It 
included a trio of bradan rost (kiln-roasted salm¬ 
on fillet), kinglas fillet (sashimi style) and tradit¬ 
ional smoked salmon. 

A very positive nod from my guest and the 
empty platter said enough of its quality, while 
the server’s knowledge was appreciated. 

Having heard about the Fish Your Way option 
at Loch Fyne, I gave it a try. Guests are encour¬ 
aged to “choose a fillet from the list below or visit 
the fish counter to make your choice”; this in¬ 
cluded wild Scottish hake and gilt-head bream, 


but after seeing my guest’s starter I went for the 
farmed Scottish salmon. 

You then choose how it is cooked, from grilled, 
steamed or pan-fried, which I chose. The side 
dishes are also your choice and I went for the 
battered new potatos and tenderstem broccoli. 
My chosen sauce was hollandaise. 

The salmon was firm in texture but fell away 
with a push of the fork, perfectly cooked with a 
clean, meaty flavour. However, the potatoes 
were not buttery and almost seemed an after¬ 
thought, while the hollandaise looked more like 
butter than sauce, although still rich in flavour. 

The chef went for the trademark poached 
smoked haddock. It was served with colcannon 
mash, mustard and creme fraiche sauce and 
topped with a soft poached egg. Again the plate 
was cleared and words of approval were uttered. 

Having eaten so much, we skipped dessert and 
instead mulled over the boutique style in which 
the chain store does business. With a couple of 
beers and the oyster aperitif making three cours¬ 
es, a bill of £62.55 was very reasonable. All in 
all, it had been a very surprising outing. 

Joe Bill 


■ Loch Fyne, West Village Bluewater, 
Greenhithe DA9 9SE (telephone 01322 
623930, email bluewater@lochfyne.net) 


Roastin! Top 50 spot 
for Three Chimneys 

THE Three Chimneys at Biddenden has been 
named in The Independent’s Top 50 Best 
Sunday Roasts in the country. 

The mid-Kent pub was praised for its nod to 
local suppliers, one of the judges branding it "a 
long-standing favourite". 

Using asparagus from nearby Frogshole 
Farm, potatoes from Morghen Park in 
Tenterden and meat from Park Farm in 
Hawkhurst, the pub makes the majority of its 
meals from Kentish ingredients. 

The pub was the only Kent venue to make 
the list and one of five from the South East. It 
claims to “typifiy everything you would expect 
from a traditional Kentish pub". 

Samphire takes Hart 
from new head chef 

THE culinary merry-go-round continues this 
month with Samphire in Whitstable getting a 
new leader in the kitchen. 

Dave Hart, who previously worked at The 
Fitzwalter Arms in Goodnestone, will become 
head chef at the popular seaside venue. 

Talking on the Eat Drink Kent website, Hart 
said: "The food I cook is fiercely seasonal, picking 
each yearly treat in its prime and cooking it 
simply along with other ingredients that 
enhance and complement it. 

"Whitstable has a thriving restaurant scene 
with a real buzz about it and I'm very much 
looking forward to being a part of it!" 



Find your 
perfect 
partner with 

mydate24.co.uk 


ANGEL 

FLEAMARKET 



Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 

Lots of vintage & retro bargains 
Telephone 01732 456196 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate , candlelit , romantic 

UUftv 



BOOK NOW 

01474 3ZZT3T 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 OEF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 


•virv*** 


Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


Osmonds! 



Boogie Nights in Concert 

Thu 31 January - Sat 2 February 





\ 



Rumours of Fleetwood Mac 

Sat 9 February 




Carmen 

Sun 10 February 



Circus of Horrors 

Mon 11 February 




The Soliders 

Thu 14 February 



Roy Chubby Brown 

Fri 15 February 



Milkshake! Live 

Sat 16 - Sun 17 February 


orchardtheatre.co.uk 

Ticket Office 01322 220000 


BE PART OF Advertise here Cal 01303 817056 

COMMUNITY www.kentnews.co.uk 
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Any Questions? in town 

BBC Radio 4's Any Questions? is coming to 
Medway this spring. 

The current-affairs programme, which is 
presented by Jonathan Dimbleby, is broadcast 
live on Friday evenings just after 8pm. 

The show will be hosted at the St George’s 
Centre, Chatham Maritime, with doors opening 
from 6.30pm on Friday, March 29. 

The radio show is run on TV's Question Time 
format, with audience members asking 
questions of a panel on national and 
international issues of the day. 

The event will be ticket-only and Medway 
Council will be arranging the allocation and 
distribution of tickets; email communications@ 
medway.gov.uk to find out more. 

Artist carves out a show 

KINGS HILL is hosting an exhibition featuring 
the work of one of the country's most highly- 
regarded artists. 

The exhibition, which is in five of the office 
buildings on the business park near West 
Mailing, features a series of wood-carved 
sculptures by Robert Koenig. 

His work is inspired by his Polish heritage and 
he is noted for his greater-than-lifesize 
sculptures, many of which have been on display 
in galleries such as the RIBA Sculpture Court 
and The Serpentine Gallery. 

The exhibition is part of a programme 
organised by Liberty Property Trust UK. 

Also on show is a range of work by other 
established and up-and-coming artists. 

The artworks are available to buy. The 
exhibition runs until the end of January. 


Museum invites you to 
get involved in the past 



TIMELESS: Quex Park is bringing together a range of history groups 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

HISTORY fans will be able to 
mingle with the county’s top 
heritage buffs as Quex Park 
hosts a Link To The Past event. 

On Sunday, February 10, 
the best of Kent’s dedicated 
historical groups will celebrate 
at the Powell-Cotton Museum 
in Birchington with the Trust 
For Thanet Archaeology. 

More than 15 organisations 
will showcase their activities 
coming up in 2013, including 
the likes of Birchington Heri¬ 
tage Trust, Dover Archaeology 
Group, The Friends of Margate 
Caves, University of Kent Ar¬ 
chaeology And Classics, Maid¬ 
stone Area Archaeology Group, 
Faversham Society Archaeo¬ 
logical Research Group and 
The Friends of Quex. 

The event will also mark the 
start of the Quex Memory Tree, 
where people with stories or 
photographs of personal links 
to Quex Park or the Powell- 
Cotton Museum are encour¬ 


aged to share their tales. These 
can be either brought along on 
the day or provided by contact¬ 
ing the museum in advance. 

The day will include a pro¬ 
gramme of talks by guest 
speakers from The Kent Under¬ 
ground Research Group, Than¬ 
et Archaeology, Kent Family 
History Society and the Powell- 
Cotton Museum. 


There will also be access to 
the museum, children’s activi¬ 
ties and tearooms, with some¬ 
thing for everyone looking for a 
link to the past. 

Tickets are priced at £4 for 
adults and free for under-16s. 

For details, you can visit 
www.quexmuseum.org, email 
enquiries@quexmuseum.org 
or phone 01843 842168. 


WHAT’S ON 


AND WHERE 


The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

Sat and Sun, Feb 23-24, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01322 220000 
Website: www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


Hairy Bikers: See the chefs with their new 
show Larger Than Live. Audience members 
can enjoy a slap-up meal on stage with tales of 
culinary catastrophe. Tickets £25. 


Winter Gardens, Margate 
Sunday, February 17 
Box office: 01843 296111 
Website: www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 



Chinese State Circus: The tumblers are in town. 
Now featuring the formidable Shaolin Master 
known only as The One, there are death-defying 
acrobats and feats of strength. Ticket prices vary. 


Hever Castle, Edenbridge 

Saturday, February 16, onwards 
Box office: 01732 861224 
Website: www.hevercastle.co.uk 


Upstairs Downstairs exhibition: Celebrate the 
110-year anniversary of the American multi¬ 
millionaire William Waldorf Astor buying 
romantic Hever Castle. Entry prices vary. 


Astor Community Theatre, Deal 
Monday, February 4, at 7.30pm 
Box office: 01304 370220 
Website: www.theastor.org 

Open Mic Night: Musicians who wish to perform 
are asked to come along at the beginning of the 
event to book in a slot or pre-book by email at 
openmic@theastor.co.uk. Entry is free. 



Kent BRIDE Magazine 
2013 issue - on sale NOW 





-A 


• Plan your dream wedding 

• Packed with inspirational ideas 

• Featuring Real Life Wedding Stories from Kent brides 

• Competitions 

• The finest venues in Kent 


Plus stunning bridal gowns, flowers, cakes, guest fashion, entertainment, groom dress hire and much more! 



Kent BRIDE is 
or call 01303 8 
You can order 
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HIGHLIGHTS AT CHURCHILL THEATRE BROMLEY 



. WttlVIY/; . 

Miss Daisy 


Priority Tickets. 

Great Savings. 

39 VENUES FOR £30 
JOIN TODAY! 




Go to www.atgtickets.com/ 

theatrecard 

Call 0844 871 7633 

Visit Churchill Theatre Bromley 

Box Office 


MOSCOW STATE CIRCUS 
TUE 5 - WED 6 FEB 


La Fille Mai Gardee 
Coppelia 
Swan Lake 


9 TO 5: THE MUSICAL 
MON 28 JAN - SAT 2 FEB 


YES, PRIME MINISTER 
MON 25 FEB - SAT 2 MAR 


RUSSIAN STATE BALLET 
MON 11 - WED 13 MAR 


Cost Fan Tutte & 
Simon Boccanegra 


STARRING JULIAN GLOVER, 
NICOLA MCAULIFFE AND GAY SOPER 


ENGLISH TOURING OPERA 
FRI 15 & SAT 16 MAR 


DRIVING MISS DAISY 
MON 18 - SAT 23 MAR 


MAURICE'S JUBILEE 
TUE 26 - SAT 30 MAR 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 
MON 15 - SAT 20 APR 


(Priscilla Queen Of The Desert) stars in 


THE BLUES BROTHERS 
MON 22 - WED 24 APR 


THE RISE AND FALL OF LITTLE VOICE 
MON 6 - SAT 11 MAY 


THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW 
MON 27 MAY - SAT 1 JUN 


Churchill 

Theatre 

Bromley 


ATG | TICKETS 


0844 871 7620 « 


Groups Line (8+ tickets) 0844 871 7696 
www.atgtickets.com/bromleybKgfee) 
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Looking for days out, 
short breaks or leisure 
activities come along to.... 




T ravel 

T T^TPT 

and 


Show2013 


9 -10 March - Dover Cruise Terminal 2 
11am - 4pm 

The Travel & Leisure Show offers the very best in tourism 
throughout the South East and Northern France. 

Competitions, ideas and information at the show will ensure an 
enjoyable and worthwile day out for all. 

Register for free tickets online at 

www.thetravelandleisureshow.co.uk 


0 


DFDS 

SEAWAYS 


National 

Trust 


ENGLISH HERITAGE 




ARCHANT KOS MEDIA 


^4$* 'ft* h ' ^ bluereef 

KENT LIFE Sunday 


Interested in exhibiting? 

Telephone 01303 817083 to be part of The Travel and Leisure show. 


FREE ENTRY ' FREE PARKING 
■ SEE NEXT WEEK FOR OUR EXCITING COMPETITIONS! 
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YOUR WEEKEND 


Follow us @KOSLeisure #KOSWeekender To be included on this page, please email 

or http://www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure features@kosmedia.co.uk 



Artist’s new work has the power 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archantco.uk 

PLAYING around with toys is 
something generally reserved for 
children - but not for renowned 
artist Robert Bradford. 

The sculptor, who lives in Herne 
Bay, has carved out his own niche 
in the world of art by creating new 
works out of old toys. 

Bradford’s latest creation took 
centre stage at the London Toy Fair 
this week, but then a six-foot Power 
Ranger created out of plastic figures 
probably would. 

“I was commissioned by Bandai 
Toys to make a life-size Power 
Ranger using toy Power Rangers,” 
said Bradford. “It was their idea and 
of course they supplied all the Rang¬ 
ers. So boxes and boxes arrived and 
I was like a kid in a toy shop. 

“They were all different shapes 
and sizes and there was a mass of 
packaging - it took me about half a 
day just to unwrap them all.” 

The sculpture, designed to cele¬ 
brate the 20th anniversary of 
the brand, is made up of more than 
650 toys from the Power Rangers 
collection. It took 200 hours to 
complete. 

“It is a simple wooden structure, 
really. I put a Power Ranger on the 


is a group of artists up here that has 
a studio complex. But at the minute 
I’m retired from all that and just to 
make art all day. ” 

As with his Bandai creation, 
Bradford continues to get commis¬ 
sioned for new works and comes up 
with his own designs. 

“It’s a complete mixture. A cou¬ 
ple of months ago I was in Istanbul 
sticking Coca-Cola memorabilia on 
to a two-metre-high bottle. There 
was one from Qatar which was a 
stallion that I had to make and I 
also have galleries in different coun¬ 
tries - one in Paris, one in London 
and in Greece, too. 

“I just make things speculatively 
and they get shown in the galleries 
and sometimes they sell. I have a 
model aeroplane going over to 
Boston soon.” 

And Bradford, now in his sixties, 
explained that his inspiration came 
from everywhere, not just the toys 
themselves. 

“I like making human-type 
forms. Inspiration will come from a 
toy or an ornament, or I’ll see a lit¬ 
tle shape. Sometimes the toy I’m 
working from is only three inches 
in height and I make it into a big 
thing.” 

Visit www.robertbradford.co.uk 
to see more toy designs. 


scanner and blew it up to 
life size to copy. I use the sil¬ 
houette and make a 
piece of plywood that 
shape and then 
start to fill it out 
by glueing and 
screwing Power 
Rangers to him.” 

Robert’s previ¬ 
ous toy works 
have been ex¬ 
hibited across 
the world, in 
Milan, Par¬ 
is, Amster¬ 
dam, New 
York and 
now at 
the UK’s 

largest toy trade show 
in London. 

Prior to discovering 
his talent for toy art, 
Bradford was an art 
lecturer at the Maid¬ 
stone College of Art, 
now known as UCA, 
before moving to San 
Diego, California, to 
teach for a couple of 
years. But it 
was the sim¬ 
ple inspira¬ 
tion of his 


children’s toy box that took 
his imagination. 

“It all started at my studio 
at home and there was a 
box of toys in the cor¬ 
ner that had been 
cast off. I looked in 
and thought ‘Wow, 
if there’s some way 
I could put all that 
stuff together it 
would look really 
interesting!’. It 
has gone on from 
there and 
spread all over 
the world, 

which is really 
nice.” 

Having moved 
to the seaside from his 
previous home near 
Canterbury, Brad¬ 
ford is considering 
getting back to a bit 
of teaching in his 
spare time away 
from art. 

“I will probably 
start doing a few 
workshops in 
Herne 
Bay 
soon. 
There 


WHAT’S ON 


AND WHERE 


Godinton House, Ashford 
Saturday and Sunday, February 9-10 
Box office: 01233 643854 
Website: www.godinton-house-gardens. 

Longbow archery: Ever fancied yourself as a 
modern-day Robin Hood? Well, at Godinton 
House and gardens you can improve your skills 
with a bow. Workshop (£55) includes lunch. 


Theatre Royal Margate 
Friday, February 1 
Box office: 01843 292795 
Website: www.theatreroyalmargate.com 

Jimmy Jones: Back by public demand, the 
comedian known as The Guv’nor will rekindle 
his career. For 53 years, Jones has delighted 
audiences across the world. Tickets £17.50. 


Quarterhouse, Folkestone 
Tuesday, January 29 
Box office: 01303 858500 
Website: www.quarterhouse.co.uk 

The Amazing Adventures of Pinocchio: 

Strangeface Theatre returns with its mix of 
masks, puppets and live music to the tale of 
mischief and temptation. Tickets £8. 



Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells 
Monday, February 11 
Box office: 01895 530613 
Website: www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 

The Soldiers: Sergeant Major Gary Chilton, Staff 
Sergeant Richie Maddocks and Lance Corporal 
Ryan Idzi showcase tracks from their new 
album. Tickets £22.50. 




From plumbers 
in Pluckley 
to mechanics 
in Margate 



www.localsearch24.co.uk/kent local search 24 

01303 817150 advertising@kosmedia.co.uk Kents trusted business directory 
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CONTACT US... 



If you have a business story or 
any news you think we should 
be covering in this section, 
reporter Nick Ames would 
like to hear from you. 

You can phone him on 01303 
817181, or alternatively email 
nick.ames@archant.co.uk. 


KEY PARTNERS 



HighGrowthKent 



Bishop of 
Rochester 

Academy 




Plus 


ACADEMY 

UAvctt+f XVmiW 


SUPPORTED BY 



K 0 S 



Business Week 


online@www.businessforkent.co.uk 


Your business is our business 


Eurotunnel enjoys record 
revenue in Olympics year 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

EUROTUNNEL has released figures show¬ 
ing it enjoyed a record financial return in 
2012 - a year that also saw the 300 mil¬ 
lionth passenger cross to Europe using the 
Anglo-French fixed link. 

The latest results show the company 
recording an increase in financial returns 
for 2012 over the previous 12 months of 
14 per cent - making an overall earned 
revenue of £834.5 million. 

However, figures for actual profits are 
not yet available as operating costs will not 
be calculated until March. 

Jacques Gounon, chairman and chief 
executive of parent company Groupe Euro¬ 
tunnel SA, is understandably upbeat. 

“Groupe Eurotunnel has had a record 
year,” he said. “The group has reaffirmed 
its ability to move forward by getting the 
best from the infrastructure and operat¬ 
ions it manages.” 

Spokesman John Keefe added: “It’s nice 
to see something going in the right direc¬ 
tion in this general economic climate.” 

The Le Shuttle service was the main 
contributor to revenue, bringing in £40lm 
and registering a market share of just over 



POPULARITY: Eurotunnel transported its 
300 millionth passenger earlier this year 

43 per cent. Eurotunnel says its rail serv¬ 
ices have never carried so many trucks as 
in 2012, transporting a total of 1,464,880 

- beating the previous record set in 2007. 
Passenger traffic has also grown - up 7 

per cent for cars and 5 per cent for coaches 

- and the numbers carried approached 2.5 
million vehicles, with the London Olym¬ 
pics and Queen’s Jubilee big factors in this 
increase. 

The three ferries acquired from Sea- 
France started operations at the end of 
summer, but next month will see a greater 


number of crossings. The company says 
this will add to revenue for 2013. 

The high-speed services operated by 
Eurostar from St Pancras via Ebbsfleet and 
Ashford also saw an increase of 2 per cent 
in passenger numbers, up to 9.9m. 

In its January report, which contained 
the figures, the company stated: “The ad¬ 
vantages of the Tunnel - that is to say 
speed, reliability and respect for the envi¬ 
ronment - are appreciated by customers. 

“This is demonstrated by the number of 
people transported: the symbolic bar of 
300m passengers travelling through the 
Channel Tunnel since its construction was 
reached in October 2012, of which ap¬ 
proximately 20m travelled in 2012. 

“Overall, although the economic crisis is 
not yet over and competition remains 
strong in the cross-Channel market, cus¬ 
tomers continue to demonstrate strong 
loyalty to the Eurotunnel system. 

“The high frequency of departures, the 
short journey time, the levels of punctual¬ 
ity and minimal impact on the environ¬ 
ment encourage industrial and individual 
customers to turn to Eurotunnel, whose 
business model and the capacity of whose 
staff to adapt to the increases in traffic 
should be recognised.” 


More opportunities in burgers 



OPPORTUNITIES: A representative of McDonald's talks to school pupils about their future careers 


Small drop in 
jobless total 

THE jobless total across 
the county fell in the three 
months to November by 324 
and now stands at 34,402. 

Medway was one of the 
top-performing areas in 
the South as its number 
of people out of work fell 
by 153 to 6,655. For the 
remainder of the county the 
number fell by 171 to 27,747 

Across Kent a drop in the 
jobless total was recorded 
in eight districts (including 
Medway), while an upsurge 
was noted in four. 

Falls were recorded in 
Maidstone (down 125 to 
2,347) and Tonbridge and 
Mailing (down 80 to 1,434), 
but there were increases in 
Dover (up 121 to 2,625) and 
Shepway, up 70 to 2,730 

Roger House, of the 
Federation of Small 
Businesses, said: “Although 
it is good news that long¬ 
term unemployment is 
falling, a growing number 
of these people have 
gone on to Government- 
supported training and 
jobs programmes and 
are no longer classed as 
unemployed in the figures.” 


FAST-FOOD chain McDonald's 
is to create 65 new jobs across 
the county this year. 

The drive is part of a 
nationwide commitment to 
create 2,500 new positions 
across the UK by the end of 
the year. 

New employees will also 
be able to obtain qualifications. 

The jobs will be in existing 
outlets - the company does 
not plan to open any new Kent 
restaurants. Instead there will 
be “more people on the floor" 
to serve customers. 

Franchisee Paul Crocker, 


who owns 10 restaurants in 
the county, said: "In 2012 we 
added some fantastic crew 
from the community to our 
team, many of whom were 
starting out in their first job. 

“As a local employer, I 
believe it’s important for 
all those who can to continue 
giving young people in 
particular the chance to 
get workplace experience." 

Vince Cable, Secretary 
of State for Business, 
Innovation and Skills, said: 

"A highly-skilled workforce 
is an important part of any 


growing business. That's 
why I am pleased to see 
how McDonald's is providing 
training and apprenticeships 
in a range of skills." 

McDonald's offers all 
its employees access to 
nationally-recognised 
qualifications. 

Employees have the 
opportunity to gain a range of 
qualifications from adult 
certificates in maths and 
English to apprenticeships. 

A foundation degree is also 
offered to restaurant 
managers. 


MUSIC CHAIN 


Hope for HMV 
as debt is sold 

JOBS at music chain 
HMV could be saved as 
restructuring specialist Hilco 
has taken effective control of 
the music- and DVD-retailer. 

Hilco, which already owns 
HMV Canada, has bought 
the debt of the chain, which 
employs some 150 people 
in Kent, from lenders Lloyds 
and Royal Bank of Scotland. 

The deal means that at 
least some of HMV’s stores 
in Ashford, Canterbury, 
Maidstone, Folkestone, 
Tunbridge Wells, Bluewater 
and Westwood Cross should 
stay open. 

HMV’s estimated debt 
was about £176 million, 
but Hilco is believed to have 
paid much less than this to 
acquire it because the retail 
chain is in administration. 

The company stated: 

“Hilco UK confirms it has 
acquired HMV’s debt from 
the group’s lenders. It has 
not bought the business 
itself. 

“Hilco believes there to 
be a viable underlying HMV 
business and will now be 
working closely with Deloitte 
who, as administrators, are 
reviewing the business to 
determine future options.” 



Search forthe 
top decorator 

THE hunt for the Dulux 
Decorator Centres' Apprentice 
of the Year 2013 starts at North 
West Kent College, where Last 
year's winner Aron Baker, 
above, studies. 

Young painters and 
decorators have untiL Friday, 
February 22, to enter the 
competition, which is open 
to apprentices and full-time 
painting and decorating 
students aged 17-24 on a 
recognised course and 
studying an NVQ or SVQ Level 
two or three. 

To enter, visit www. 
duiuxdecoratorcentre.co.uk, 
see www.facebook.com/ 
DuluxDecoratorCentres or @ 
DuluxDecCentre on Twitter. 


■ FOR ALL THE LATEST JOBS IN KENT - with more than 1,500 advertised - SEE OUR WEBSITE WWW. JOBS24.CO.UK/KENT 
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Regional Growth Fund: it s time 
to bid in the next round of loans 



EXPANDING: MP Michael Fallon meets John Wooding during his recent visit to H V Wooding in Hythe 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

BUSINESSES are being urged to bid for Govern¬ 
ment cash loans as a new round of the Regional 
Growth Fund has just opened. 

Business Minister Michael Fallon encouraged 
firms to apply for some of the £350 million on 
offer while on a visit to the manufacturer H V 
Wooding, in Hythe, which obtained £l.lm via 
the Expansion East Kent programme. 

The family-run precision engineering busi¬ 
ness, which worked on the Olympic Village 
construction and is supplying components to 
the latest Royal Navy aircraft-carriers, used the 
cash to expand operations. 

Fallon was on a visit to see how the money 
was being spent at a company that is also in¬ 
volved in medical technology, renewable ener¬ 
gies and Formula One. 

He said: “The Regional Growth Fund is play¬ 
ing a pivotal role in supporting business and 
enterprise. Jobs are being created, money is be¬ 
ing invested and the fund is making a difference. 
This additional round and the improved proc¬ 
esses we have put in place will help keep the 
momentum going. 

“Take H V Wooding, where our support is 
releasing private investment, giving them the 
confidence to invest, hire and grow. I want more 
companies to come forward and apply to round 
four of the fund or look out for similar opportuni¬ 
ties through their local enterprise partnership.” 

Harry Wooding, who founded the business, 
said: “We could have gone to the bank and 
received finance, but an interest-free loan is 
obviously more attractive. I estimate it will save 
us £135,000 on interest payments.” 

Operations director John Wooding said the 
cash had helped expansion plans for the com¬ 
pany, which is now exporting to foreign mar¬ 
kets, notably India, Malaysia and France. 

Nick Clegg, Deputy Prime Minister, confirmed 


that the Regional Growth Fund was progressing 
well, with 180 projects having started (89 per 
cent of those to have been awarded grants). 

Projects from the first three rounds have 
pledged to create or safeguard a total of 500,000 
jobs along with an injection of £13 billion 
private-sector investment into the economy. 

Clegg said: “The Regional Growth Fund is 
already proving a shrewd investment by provid¬ 
ing a welcome boost to jobs and growth across 
the country, with thousands of jobs created and 
businesses expanding into new markets and 
manufacturing new products. 


“With this next round of funding, I urge Eng¬ 
land’s budding businesses to produce top-quality 
bids to access money that can help them grow. 

“There’ll be stiff competition, and we can only 
invest in those projects that will lead to sustain¬ 
able jobs and the best value for money. Boosting 
jobs and growth is our No 1 priority for Britain 
right now. That is why I am so pleased to be 
opening a fourth round of the fund.” 

Round Four of the Regional Growth Fund 
closes to applications at noon on Wednesday, 
March 20; bids will be appraised as quickly as 
possible. 


ARMED FORCES 


More support needed for 
employers of reservists 

A NEW survey shows that small businesses 
are failing to hire reservists from the army, 
navy and airforce. 

The Federation of Small Businesses 
believes a lack of support and investment 
is to blame and that SMEs need more 
Government backing to encourage 
recruitment. 

The group said better communication 
from Government was key for small firms 
to employ a reservist - 89 per cent of 
respondents to an FSB snap poll said they 
hadn’t heard of the Ministry of Defence’s 
Employer Awareness Events, which 
promote opportunities from reserve service 
personnel. 

Roger House, FSB chairman for Kent 
and Medway, said: “At the end of 2012 
the Government said it would work with 
employers of reservists and give them more 
notice before their staff are deployed. 

“There is an appetite among some small 
businesses to hire a reservist in the future, 
but there are clear areas the Government 
must address. Putting the needs of the 
smallest firms at the heart of reforms 
would be a good start. 

“The FSB has long said that the 
smallest firms may find it more difficult 
to be supportive of employing a reservist, 
especially as each employee makes such a 
large proportion of a workforce. 

“Better communication, information and 
support that are tailored to the needs of 
small firms are a must if they are to consider 
taking one on. 

“While small firms are flexible by the 
nature of their size, they feel more help to 
recruit a replacement would be beneficial.” 



Partnership opens up 
continent for travel 

COACH company Buzzlines has introduced 
Luxury continental touring holidays to its 2013 
programme thanks to a road-rail travel alliance 
with Eurostar. 

Each European excursions includes return 
Eurostar journeys between London and Paris, 
Lille or Brussels, with onward travel aboard 
Lympne-based Buzzlines's new Eurostar 
Connection coach. 

The programme features summer vacations 
to scenic destinations across France and 
beyond, including Rheims and the Champagne 
region, Auxerre, the Loire valley, the Costa Brava 
and eastern Pyrenees. 

There is also a seven-day classical music- 
orientated tour of Germany, which culminates 
in Berlin for an open-air performance by the 
Berlin Philharmoniker. 

Adrian Gilson, managing director at Buzzlines, 
said: "This exciting new programme 
will take holidaymakers to the Less well-visited 
parts of France and beyond. We have purposely 
kept the amount of daily travel to a minimum, 
allowing our guests plenty of time to savour the 
places we visit and relax." 


Beijing, Dubai, Rio de Janeiro... all are in 
reach at reduced prices from Manston 



DISCOUNTED travel to some 
of the world's most important 
business destinations is being 
offered from Manston via 
Amsterdam as part of an 
introductory offer from airline KLM. 

With the imminent arrival of 
twice-daily flights to Schiphol 
airport, international business 
travellers can now book flights 
and connect to many of the 
190 destinations served by the 
Dutch carrier at special 
introductory prices. 

KLM has unveiled a list of its 
promotional destinations, including 
emerging economies in South 
America and Asia, as well as Abu 
Dhabi, Bahrain, Dubai and Qatar. 

Business passengers looking to 
build specific trade links with China 
can also benefit from the KLM 
promotion. 

The airline is offering return 
flights to Beijing from £472; 
Hangzhou from £518, Shuangliu 


from £553 and Xiamen from £543 
for flights taken from the start of 
the Manston service on April 2. 

Return flights from Manston to 
Dubai, via Schiphol, are on offer 


from £346 and Hong Kong from 
£513, while the 12,200-mile round 
trip to Rio de Janeiro is available 
from £507. The promotional fares 
are on offer for flights until 


Saturday, June 15, if booked by 
Thursday, January 31, and subject 
to terms and conditions. 

They compare with scheduled 
airline prices of about £520 to 
Beijing, £690 to Rio and £650 to 
Hong Kong. 

Charles Buchanan, chief 
executive of Manston Airport, said: 
"Manston offers a highly attractive 
30-minute check-in time, which, 
combined with hassle-free parking 
right outside the terminal, will save 
hours compared to European 
flights from Heathrow, and even 
more when travelling long-haul. 

"Allowing for time spent to relax 
in the award-winning Schiphol 
airport, which offers a great 
passenger experience, Manston is a 
very time-effective alternative to 
other South East airports. 

"These prices and our service 
make Manston a really competitive 
alternative to fighting your way 
through the larger airports." 
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Training, courses and careers 


Frier fresh for K College 

K COLLEGE has unveiled the interim principal 
it hopes will help turn its fortunes around. 

The college, which has sites in Ashford, 
Folkestone, Dover, Tonbridge and Tunbridge 
Wells, suffered huge financial losses last 
year, with an operating deficit of £6.4m in that 
year alone. Flowever the total losses for the year 
were closer to £16m. 

Now Phil Frier has been drafted in - replacing 
Bill Fearon who left at Christmas. 

Principal search is on 

MIDKENT College is on the hunt for a new 
principal following changes to the structure 
of the organisation's senior leadership. 

Stephen Grix will relinquish the position he 
has held since 2005 at the end of the current 
academic year, but will continue as chief 
executive on a part-time basis. 

His successor will then be supported into 
taking over as principal and chief executive when 
the two roles are merged back together in 2015. 

Campus open evenings 

BROMLEY College will be hosting open events 
at its campuses in Bromley and Orpington 
next month. 

It hopes they will showcase the facilities and 
range of courses on offer, with visitors given a 
tour of the facilities, careers advice, and the 
chance to meet staff and students. 

The event at the Bromley campus is on 
February 7, from 5.30-7.30pm. And the same 
time at the Orpington site on February 27. 


Grant to fund apprenticeships 
given extension and increase 



FIRMS looking to offer apprenticeships in the 
county have been given a boost after the 
Government confirmed an extension to a grant 
package. 

The Apprenticeship Grant for Employers 
(AGE) provides a £1,500 cash injection to help 
small and medium businesses with less than 
1,000 staff take on an apprentice. 

The scheme is open to recruit apprentices aged 
between 16 and 24. 

Initially only on offer during the 2012/13 
financial year, the funding has been 
extended following a positive re¬ 
sponse from employers. 

It has also been in¬ 
creased in size, so eligible 
employers can claim 
the grant for up to ten 
apprentices. 

Business secretary, 

Vince Cable said: “I 
know it can be a big 
decision for busy, 
small companies to 
take on an apprentice. 

“Employers may be con¬ 
cerned about the time re¬ 
cruitment and training will 
take, and anxious about how it will 
work. So the £1,500 grant is a token to acknowl¬ 


edge this and thank employers. I 
hope many more people will take 
us up on our cash incentive to grow 
their business, and train up the work¬ 
force of the future.” 

The announcement is timed with the start 
of a new nationwide radio advertising campaign 
to encourage more employers to take on an ap- 


FUTURE: 

Business 
secretary 
Vince Cable 
is convinced 
apprentices 
are the way 
forward 

prentice and to highlight the availability of the 
AGE grant. 

David Way, chief executive of the National 
Apprenticeship Service, said: “Apprenticeships 
come with a guarantee of quality, giving young 
people a job with training, and are proven to de¬ 
liver a significant return on investment, so this 
really is a win-win initiative for employers.” 



Online scheme to switch on a 
future generation to business 


AFTER recent research 
demonstrated a lack of 
confidence from business 
leaders in youngsters emerg¬ 
ing from school - coupled with 
predictions youth unemploy¬ 
ment will exceed one million 
again this year - a new work 
experience initiative is being 
rolled out. 

The Financial Skills 
Partnership (FSP) aims to 
deploy technology to reach out 
to school and college students 
in Kent and allow them to tap 
into the financial and profes¬ 
sional services sectors. 

Youngsters aged from 16-19 


taking part in the programme, 
which begins on April 1, will 
undertake "online immersive 
learning modules, delivered 
through an interactive 
platform, at the same time as 
having access to industry 
professionals who they can 
have online conversations 
with about careers and 
working in the sector". 

Prior to the start of the 
GetlnGetOn programme, the 
FSP needs 300 people working 
in the financial and profes¬ 
sional services industries to 
sign up to act as e-career 
mentors to participate for just 


seven hours volunteering over 
one calendar month. 

It follows research by the 
Federation of Small Business¬ 
es, which shows 77 per cent of 
small business owners 
surveyed believe school 
leavers' business awareness is 
poor, and 81 per cent are ‘not 
very' or 'not at all confident' 
that students leaving school 
at 16 have the right level of 
employability skills. 

Contact Jenny Barber, 
head of education and 
careers, at jenny.barber@ 
financialskillspartnership.org. 
uk to sign up as an e-mentor. 


Getting the right shot for a TV career 


A UNIVERSITY student from Biggin Hill is 
getting a taste of life behind the lens filming 
for Sky Sports at a host of football grounds. 

Andrew Cochrane, 22, is employed filming the 
likes of former football players-turned- 
presenters including Tony Cottee and Alan 
Mclnally as they give match updates to Sky 
Sports' Saturday afternoon Soccer Saturday 
programme. 

The ambitious student, who is studying 
for a degree in film and TV production at 
Buckinghamshire New University, in High 
Wycombe, gained the opportunity with Sky 
Sports through connections made filming 
at Watford Football Club, in Hertfordshire, as 
part of his degree course. 



BEHIND THE LENS: Student Andrew Cochrane 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (<%) Email us at dassified@kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817150 (s) Fax us on 01303 817001 


AERIAL SERVICES 


LOCAL AERIAL 
MAN FOR NORTH 
WEST KENT 

^ Digital Freeview TV 
Aerials Installations 
Freesat Satellite 
Installations 
M I Satellite & TV Aerial 
Maintenance 
Extra points for TVs 
& Satellite Systems 
Tuning service available 

07860645643 

All Work Guaranteed With 

A Personal Service. _ 

Call Anytime For All Your 
Aerial And Satellite Needs BI T* ^ 

ESTABLISHED 1972 Watti] 


KITCHENS 


PLUMBING 


UP¬ 


DO MIST IC REPAIRS 

• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freeze rs 

• Dishwasher^®®^ 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
7am-8pm 7 days 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

01634 309158 / 07958 065395 



DRIVEWAYS 



New Block Paving ranges 

• All types of paving 
(driveways, patios, pathways) 

• Resin-bonded gravel 
•Tarmac & Concrete 

• Full driveway & dropped kerb packages 

• Dropped kerbs 

• Bricklaying & retaining walls 

SHARMAC CIVIL ENGINEERS 
01732 669701 • 07769117022 
sharmacconstruction.co.uk 
sharmacconstruction @yahoo.co.uk 

j.avi 


jjrive 



AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered * 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 


ALL TONES 


BUILDING & DECORATING 

EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 

CALL PAUL: design & install 

07586 854 866 garden landscaping 
01322 807 425 ALL w o RK undertaken 

TO BEAT ANY NO J0B T0 ° SMALL 

GENUINE WRITTEN FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 

QUOTATION. & FULLY INSURED 

www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 

www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 


HANDYMAN 


Locc?/ . 

Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 


IT SERVICES 


2010 CEMEX SOUTHEAST & NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 


W 'RLD 

* SUPt KSIOKt 


^ f C 1/1 

Jlor\l 

COMfUTS 

LAPTOP SALES &! 

TREE LAPTOP HEALTH CHECK!! 
PC'S BUILT TO 5PTC 
PC MM* A IKS 
PC ; LAPTOP UPGRADES 
TKCC PC IIKAUII CHECK 


AKA2INO INK PRICES 




nx.0208 304 304 0 

S6-S8 High Street. Welling 

(Neav Tf«o) 

m. 01322 222296 

Unit 9,Orchard Shopping Centre 
D«rtford(Near Wattrose) 


KITCHEN 


<y_ANDY SHEPHERD^ 

~ DESIGNER LTD ~~ 
Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms 

• Kitchens 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


LOFT SERVICES 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01795 522733 or 
01474 730037 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 


WANTED FOR 




£ ALL CARS, VANS TRUCKS & 4X4S £ 
fWITH OR WITHOUT MOT. ANY AGE£ 
Z OR CONDITION CONSIDERED. p 
X SAME DAY COLLECTION SERYICE. ~ 

£ A KCC registered company £ 


PLASTERING 


Plasterer 

30 years experience 
Walls & Ceilings 
Re Skimmed 
Artex Specialities 
Contact Peter Benham 

07926708811 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



* Service and installation 

* Replacement and repair 

* Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

* Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 


Do You Need Thai 
Extra Space 7 

Our fantastic Glassrooms 
start from only £3995 
fully installed l 



%*u tonoft* h<u ir»ui4i«jr 


Craftsman 

Mcvr Av 

Fai free design & quotaliun 

c.i 01843 861818 ’ tjv 0«n tv tpn 
wwfNxt nf\ smunuk. com 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 



MANUFACTURERS & 
INSTALLERS OF 

WINDOWS DOORS CONSERVATORIES 
PORCHES ORANGERIES 

• COMPOSITE & FOLDING DOORS 
VELUX & VERTICAL SLIDING SASH WINDOWS 

• FASCIA, SOFFIT & GUTTERING 

REPLACEMENT 

• CONSERVATORY ROOF REPLACEMENT 

• ALL IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS 

• REPAIR & LOCKSMITH SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FACTORY VISIT WELCOME! 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

PAYMENT ON COMPLETE SATISFACTION 


Proud members of 

OMUndtoml 


Registered Company 


For a FREE quotation please call: 

01795 661616 
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READER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

for bocfcros and tMortnabcn 



Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 




Ferrari - Live 
the Dream in 
Maranello 

Escorted Holiday by Air 
from Gatwick 
4 Days 
£499pp 
Quote FC4-KOS 
25 April, 2013 

Come with us to Maranello in 
Northern Italy - home to the most 
famous sports car maker in the 
world - Ferrari. Our 4-day tour 
takes in all the sights of Maranello 
including the Ferrari Museum, 
Fiorano Test Track, Enzo Ferrari 
Museum in Modena and more. No 
trip to Maranello would be 
complete without taking a Ferrari 
out for a spin. Test drives are 
possible with options to drive a 
range of models, from the brand 
new California to the 550 
Maranello - ranked as one of the 
most beautiful and 

technologically-advanced models 
ever created. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 

• 3 nights B&B at the 4-star Maranello 
Village Hotel 


• Admissions to: The Ferrari 
Museum, the Enzo Ferrari 
Museum PLUS guided bus tour 
inside the Fiorano test-track 
proving grounds and Viale Enzo 


Ferrari 

• Return Easyjet flights Gatwick to 
Bologna including one piece of 
hand luggage 

• All transfers abroad 


Monaco 
Supercars, 
Paris & Cote 
d'Azur 

Escorted Rail Holiday 
from London & Ebbsfleet 
5 days 
£639pp 
Quote MT4-KOS 
18 April, 2013 

Come with us to Monaco for a unique 
gathering of the world's top supercar 
manufacturers.Top Marques Monaco 
is an exclusive show attended by the 
rich and famous alongside car 
enthusiasts. From Bugatti to McLaren, 
get up close to these rare breeds in 
the seafront exhibition venue and on 
the principality's streets. The show 
also features super boats and luxury 
items from watches to art. Your 
holiday begins in style with a glass of 
bubbly at St Pancras famous 
champagne bar before boarding the 
Eurostar to Paris. After an overnight 
stay in the French capital we continue 
byTGV to Nice, our base for 3 nights. 
The highlight of the weekend is a day 
spent in Monaco with entry to Top 
Marques. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne check-in at St Pancras 

• Return rail travel London St Pancras 
to Nice (*from Ebbsfleet on request) 

• 3 star hotels B&B -1 night Paris & 3 


nights Nice - upgrade available 

• Return coastal train Nice to Monaco 

• Entry to Top Marques Monaco 
worth £40 

• All transfers abroad 



Start date Nights Price pp 

1,8,15,22 February 3 £89 

1,8,15,22 March 3 £99 

4,11,25 March 4 £119 


99p Bar Self- 
Drive Deals 
at the Grand 
Burstin Hotel 
Folkestone 

3 to 4 nights, half board 
PLUS 99p Drinks 

From £89pp 
Quote GB-KOS 

The Grand Burstin Hotel is set in a 
prime position overlooking 


Hotel 

Grand Burstin 
Hotel 

Folkestone 


Folkestone Harbour. The Grand is 
renowned as one of UK's top 
entertainment hotels, so you can 
relax, dine in style and be 
entertained all under one roof. 
Cabaret Shows are performed in the 
Ocean bar every evening - fantastic 
entertainment for all ages! 

The hotel also runs regular daytrips 
to France which are bookable at the 
hotel. 

The Spindles Health Club & Gym has 
an indoor heated Swimming pool 


and sauna, as well as a state of the 
art gym (£4 per day payable at the 
hotel). 

All bedrooms are en-suite with TV, 
hairdryer and tea/coffee-making 
facilities. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99p Bar 6 to 9pm every evening - 
house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers 

• 3 or 4 nights sharing a twin/double- 
bedded hotel room 

• Breakfasts & dinners 

• Entertainment 


Mamma Mia 
Summer 
Seaside Party 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 
Coast 

Self-Drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p drinks 

£119pp 
Quote MM6-KOS 
Friday 28 June, 2013 

We're reviving the 70s & 80s when 
Abba reigned supreme and their 


songs were on everyone's lips - a 
fabulous private party weekend 
featuring Mamma Mia the Movie and 
a top Abba Tribute Band. The party 
takes place at Pontins Pakefield 
Holiday Village, located on the 
Suffolk coast near Lowestoft. Enjoy 
entertainment every night and day 
with Pontin's famous Bluecoats and 
visiting cabaret acts — PLUS a 
choice of bars and eateries, an 
indoor swimming pool, snooker, 
pool, darts, short mat bowls, 9-hole 
pitch & putt, tennis court and more. 


The recently refurbished chalets are 
all single storey and situated on level 
ground, in landscaped grounds just a 
short stroll from the main facilities 
and car parks. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99p Bar from 6pm to 9pm every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrades 
available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 
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Me«your perfect partner tfvoLghyour local trusted dating service 


08000329100 


to place a free 


Call: 

Women Seeking 



Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 
(T&C's below) 

NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Bo x No: 389774 0 
COUNTRY loving outgoing 
female, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
genuine, caring, intelligent, seeks 
honourable, smart, professional 
male, 68-75 to share laughter and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392899 
FEMALE early 60's lots to offer 
someone special likes dancing 
music divorced looking for 
someone could it be you? Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400213 0 
SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397751 | 
52YR old female, single mum of 2, 
seeking honest, caring, decent 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389891 0 

SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 3890271 


DEBBIE 50, seeking man, 60 plus 
with GSOH for fun nights out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398173 0 
MARGARET 57, looking for male 
companionship with GSOH for 
nights out, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390248 $ _ 

MARY 62, fun loving, enjoy most 
things, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green 
eyes, size 14, lives alone in 
country, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385189 
RETIRED teacher, blonde, 5ft 
4ins, medium build, youthful, easy¬ 
going, likes most things, seeks tall, 
refined gent for meaningful 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 397363 
MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 394843 0 
MICHELLE petite fun female, 
outgoing, enjoys holiday abroad, 
OHAC and pretty self-sufficient, 
looking for someone to share a 
LTR with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399515 

SENSUAL female looking to enjoy 
life a little more, seeking 
likeminded male to enjoy 
interesting conversations over 
dinner, hopefully furthering our 
experience. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399195 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! 


45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown 
hair, cuddly, curvaceous, love 
animals, music, sports, seeks 
kind, caring, sincere, mature male, 
40 plus with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381319 0 & 


CLAUDIA curvy size 20, 
Mediterranean, blonde hair, brown 
eyes, seeks mature male, 40-55 for 
friendship, companionship and 
enjoy life together. Ashford. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
373611 0 SS 


PAT widowed mid 60's blonde 
female, loves dancing, happy-go- 
lucky WLTM similar aged nice 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389195 



LISA 5ft 2ins, 43, average build 
plus a few pounds, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for man for 
dates. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401421 0 

DANCE partner sought by lady 
beginner in ballroom and Latin 
American dancing, ideally 55 plus, 
to visit local dances for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401333 

47YR old female, fun loving, green 
eyes, likes most things, seeks N/S 
male, 47-52 with GSOH for nights 
out, friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401287 0 


BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 0 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, 
seeks male for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 390230 0 
48YR old female, kind, loving, 
caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387797 0 
FEMALE looking for male for 
friendship and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392365 


LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 0 

SINGLE mum, 35, white British, 
5ft 2ins, varied interests, looking 
for male to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4003291 
5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3979151 

JOYCE 82, widow, seeking man 
who is fun loving and good 
humoured for meals out, 60-70's. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393067 

FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392891 0 

BLACK African lady, late 30's, no 
ties, likes country walks, 
gardening, cinema, seaside, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393272 
LYN 59, slim, fair, looking for 
someone to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397347 0 


HAPPY young looking 71 yr old 
female, likes life, fit, active, seeks 
male, 60 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393065 
DEBBIE 47, single parent, likes 
motorsport, seeking male with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398127 
YOUNG looking lady, late 50's, 
medium build, caring, intelligent, 
seeks kind, caring, intelligent man 
with GSOH of similar age. Tel No: 
09 06 515 7112 Box N o: 398095 0 
ANNETTE 58, 5ft lins, cuddly, 
affectionate, likes animals, seeks 
kind, gentleman to share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394923 | 

LOUISE loving, caring, thoughtful 
lady, likes photography, 
countryside, animals, seeks 
mature, N/S, genuine, caring, N/S 
gent with car to settle down with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397239 | 

VALERIE looking for genuine 
male for nights out and romance. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387173 0 


•18+ Only. Texts to 65125 cost £1.5(Vmsg, min of 2 
msgs. To STOP text STOP to 65125 See t/cs below 

FEMALE 21, brown eyes, loving, 
looking for male, 20-30 for nights 
in and loving relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 396057 
INTERESTING attractive, 

uncomplicated, intelligent lady, 
many interests, seeks honourable, 
kind gent, 68-75 for long term 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392211 
FOLKESTONE lady, 58, 5ft lins, 
animal lover, cuddly, affectionate, 
GSOH, seeks male, 58-63 to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395551 0 
SUE 54, fairly slim, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks male, 45-55, 
N/S, likes football, sports, meals 
out etc., looking for lasting 
relationship and cuddles. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392803 
WIDOW 70's, many interests, 
seeks gent who misses 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 396401 
SUE 53, slim, blue eyes, likes 
football, animals, seeks N/S male, 
45-55 for loving, lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386247 
FEMALE likes country walks, 
gardening, animals, seeks male 
for company, meals out and nights 
in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390147 

LYNETTE 60, South African, new 
to area, N/S, sociable, like the 
outdoors, looking for new friends. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386387 $ 

BLACK female, 30, likes animals, 
swimming, music, singing, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
395941 I 

LUCY kind caring, honest, fuller 
figured, blonde, blue eyes, 44, 
looking for older man, kind, caring 
and honest. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395805 | 
LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, 49, bubbly, looking for male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386401 
WANNABEE stay at home home 
maker, educated, well built, loving, 
54, seeks sincere, loving gent, 58- 
68 for happy LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 391328 $ 


HAPPY go lucky lady, seeks tall, 
honest guy, 50-56 hopefully with a 
boat. Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392529 0 
PAT 67, 5ft 4ins, medium build, 
blonde hair, widow, likes dancing, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390201 

KENTISH lady, 50, no longer 
wishes to make do or mend broken 
heart, seeks kind gent to form 
patchwork moments. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 392865 
63YR old female, loving, tactile, 
seeks genuine male, 60-65. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381863| 

HAZEL blonde, 62, pretty, cuddly, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks genuine, 
attractive male, 55-65 for fun and 
friendship. Ramsgate. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 366319 
BLACK lady, 52, likes cinema, 
nights in/out, seeking male, 49-55 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390925 | 
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JO bubbly, fun, red hair, 
green eyes, 5ft 5ins, likes 
nights out, DVDs, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
374337 0 

SANDRA 63, likes cuddles, varied 
interests, WLTM male with GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383497 

SUSIE from Kent, seeking tall 
honest guy for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

375883 & 

LONELY Folkestone lady, 57, 5ft 
lins, medium build, N/S, seeks 
caring, considerate male for walks 
by the sea and pubs. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371067 
LISA tall slim elegant black lady 
looking for gentleman for company, 
50-90yrs. Discretion assured. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391394| 

TRACEY 46, 5ft 8ins, long hair, fit, 
slim, seeks honest, reliable, 
attractive, tall, slim guy for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
335375 0 

47YR old female, 5ft 6ins, blonde 
hair, blue eyes, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 389413 
MAIDSTONE lady, pretty, petite, 
late 50's, honest, caring, N/S, loves 
life and most things, seeks nice guy 
for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

366501 | 65 


Men Seeking 



Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C’s below) 


BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easygoing, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401595 
TALL 64yr old young at heart N/S 
male, widower, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401531 0 
TONY retired, GSOH, likes indoor 
life, dvds, seeking N/S lady, 65 
plus, likes countryside for 
friendship. West Sussex area. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401481 

BARRY 49, 6ft, well built, 
easygoing, seeks female to 
wine/dine and have fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401401 |_ 

THANET male, smart, young, mid 
60's, caring, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, likes 
travel, countryside, seeks slim, 
attractive, local soul mate. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401399 
LOVING caring Ashford male, 46, 
likes outdoors, country pubs, cosy 
nights in, seeks similar female for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 401233| 

HANDCUFFS and whips. Male 49, 
seeks younger, slim-medium build 
female for fun times. Chatham. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401365 0 


PROFESSIONAL male, early 40's, 
OHAC, likes most things, seeks 
warm, sincere, fun loving female for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401361 | 

GENT 49, romantic, caring, 
reliable, fun, seeks nice lady friend 
with same attributes, who has also 
been badly let down. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401353 0 
TIM own car/flat, seeks N/S lady 
60-70's for holidays, 
companionship etc. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401351 0 
ALAN from Kent, looking for Miss 
Right to fall in love again. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401329 0 
BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
GSOH, kind, considerate, 
easygoing, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401309 
SINGLE solvent 60yr old male, 
seeks female companion for days 
out and friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401281 0 
SEAMUS 5ft lOins, black hair, 
green eyes, average build, likes 
travel, weekends away, animal 
lover, varied interests, N/S, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
B ox No: 401279 0 
SLIM 67yr old male, fit, loving, 5ft 
7ins, blue eyes, independent, 
sociable, easygoing, enjoys usual, 
seeks honest lady to share it all 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 401245 0 

DAVID 51 medium build short hair 
blue eyes widowed likes nights 
in/out walks with dog caring 
thoughtful seeks honest genuine 
female 45-56 for friendship maybe 
more Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400099 0 


BLACK male, 50, 6 
down to earth, easygoing, 
seeks female, 38-55 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 5152H2 Box No: 401135 

PAUL 52, businessman, own 
home, seeks female for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401127 

DENNIS 64, retired, solvent, 6ft 
4ins, 16st, widower, seeks 
friendly, attractive female for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box N o: 401095 0 
STEVE 64, young at heart, ex¬ 
marine, likes meals out, seeking 
female with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401063 0 
RICHARD blue eyes, 48, slim- 
medium build, likes travel, 
theatre, cinema, music, meals 
out, walks, countryside, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401049 0 
MARGATE gent 70's, easygoing, 
tactile, seeking company of lady. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
400995 

PHIL 61, 5ft lOins, slim, GSOH, 
likes cooking, gardening, football, 
meals out, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400519 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

400403 0 

SLIM bi male, smooth, seeks 
male, 50 plus for flexible daytime 
fun. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 394012 0 
51 YR old male, dark hair, 6ft, 
N/S, good looking, likes finer 
things in life, seeks lady for fun 
times and TLC. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399867 0 
PLEASANT single black male, 
slim, 41, good-natured, likes 
most things, seeks likeminded 
lady for possible relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399825 

DEREK 52, black male, honest, 
trustworthy, loyal, hardworking, 
likes nights out, meals out, quiet 
pubs, seeking similar lady for 
serious relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

393886 0 

SALVATORE 68, widow, looking 
for female to share life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399613 

JAMIE tall slim fit 63 solvent 
generous retired seeks vivacious 
fun lady for no strings fun. Any 
age/status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 400211 
BUILDER 43, tall, good-looking, 
GSOH, kind, considerate, easy 
going, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 399935 


LONELY 

male, 75, 6ft, ” 
N/S, OHAC, seeks ^ 
lady for 


friendship/companionship 
to share our twilight years. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393830 


FUN fit, friendly 50yrold male, 
medium build, seeking female 
for friendship/relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
400045 0 


JACK 28, fun loving, seeking 
female to share the good and 
bad times with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 393878 0 


DOWN to earth 49yr old male, 
GSOH, OHAC, happy go 
lucky, fit, intelligent, witty, 
many interests, seeks young 
at heart female to share life 
experiences with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399965 0 

Gay 

Seeking 




IF YOU'RE LOOKING to 

connect and chat with other 
men look no further TXT: 
GAY601 to 65125 for 3 chat 
matches, fun and safe serv¬ 
ice. (T&C's below) 

Go online - www.localgay- 
date.co.uk 


MALE early 80's, fit, active, 
many interests, seeks similar 
male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401621 


ALAN gay guy, sensitive, likes 
music, art, seeks similar for 
friendship, holidays and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401569 


ANDREW bi male, 59, N/S, 
seeks male of any age up to 
75 for discreet fun. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394228 0 


STRAIGHT lady 47, N/S, new 
to Gravesend area, seeking 
friends, likes most things with 
varied interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401285 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 


Contact members by TEXT! 


Take a look at our members! 


If an advert has a 0 next to it then you can reply When you see a & symbol, this mean the 


to this advertiser by text message. Simply send 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- 


member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
advertisers mailbox number, and send to 


tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile, 
and send it to 66888* 


(£1.50 per message sent) 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


YOUTHFUL 60yr old male, bi 
curious, seeks similar aged 
male for uncomplicated 
'friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 394116 0 

Friendship 

JACK mature male, Thanet 
area, seeks friends of either 
sex, any age for chats. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399455 


STRAIGHT male, 39, 
Medway, seeks pals for 
socialising, likes pubs, 
cinema, golf, table tennis, 
football. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398421 0 


CALL CHARGES': DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard 
network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum 
of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This serv¬ 
ice is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve 
the right to contact individuals with occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Sen/ice provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 
1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 27 01 13 


Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND ARCHT followed by 
the box number of the per¬ 
son you wish to chat to and 
send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

NATALIA, naughty but 
nice! Chat to me about any¬ 
thing you wish. Text 
ARCHT 205507 to 66888 

JULIET, just left Boarding 
School, mature 18yrs seek¬ 
ing fun chat with guys. Text 
ARCHT 206486 to 66888 

SINGLE mum, bored at 
home, why not chat to me. 

Text ARCHT 205529 to 
66888 

JANET, Glamorous 

grannie, v young looking, 58 
yrs, would love to chat to 
you. Text ARCHT 205904 
to 66888 

CALLING all men, Jasmine 
is at home with the phone in 
her hand, awaiting your 
calls, she is 28yrs and is 
vibrant, attractive and fun 
loving. Text ARCHT 205667 
to 66888 

JESSICA is a blonde bomb¬ 
shell, just waiting to chat to 
you. Text ARCHT 206365 
to 66888 

PAULA is a petite black 
lady with a generous smile 
and luscious dark hair. Give 
her a call today. Text 
ARCHT 206418 to 66888 

TONI, stuck at home with 
nothing to do, pick up the 
phone send her a text. Text 
ARCHT 205597 to 66888 

STRONG minded lady, 
seeks easygoing, gentle 
type man to boss around! 
Why not text me. Text 
ARCHT 205735 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND ARCHT followed by 
the box number of the per¬ 
son you wish to chat to and 
send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

SINGLE Dad, sincere and 
caring hopes that a nice sin¬ 
gle mum wants to chat with 
him, send texts etc. Text 
ARCHT 206399 to 66888 

ROGER is a solvent, busi¬ 
ness gent, very rich and 
generous, would love to 
romance a special lady of 
any age. Text ARCHT 
205556 to 66888 

JON, Genuine caring man, 
give him a call and a have a 
chat. All texts will be 
returned. Text ARCHT 
206193 to 66888 
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HOMES 


To read this and other property , ^ . ...or smartphone users 

stories visit our property blog @ homGS KE L CO.UK can scan this QR code 


More cash available if would-be 
borrowers have the confidence 



LENDING: Government schemes have seen a rise in Lending but many potential borrowers are nervous 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

WHEN compared with many other parts of the 
UK, property prices in Kent have been largely 
resilient in recent years. 

Even a double-dip recession, chaos in the 
Eurozone and a faltering UK economy did not 
create the massive fall that had been predicted 
for 2012. And a year on from the doom and 
gloom that was prevalent across the market, 
things are looking up. 

The Bank of England’s latest look at the econ¬ 
omy says more money for home loans is becom¬ 
ing available and at more competitive rates. 

Analysts always predicted it would take time 
for the Government’s Funding for Lending 
Scheme, which offers lenders access to cheaper 
borrowing provided they pass the benefits on to 
their customers, to work properly after its intro¬ 
duction in August 2012. 

It is now taking effect and in a way that can 
only be positive to moving on sales. 

The availability of finance has been a big fac¬ 
tor in the stagnant residential property market 
for the past two years, so it should be easier in 
2013 for borrowers to get a mortgage. 

The Credit Conditions Survey, by analysts 
from London’s Threadneedle Street, said banks 
intended to increase mortgage lending, helped 
by cheaper funding under the Funding for Lend¬ 


ing scheme. Banks are also seeking to boost mar¬ 
ket share and take on more risk. 

The survey showed a significant improvement 
in the availability of credit to companies, but 
some analysts warn homeowners and would-be 
buyers not to get carried away. 

Vicky Redwood, at Capital Economics, said: 
“Whether banks follow through on these inten¬ 
tions remains to be seen. What’s more, even if 
banks make credit available, firms and house¬ 
holds may not want to borrow more.” 

An increase in the supply of mortgage credit is 


a necessary but not sufficient condition for a rise 
in property transactions. 

However, confidence among consumers is 
also vital - they must have the nerve to take on 
more debt. And this means reason for concern. 

Real incomes remain under pressure and 
wage rises are not keeping pace with inflation for 
many households. Work is not the secure place 
it was prior to 2007. Also the criteria for first¬ 
time buyers remain a lot tougher than they ever 
were before the crash, requiring potential buyers 
to save large amounts of cash for their deposits. 


More regulation 
could prevent 
boom and bust 

MOVES are under way to regulate the housing 
market to prevent banks from requiring future 
taxpayer-funded bail-outs. 

Banks offering generous home loans that 
could fuel a future housing boom will have to 
hold extra capital to keep the financial system 
safe, the Bank of England has stated. 

Laws going through Parliament will give the 
Bank of England’s Financial Policy Committee 
(FPC) wide-ranging powers. 

The committee said tougher rules could slow 
growth during a credit expansion but would be 
of long-term benefit by reducing the risk of a 
future financial crisis, which could require 
taxpayers to fund banking reserves. 

"If these tools are successful in reducing the 
likelihood and severity of financial crises, their 
use is likely to boost the expected level of UK 
GDP," the committee said in a draft policy 
statement. 

"The best available studies point, on average, 
towards only a modest negative impact on near- 
term growth if [capital requirements] are 
tightened." 

The Monetary Policy Committee could force 
lower interest rates than otherwise "to cushion 
the impact on growth" if tighter credit rules 
lowered the outlook for inflation, the report said. 

Property booms and busts have been behind 
many of the UK’s economic downturns over the 
past few decades and the central bank hopes 
the new tools will prevent over-valuing homes. 


NEW YEAR, NEW START, NEW HOME IN THE 

amiw of mm 


What is shared ownership? 

Also known as ‘part buy /part rent’, this government funded initiative 
helps first time buyers purchase a share in a brand new home. A 
subsidised rent is payable on the remaining share. At a later stage, 
if you wish, you can purchase more shares in your home until you 
own it outright. The scheme helps first time buyers get a foot on the 
property ladder and work your way up to 100% ownership. 


Darland View 

Chatham (mes zfe) 


The Chase 

Longfield (DA3 zph) 


Kingsferry Place 

Iwade (ME9 sfw) 


Christian Fields 

Gravesend (DA 12 idu) 


FROM £45,000 25% share 

A selection of 
two and three 
bedroom houses 
available. For more 
information please 
call Vikki on 
0845 359 6493. 


FROM £46,500 30% share 

B One and two 
bedroom 
apartments and 
three bedroom 
houses available. 
For more 

information please 
call Vikki on 
0845 359 6493. 



FROM £45,000 30% share 


FROM £25,000 25% share 


a A selection of two, 
three and four 
bedroom houses 
available. For more 
information please 
call Katie on 
0845 359 6836. 



One and two 
bedroom bedroom 
apartments 
available, some 
with private 
gardens. For more 
information please 
call Paula on 
0845 359 6387. 


► ITlOSt HomeBuy 

UK Government & 


* 5% deposit paid on selected plots. Terms and conditions apply. All prices are correct at time of going to press. 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage or other loans secured on it. Moat Homes Limited is a charitable housing association. 
January 2013. 
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First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 


■ Bigger Octavia ready 
to take on Ford Mondeo 

■ German engines fail 
to make the grade 

■ Disco's pulling power 
'tow' be reckoned with 



Wheeling 
and dealing 
Kia offers a 
great start 
to new year 


Drivin g 


carsforkent.co.uk 


Vauxhall plays the name game 
...would you Adam and Eve it? 



WHAT’S IN A 
NAME? The 

all-new Adam 
from Vauxhall 
comes in 
three basic 
trim levels - 
Jam, Glam 
and Slam - 
which can be 
personalised 
as the owner 
sees fit; you 
can even get 
an interior 
that twinkles 
like the night 
if you want... 


NOT SURE 


REALLY LIKE -J-J 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

PEOPLE buying image cars like the Mini and 
Fiat 500 tend to give them nicknames, so 
Vauxhall has a tiny problem with its all-new 
Adam. 

What do you do? Give it two names? “Err, I’ve 
got an Adam called Eve...” 

Or do you just forget the Adam bit and refer to 
it as my Vauxhall called Gladys, Cyril, Betsy or 
whatever soppy handle you desire? 

Wasn’t really thought through, was it? 

I blame the Germans, who probably aren’t 
in the habit of giving their cars nicknames 
anyway and sell the same car as the Opel Adam, 
thereby celebrating the company’s founder, 
Adam Opel but dictating terms to British sister 
brand Vauxhall. 

Choice of name aside, though, the Adam is an 
interesting new venture from the two General 
Motors brands and in line with the corporate 
wish to move upmarket from the mainstream 
sector. 

Priced from £11,255 and more city car than 
supermini in terms of space, the Adam is not 
cheap, but it does have premium appeal and a 
sense of style that includes a ‘floating roof 
visual trick, allowing a distinct two-tone paint 
treatment - particularly effective on those key 
rivals, the Mini and Citroen DS3. 

For personalisation, customisation and image 
are everything in the ‘handbag/manbag sector’ 
of the car market. 

The Adam has specials up its sleeve, too, such 
as a wild array of alloy wheels, many of which 
can be further colour-personalised. 

And the choice is wide inside, where 
permutations even include an interior headliner 
that twinkles like the sky at night - it’s been 
said that only Rolls-Royce readily offers its 
customers a feature like that. 

But just in case buyers haven’t a clue where 
to start before they even start to spec up their 
Adam - and the price - there are three cleverly- 
named trim levels from which they can then 
spin their own imaginative take or fit, whatever 
name they have chosen. 

These are: Jam, for the youngest buyers; 

Glam, for more discerning females; and then 
Slam, for a sportier look and probably more for 
the boys. 

I reckon they may need to slot in a snarling 
VXR version as well to give the range a halo car 
like the Mini Cooper S. 

There’s nothing of that ilk on offer for now, 
though; the onus is on economy with a fairly 
weedy but miserly 69bhp 1.2-litre petrol as the 
entry-level powertrain, backed up by a 1.4-litre 
petrol available with 86 or 99bhp. 

I’m sure a diesel will be offered later, but I’m 
pleased it hasn’t been made a priority. 

Maybe that’s because buyers are getting 
increasingly wise to the drawbacks of having a 
heavy - and expensive - diesel lump under the 
bonnet of a small car and spoiling the driving 
experience. 


DON’T LIKE 

... how much this new Vauxhall is driven by its 
marketing and customisation options, but BMW 
has shown the way with the Mini. 


... the Vauxhall badge has the cachet of the Mini, 
but the Adam (what's yours also called?) will be 
a threat to the Fiat 500 and Citroen DS. 


... the brave thinking behind the car. Can we 
imagine the Vauxhall/Opel of the few years ago, 
trying something this bold? Err... no. 









Price: 

from £11,255 

Driving appeal: 

not yet driven 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Best rival: 

Mini 
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NEWMOKKA 








Jl l * 

N'jBLEND IN 

FROM £15,995 " 


LIFETIME 


WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


London Road 
Bapchild 
Sittingbourne 
ME99AQ 


Pomphreys 


0800146039 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Mokka Tech Line: 
Urban: 33.6 (8.4), Extra-urban: 52.3 (5.4), Combined: 43.5 (6.5). C0 2 emissions: 153g/km. 


Model shown Mokka Tech Line 1.6i 16v VVT(115PS) FWD Start/Stop £15.995 with Adaptive Forward Lighting £790 and Tri-coat premium pearlescent paint £995. Total OTR cost £17.780. Offer available on orders or registrations between 18.12.12 and 02.04.13. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/ 
offers or contact your local Vauxhall Retailer for details. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. 


Demonstrator Price Demolition 


SAVE UP TO £11094 AGAINST NEW PRICES 



2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Astra Active 
1.6 Hatchback 5dr 


NEW 
£18860 
Ex demo 

10995 



2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.4 
16v (120PS) Exclusiv (a/cl MPV 5dr 


NEW 
£18625 
Ex demo 


£11995 




NEW 
£24430 
demo 

13336 


2011 61 Reg 

Vauxhall Insignia 2.0CDTi 16v 
(160PS) SRi Hatchback 5dr 


NEW 



£9435 
Ex demo 

14495 


2012 12 Reg 

Vauxhall Corsa 1.6116v Turbo 
(192PS) VXR Blue Hatchback 3dr 



NEW 
£20240 
demo 
10995 


2011 11 Reg 
Vauxhall Astra 1.3 CDTi 16v (95ps) 
Exclusiv ecoFLEX (S/S) Estate 5dr 



2011 61 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.4i 
16v VVT Excite Hatchback 5dr 


NEW 
£18080 
demo 

10495 


Call us NOW for full stock list! 


*Terms and conditions a 



London Road, Bapchild. 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 01795 476 222 

wwwpomphreys.co.uk 


pply. 



VAUXHALL 



Scan with your 
Smartphone to view 
all our used car stock 
with pictures and full 
specifications. 
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Visit carsforkent.co.uk 



Audi A4 not number one but 
still force to be reckoned with 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

THERE is one big reason the Audi A4 is not the 
UK’s favourite compact executive car - the BMW 
3 Series. 

The Beemer is a fixture in the national top-10 
sellers list, while the Audi is a little way short 
of that. 

The two brands themselves are pretty much 
neck and neck for sales overall; BMW had its 
nose slightly ahead last year with 6.25 per cent 
of the market versus Audi’s 6.05, while 
Mercedes-Benz, Germany’s other premium brand, 
was not so out of touch with 4.49 per cent. 

Indeed, it is astonishing how well all three are 
performing in a tough economic climate; the 
UK market was up more than 5 per cent in 2012 
but is still short of those heady times before reces¬ 
sion hit in 2007. 

The German triumvirate’s resilience is not 
hard to fathom, though. 

In the same way that gold values soar in hard 
times, company- and private-car-buyers are go¬ 
ing for the 3 Series, A4 and their Mercedes-Benz 
rival, the C-Class, because they know that their 
upfront quality, desirability and status also 
translates into good resale values later. 

So the A4 (from £23,780) might not be top 
dog for sales in its class, but it’s still highly desir¬ 
able and more so since a facelift in 2011. 

We’ve tested it in the popular 2.0-litre diesel 
format that pits it against the 320d diesel that 
dominates 3 Series sales. 

But rather than go for the low-emission 112g/ 
kmofC02 136PS (134bhp) version of this engine, 
also registering 65.7mpg on the official combined 
cycle, we’ve opted for the more responsive 143PS 
guise that is only slightly less eco, offering 119g/ 
km and 62.8mpg respectively. 

It’s also in the upmarket S-Line trim that 
includes leather and cloth seats and sports sus¬ 
pension as standard, the whole package costing 
£28,465; competitive in this hard-fought mar¬ 



MAKING ITS 
MARQUE: 

Despite not 
being in the 
national top- 
10 sellers List, 
Audi's A4 is 
still a highly 
desirable car, 
even more so 
after its 2011 
facelift and a 
redesign that 
gives it more 
cabin space 
and a larger 
480-Litre boot 


ket segment and highlighting that you now get 
much more kit for your money on cars like this. 

The crisply-styled A4 and its four-ring grille 
badge also says a lot about you, pleases the eye, 
feels beautifully screwed together and is quiet 
and refined. 

It impresses, too, that such a roomy and pow¬ 
erful car has emissions low enough to escape 
road tax in year one and incur just £3 0/year 
thereafter - some superminis can’t manage that. 

Talking of space, the previous A4 was rightly 
criticised for being a bit tight on rear legroom, 
which stung Audi designers, who responded 
with a much longer wheelbase for its successor. 

The result is a cabin to please even the tallest 
and leggiest people, while the 480-litre boot is 
also big for this sector and can be extended by 
flopping down one or both rear seat sections. 

On the road, it’s a driver-pleaser, too. Purists 
who prefer the classic rear-driven layout of the 3 


Series and C-Class sometimes deride the A4’s 
front-wheel-drive arrangement, but it offers 
more security and traction in tricky conditions 
such as the recent snow and ice. 

And if you must have ultimate handling and 
fun, go for versions with Audi’s famous quattro 
all-wheel-drive system (from £29,275), al¬ 
though a front-driven S-Line’s tauter suspension 
and chassis set-up allows you to exploit the car’s 
grip and crisp six-speed gearbox. 

Two caveats here, though. Firstly, S-Line sus¬ 
pension takes away some ride-quality improve¬ 
ments stemming from the car’s facelift, so opt for 
a standard suspension model if you want a 
comfier ride. 

Secondly, an eight-speed ‘multitronic’ twin- 
clutch auto box is available, with slick manual 
selection option and minimal fuel penalty, but it 
will set you back some £1,500 more than a 
manual. 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



Octavia gets a 
growth spurt 

SKODA Launches an all-new 
Octavia on March 16, priced 
from £15,990 and available 
with a choice of two petrol or 
two diesel engines. 

The arrival of Skoda's 
Rapid model Last year, slotting 
into its range below the 
Octavia, allows this slightly 
larger and latest version to 
attack the Likes of the Ford 
Mondeo while maintaining 
the VW-owned Czech brand's 
value pitch. 



German pride 
takes a tumble 


JAPANESE carmakers Honda 
(Accord is pictured) and Toyota 
top a Warranty Direct engine 
reliability table, with failure 
rates of just 0.29 per cent and 
0.58 per cent respectively. 

But German brands Audi 
(3.71), BMW (2.20) and 
Volkswagen (1.91) were among 
the 10 worst, although 
Mercedes-Benz rescued 
Teutonic pride with a 0.84 per 
cent result, placing it third 
from best. 



Disco ahead of 
tow-car rivals 


CARAVAN fans have voted the 
Land Rover Discovery 4 top 
when it comes to choosing a 
new tow car. 

The survey by The Camping 
and Caravanning Club's 
insurance division showed 19 
per cent favoured the ‘Disco’ for 
its strength, solidity and 4x4 
traction as a replacement tow 
car - an 8 per cent better poll 
than its nearest rival. 
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THE EASY 
WAY TO 
ANEW 
VAUXHALL 


CAR OFF**, 


AT 




LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 




Do you qualify for exclusive discounts 

with Perrys Partners? 


Vehicle shown for illustration purposes only. 


VauxhallZafira Exclusivl.6 


Specification Includes: Air Conditioning, 
Remote Control Central Locking, 
Electric Heated Mirrors, 
Steering Wheel Mounted Audio Control 

RRP £18,565 

Perrys Partners price only 

£ 9,995 

Including £1,000 Swappage Allowance 


CALL US NOWTO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY 


Perrys of Canterbury 

Island Road 
Sturry 
Canterbury 
CT20EZ 

01227636882 

www.perrys.co.uk/canterbury-vauxhall 


Perrys of Broadstairs 

Westwood Road 

Broadstairs 

Kent 

CT102NP 

01843448328 

www.perrys.co.uk/broadstairs-vauxhall 


Perrys of Dover 

Honeywood Parkway 
White Cliffs Business Park 
Whitfield 
CT163PT 

01304448387 

www.perrys.co.uk/dover-vauxhall 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) 
- 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions: 324 - 88g/km. 

Offers are available for registrations between 18.12.12 and 02.04.13. Subject to availability and are available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). Savings shown are against list price at time of publication, 
for details refer to Vauxhall’s current price guide. All other sales categories are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all retailer stocks. UK-supplied vehicles only. Vauxhall Lifetime 
Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. Swappage discount only applies when trading in car 6 years or older with a valid MOT Certificate against a newZafira. 
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DEALS ON WHEELS: Owners of the Kia Ceed, Left, can get £3,000 reward for buying the Latest version, whiLe there are deaLs on the redesigned Sorento. The Picanto offers a tempting package for younger drivers. 

Opening 2013 offers highlight Kia ambition 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

FAST-EXPANDING Korean marque Kia raised 
UK sales in 2012 by almost a quarter against the 
previous year. 

The surge delivered a market share of 3.2 6 per 
cent, outselling Skoda (2.62 per cent) and Hon¬ 
da (2.65 per cent) and closing on the likes of 
Citroen (3.6 per cent) Toyota (4.14) and even its 
own sister brand Hyundai (3.63). 

It’s not hard to recognise why Kia has made 
such progress; with a model replacement cycle of 
about five years when Western carmakers most¬ 


ly stick to seven, Kia’s range has seen huge mod¬ 
ernisation in less than a decade; this is exempli¬ 
fied by the latest Ceed family hatchback and 
estate - a fine value-for-money alternative to the 
class-leading VW Golf. 

But the brand also offers generous specifi¬ 
cations and shows confidence in its products 
via a market-leading seven-year/100,000-mile 
warranty, which delivers real peace of mind. 

Then there is Kia’s obvious ambition, shown 
by the fact that a record-breaking year is now 
being followed by a string of aggressive offers for 
the start of 2013: 

■ One year’s insurance for £99 on selected 


models and for drivers aged 21-80. 

■ Savings of up to £3,000 on some key models. 

■ 4.9 per cent Kia Access PCP (personal con¬ 
tract plan) and finance across the range. 

■ A £1,000 deposit contribution on the latest 
Ceed and Sports wagon (estate) models. 

■ A £3,000 loyalty reward for existing Ceed- 
owners who buy a replacement car from the 
new range. 

■ Care-3 all-inclusive servicing plans from 
£269. 

The discount deals mean that the brand’s 

entry model, the capacious Picanto five-door 

city car, comes with up to £1,250 off the retail 


price, bringing it down to a start price of £8,995. 

Even bigger cuts are offered on the Rio super¬ 
mini (up to £1,400) and Venga mini-MPV (up to 
£1,600). All of these are extra-appealing to 
budget-conscious younger buyers, who can then 
benefit too from the £99 first year’s insurance 
deal and cheap servicing plan. 

And, despite a recent and dramatic facelift for 
the big seven-seat Sorento SUV, Kia is also offer¬ 
ing this with a £2,000 discount on all versions. 

Perhaps most tempting of all is £1,000 off the 
good-looking Ceed series (from £13,495 with 
discount), or £3,000 if you already own one and 
fancy upgrading to the latest model 




To keep you safe - whatever 
the weather 

WINTER MOTORING OFFERS 

ANTI-FREEEEZE & SCREEN WASH CHANGE 

£19.99 up to 1.6 petrol engines 
£24.95 up to 2.0 petrol engines 
£29.95 all diesels up to 2.0 

FREE CHECK 

Exhausts • Brakes • Tyres • Plus we price match 

£99 FIXED PRICE SERVICING 

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE MOTS 


Call us TODAY to book your vehicle in 
tor Market Service Centre 


a brand of pomphreys 


Applies to cars over 3 years old, under 2000cc petrol engines. Terms and conditions apply 

London Road • BapchiLd • Sittingbourne • Kent ME9 9AQ Tel: 01795 598309 
40-42 Tribune Drive • Trinity Trading Estate • Sittingbourne • Kent ME10 2PG TeL: 01795 599877 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 
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Sales recovery for vans long 


overdue 



BIG HIT: The Master, above, is Renault’s biggest van available in several formats, while Toyota’s Dyna appeals to those needing dropside/tipping capability 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

IT WAS tough in the commercial-vehicle sector 
last year, with registrations down 5.9 per cent 
overall against 2011. 

And December delivered a nasty sting in the 
tail with a dramatic 15.8 per cent drop against 
December 2011, reflecting an insipid year for 
the UK economy. 

Of the two primary sectors - vans and trucks 
- the former was worst hit, with a 7.9 per cent 
decline. Trucks actually rose by 6.4 per cent but 
couldn’t rescue the overall commercial-vehicles 
figure. 

Fortunately, the SMMT - the motor industry’s 
mouthpiece - feels this bleak outlook cannot 
continue. 

Chief executive Paul Everitt admitted that 
business confidence had wavered but added: 
“We look forward to 2013 being a better year for 
the commercial-vehicle market, with a host of 
new products and innovative technologies boost¬ 
ing registrations.” 

This would also signal business confidence 
returning, since commercial vehicles oil the 
wheels of the economy, with trucks moving 
goods in bulk, while vans make local deliveries, 


service important sectors like construction and 
mobilise tradesmen. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests a van recovery is 
particularly overdue, with many operators large 
and small pushing their vehicle-replacement pro¬ 
grammes far beyond normal limits, challenging 
the higher durability and comfort levels of mod¬ 


ern vans. As their ageing vehicles begin to look 
tatty - with public-image consequences - and in¬ 
cur more unprofitable downtime for main¬ 
tenance, many may have to take the plunge. 

There are other benefits if they do: van power- 
train technology is beginning to echo that of 
cars, so there are real commercial and public- 


relations benefits from running a leaner and 
meaner fleet with better fuel consumption and 
lower emissions. 

For Kent firms operating into London, there is 
also an opportunity to save on the capital’s con¬ 
gestion charge by buying small eco vans with 
C02 emissions below lOOg/km. 



NEU/ HILUX 


Neui Hilux. 
Hardworking, 
powerful, 
determined. 
Sorted. 


Hilux Invincible Double 
Cab 3.0 D-4D from just 
£259+V/AT per month* 




TOYOTA 


ALUL/AYS A 
BETTER UJAY 


• 170bhp engine 

■ automatic climate 
control air conditioning 

■ cruise control 

■ rear-vieuj camera 


- Bluetooth® connectivity 

Weekly equivalent of £59.77* 


- Vehicle Stability 

Control <VSC> 

- Electronic Brake 

Initial rental 

£1,554.00+VAT 

Folloiued by 35 monthly rentals 

£259.00+VAT 


Distribution <EBD> 


Motorline Ashford 

The Crescent, Orbital Park 
Ashford, Kent,TN24 OSN 
Tel: 0844 822 7122 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
Kent, CT27RB 
Tel: 0844 822 7130 


Motorline Tunbridge Udells 

Douuding UL/ay, Tunbridge VJL/ells 

Kent,TN23UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 


imuiu.motorline.toyota.co.uk 


Model shown Hilux Invincible Double Cab 3.0 manual basic price £20,666.49, offer excludes metallic paint £415 extra excluding VAT, delivery and on the road charges. ‘Contract Hire offer available to business users only on model shown when ordered, registered and financed through 
Toyota Finandal Services, KT18 5UZ on a 3 year non-maintained Toyota Contract Hire agreement between 1 December 2012 and 31 March 2013 at participating Centres. Based on 10,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charges apply. Other finance offers are available but cannot be 
used in conjunction with this offer. Terms and conditions apply. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s only. Subject to availability. A Weekly equivalent payments are illustrative only, and payments can only be made monthly. 

Hilux Invincible Double Cab 3.0. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg, Urban 29.7, Extra Urban 42.2, Combined 36.7. CO 2 Emissions 203g/km. 
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COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 


Visit carsforkent.co.uk 





LIGHTING THE WAY: Renault's Kangoo ZE is an electric pioneer 


LOADS BETTER: Peugeot's top load-lugger is the popular Boxer 


IDEAL PICK UP AND GO: Multiple-award-winning Fiat Doblo 


Better-packaged boxes make life easier 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

VANS will always be load-lugging boxes at heart, 
but the packaging has changed dramatically 
over the past decade. 

Operators have seen economy, efficiency and 
flexibility soar, while drivers have enjoyed better 
performance, refinement and safety. 

Many of the latter benefits come from car- 
derived crossover designs. 

Initially, this trend was confined to smaller 
models derived from superminis or family hatch¬ 
backs. All that was needed was to blank out the 
rear windows and the driver could enjoy all the 
benefits of the equivalent car-owner, including 


air-con and a decent sound system. However, 
the same philosophy has since migrated to larger 
vans, sometimes taken from the platforms of 
popular hatchbacks, too, even if the van body is 
bespoke. 

Load capacities have also widened, varying 
from as little as three cubic metres for a car- 
derived hatchback - used by couriers or as a 
small company’s runabout - up to a 17 cubic- 
metre delivery van. 

Access has improved, too. Many larger vans 
have low floors in the driving compartment for 
easy access and most vehicles above the super¬ 
mini class now come with at least one sliding 
door as standard to aid loading - many buyers 
take up the option of a second ‘slider’. 


There is now a choice usually of side-opening 
twin rear doors or a high-lift tailgate as well, 
while cab doors generally have a reduced open¬ 
ing angle, with the double benefit of making it 
easy for a busy driver to grab the handle to close 
the door and also avoid it swinging wide and 
hitting something. 

On the performance front, petrol-driven vans 
may still be available, but they have been all but 
been displaced by four- and five-cylinder diesels, 
offering better economy and range, plus good 
pulling power low down in the rev range. 

Extended service periods, lower maintenance 
costs and longer-lasting parts then compound 
diesel-operating benefits. 

The engine’s partner - the gearbox - has also 


changed. A six-speed manual gearbox is nor¬ 
mally the standard - a couple of cogs better than 
only a few years ago - but urban operators 
are turning increasingly to automatic, semi¬ 
automatic or clutchless transmissions. 

These can usually be driven with manual 
selection anyway but are ideal for the stop-start 
traffic conditions of the town and city and can be 
as economical as a manual. 

Van safety has also gained from cars; along 
with a driver’s airbag and the option of passen¬ 
ger, side and front curtain airbags, there are 
active safety features including anti-lock brak¬ 
ing (ABS), traction control (TCS), braking 
control (EBC) and electronic stability programme 
(ESP). 



WE SPEAK WITH FACTS 


OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

WITH EXCEPTIONAL DEALS 


HURRY! 

DON'T MISS OUT, 
CALL TODAY! 




NORTHGATE FIAT 


WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1YY 

TEL: 01227 464100 EMAIL: vansales@northgate-fiat.co.uk WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK 

Business users only, all prices are +VAT and are based on a 48 month lease, non maintenance. No final payment, no mileage restriction. Vehicles for illustration purposes only, prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. 
















52 I week ending January 27, 2013 


KWE 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 


Visit carsforkent.co.uk 


Pick-ups keep picking up sales 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

RECESSION? What recession? That’s the 
question in the pick-up truck sector. 

Sales have rocketed in the UK in recent 
years, both as commercial and leisure 
vehicles. 

A reason for private numbers rising is 
tax anomalies, but many commercial 
operators also recognise they are relatively 
cheap yet capacious workhorses, available 
with two- or four-door cabs and, in the case 
of the 4x4 models, able to go most places 
required on a farm or construction site. 

And perhaps traditional off-roaders lack 
the carrying capacity and have become 
too gentrified? 

Or do the interlopers cater for an inner 
desire to wear a check shirt, jeans and 
cowboy boots? 

But not all pick-ups have the whiff of 
Marlboro Man about them; Fiat decided 
that post-recession real-world economics 
needed to be applied and launched a version 
of its award-winning Doblo Cargo van. 

Called the Doblo Work Up, it’s a ‘drop- 
side’ vehicle with compact external dimen¬ 
sions allowing easy use in urban areas, 
though Fiat sees it selling across the 
agriculture, construction, maintenance or 
city parks services sectors, too. 

PACESETTERS: Fiat’s Doblo Work Up, top, 
and the renowned Toyota Hilux Invincible 
are among the leaders in the pick-up sector 





Bipper’s awards haul 
moving along nicely 


PEUGEOT'S popular Bipper 
small van is the current 
holder of the Best Light 
Van title from the annual 
Van Fleet World awards. 

Judges liked the vehicle's 
compact proportions, 
frugal HDi diesel engines 
and transmissions - with 
manual, automatic and 
Stop & Start systems 
available-generous 
payload of up to 660kg 
and a load volume of 2.5 
cubic-metres. 

The Bipper is also 
available in a popular 


‘Professional’ version, 
featuring air-conditioning, 
half-height bulkhead and 
Bluetooth as standard for 
businesses requiring extra 
comfort and support for 
their van-drivers. 

The Bipper's roll of 
honour also includes: 

■ Best New Van in 2008 
(Fleet World Flonours) 

■ International Van of the 
Year in 2009 

■ Best Light Van in 2010 
(iVan & iTruck awards) 

■ City Van of the Year in 
2011 (Fleet Van awards). 



SELECTED PEUGEOT BIPPER, EXPERT AND PARTNER VANS 

NOW COME WITH FREE GRIP CONTROL 


FROM £38 


PER WEEK 



PEUGEOT VAN RANGE 

It's tough to keep your business moving when bad weather really bites. That's why selected Peugeot Bipper, Expert and Partner vans 
now come with FREE Grip Control - four useful driving modes to tackle tricky conditions, including snow and mud. From £38 per week 
they'll make short work of whatever winter throws at you. To find out more or arrange a test drive, contact us today. 



MOTION & EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 

PROFESSIONAL 


ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE ROBINS & DAY ROCHESTER 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD Tel: 01622 753333 209 High Street, ROCHESTER, ME1 1HF Tel: 01634 842231 

www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.ukwww.robinsandday-rochester.co.uk 

TheBIPPERofficial fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the Partner range are: Urban 47.1 - 55.4 (6.6 -5.1), Extra Urban 56.5 - 64.2 (5.2 - 4.3), Combined 52.3 - 60.1 (5.7 - 
4.7) and CO 2 emissions 140 - 123 (g/km), for the Expert range are: Urban 44.1 - 48.7 (6.3 - 6.1), Extra Urban 32.9 - 37.1 (8.0 - 8.0), Combined 39.2 - 44.1 (6.9 - 6.8) and CO 2 emissions 189 - 168 (g/km). 

‘Amounts stated are weekly equivalents. All rentals are payable monthly. Finance lease rentals quoted are for the Peugeot BIPPER and are based on 34 monthly rentals, plus initial and balloon rental. Annual mileage is 10,000 miles per annum. Business users only. 
All rentals are subject to VAT. A guarantee is required. Written quotations available on request from Peugeot Contract Hire, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. Offers subject to availability. Offers apply to eligible vehicles supplied and registered from 
30/01/2013 until such point they may be withdrawn by Peugeot Motor Company at any time and without notice. For further information on vehicles visit www.peugeot.co.uk 
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Impressiive 
Debuts 




from Motorline Renault! 


PLUS THEY’RE 
FROM ONLY 


£52H 

PER WEEK 


(EQUIVALENT) 

With 4 year Renault Business Lease 


New Renault Trafic 
SL27 dCi 90 Debut 

• CD/MP3/RDS Radio • 180° Opening Rear Doors (unglazed) 

• ABS with EBD • 5.02m 3 standard load volume 

• Max Payload (exc. driver) 1005kg • Steel Bulkhead 

152.96 

PER WEEK 

+VAT 

Sport model 

available for £ I li 
an extra I WEEK(+VAT) 


Both these 
Renault Vans 
include Renaults new 

"kic 

TiltLi'lLp 

including 4 Years 
Finance, 4 Years 
Warranty and 4 Years 
Roadside C 


Order your new Renault 
Van from Motorline today! 


New Renault Master MM33 

lipj 4 AA rinhi il* • Bluetooth radio with 

UOI IUU UcKJUl multifunctional 


JUOl *180° Rear doors 

(unglazed) 

• Steel bulkhead 

• Front passenger 
airbag • 10.8m 3 
standard load volume 

•Max payload 
(exc. driver) 1420kg 

+VAT £279.19 PER MONTH (+VAT) SS 


Motorline 


KENT’S 

LARGEST 

RENAULT 

RETAILER 


Direct Aftersales Booking Service 08700 112218 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Canterbury Ashford Maidstone 

Broad Oak Road A28 Chart Road Bircholt Road, Parkwood 

0844 0844 0844 

822 7104 822 7097 822 7115 

Contact: Yigal Contact: Sandra Contact: Alex 


RENAULT 


Business users only. Finance rates quoted are weekly equivalents based on 4 year Business Lease agreements, non maintenance with a 10K per annum mileage restriction, excess mileage charged extra. Rates quoted exclude VAT. Payments must be made monthly. Typical example: Trafic SL27 dCi 90 Debut. Initial Payment (equiv. to 3 months rentals) 
E683.25+VAT followed by 47 monthly payments of E227.75+VAT (weekly equivalent £52.96). Final payment £3,537+VAT. Finance provided subject to age and status byArval Ltd, Arval Centre Windmill Flill Swindon SN5 6PE. Guarantees/indemnities may be required. Applies to all new Renault vans ordered and registered by 31st March 2013. "44- 
package is included as standard on eligible vehicles. The value of the package is based on £80 for 4th year Roadside Assistance cover and between £305 and £720 for 4th year warranty cover, depending on the Renault model. Figures for illustration purposes only. No cash alternative. Vehicles are covered by a warranty package for up to 48 months. 

The first 2 years are unlimited mileage, followed by a further 2 years up to 100,000 miles. Please see warranty terms and conditions (www.renault.co.uk/warranty) for further details. Renault Assistance Roadside Cover provided from month 0 to 36 includes assistance at the roadside and home, national recovery, onward travel and European cover. Cover 
from month 37 to 48 includes Roadside and Homestart (including a local tow to an authorised Renault dealer). Visit www.renault.co.uk/4plus. Offer cannot be used as a discount off the final invoice. Models shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede any previously advertised offers. 
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Part-time CLEANER 

required for 

Cliffe Woods Community Association. 

Job share basis, week on week off. 

2 hrs. per day 14 hrs per week. 

Local person preferred. 

Telephone Carol - 01634 891484 


spencer 


The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently 
owned and managed 22 bed private hospital situated 
on the QEQM Hospital site. 

We also have a 4 bed unit at the 
William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a 
vacancy for the following staff: 

This position will be based at our Dover Offices 

PATIENT CHOICE 
CO-ORDINATOR 

Full time 

Experience within a medical environment desirable 

Closing date for applications Friday 1 February 2013 
To discuss this opportunity please contact: 

Paul Parish - Business Office Manager 
01304 245958 

For job description and application 
form please contact: 

Mandy Oliver 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, 5 Bench Street 
Dover 

Kent CT16 1JH 
Telephone: 01304 245946 
Fax: 01304 207320 

E-mail: mandy.oliver@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospital is an 
Sr equal opportunity employer. This S JJ 
— ^ position is subject to a Criminal 

Records Bureau Disclosure check -— 
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Full Time Administrator 

This full-time position involves ensuring that 
administrative and organisational systems are 
maintained to support the educational provision 
provided by Amacsports based near Canterbury. 

The applicant will provide PA support to their Line 
Manager; deal with enquiries; assist with the 
preparation of program and course handbooks; 
relevant assessment paperwork etc; assist the team 
with administrative paperwork off-site on occasions; 
deal with student, supplier, staff and external agencies' 
enquiries. An excellent telephone manner is required 
along with good typing and Microsoft Office skills. 
Good record keeping is essential, using spreadsheets 
and databases. To be actively involved in individual 
cases and to have a good working knowledge of office 
work. An Enhanced CRB is required (carried out by 
Amacsports Ltd). 

To apply, submit a completed Application form and 
Equal Opportunity Monitoring form, available from 
www.amactraining.co.uk/about/recruitment 
Completed form only to be posted to:- 
Jeanette Saunders, Amac, 2 Denne Hill Business 
Centre, Womenswold, Canterbury, Kent CT4 6HD 

Salary: £13,000 - £17,000 (depending on experience) 
Start Date: ASAP 

Closing Date: 10th February 2013 
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The Op Shop Ltd 

Wish to appoint a 

Charity Shop Manager 

£13,000-£15,000 per annum (depending on experience) 
40 hours/week including Saturdays 

We are looking for a highly motivated individual to manage a 
local charity shop in Cheriton which raises funds for the work of 
the Folkestone Rainbow Centre. 

You will be responsible for running a volunteer team. 
Previous experience of retail management essential. 

For further details and an application form please contact: 
Folkestone Rainbow Centre by 
emailing info@rainbow-centre.org or 
Telephone 01303 850733 between 10am - 1pm 

Closing date for completed applications is Friday 8 February 2013 
Interviews will be held on Thursday 28 February 2013 


Part-time CLEANER 

required for 

Cliffe Woods Community Association. 

Job share basis, week on week off. 

2 hours per day 14 hours per week. 

Local person preferred. 

Telephone Carol - 01634 891484 
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PD WELFARE ASSISTANT 

34.58 hrs per wk tor 39 weeks per year 
Kent Salary Range 3 
£14,241.00 - £16,144.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £11,231.08 - £12,731.87 pa 
Plus SEN Allowance of £1,181 pa 

We are seeking to appoint a passionate member of support staff who will 
join a team of Welfare Assistants to work closely with and support the 
needs of physically disabled (PD) students. 

The post holder will be required to support PD students both in the 
classroom and within the PD area with their learning and welfare needs in 
order to maximise their levels of achievement and independence. 
Experience of dealing with students' welfare therefore is essential and the 
post holder will be required to undertake moving and handling training. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report recently and was rated 
'good' in every category with some outstanding features. Thamesview is a 
new school build that benefits from innovative learning environments and 
state of the art ICT equipment. 

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences for our 

students and to supporting our staff through excellent CPD opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR 

Manager on 01474 566552 ext 8081120 or email 

k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 

Closing Date: 29th January 2013 

Interviews: Week Commencing 4th February 2013 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the 
disclosure procedure. Thamesview School operates a non-smoking policy. 
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Integrated Youth Officer 

Maidstone (Shepway Youth Centre) 

(Salary: £23,054 - £26,421 pro rata) 

0.5fte to be worked mainly evenings and weekends 
Project Salus is a social enterprise established to deliver the 
services previously undertaken by Kent Safe Schools. We have 
recently been commissioned to deliver Youth Services in South 
East Urban Maidstone including the Shepway Youth Centre. 

We are currently seeking an Integrated Youth Officer to 
implement our range of centre and street-based youth services 
in Maidstone. The role will involve working directly with young 
people and agencies, offering services and support with an aim 
to improve young people’s emotional health and well-being. 

We are looking for a talented individual, experienced in working 
directly with young people in creative and innovative ways to 
achieve the best possible outcomes. This post will require 
energy and enthusiasm to ensure the success of this highly 
valued service. 

For more information please contact Peter Heckel on 
07725595519 

For an application pack please contact Katie Ling on 
01303 817470 

or at Katie.linq@projectsalus.co.uk 
Closing Date: Monday 28th January at 5pm 
Interviews will be held on the Thursday 7th February 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO CORPORATE 
MANAGEMENT TEAM AND MEMBERS 

(2 POSTS) 


Salary: £18,174 - £22,020 per annum (Grade D) 
(Subject to job evaluation) 


Hours: 37 hours per week 


Shepway District Council serves a population of 108,000 and covers a 
district of 140 square miles. 

The council works to four key objectives: 

- Improving the appearance of our district 

- Serving customers and the community 

- Creating places where people want to live, work and visit 

- Performing effectively 

As part of achieving these objectives you will provide a high level of 
administrative and secretarial support to the Corporate Management Team 
and Members and will contribute to the overall work function of the newly 
formed Business Support team. The post holder will also act as the first 
point of contact for the Corporate Management team and Members, 
planning and scheduling work and arranging meetings and events. 

The ideal candidate will have an NVQ Level 3 in Business Administration 
or equivalent and recent and relevant experience of working as a PA for 
senior management or very similar role. Excellent organisation and time 
management skills are also essential to be successful in this role. 

The closing date for receipt of all completed application forms is 
12.00 noon on Tuesday 5th February 2013. 

Interviews will be held on Wednesday 13th February 2013. 

To apply, please download an application pack from our website 
www.shepway.gov.uk under 'Jobs and Careers' or email 
recruitment @ shepway.gov. uk 
Please return your application form to 
recruitment@shepway.gov.uk or HR Services, 

Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle 
Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. 


Folkestone 



BLACK TIE FOODS 

are looking for 

Trainee SALES PEOPLE 

in the Kent and Sussex area. 

If you are looking for 
excellent rates of pay, 
a company vehicle and 
good prospects with full 
training provided 
call us now on 

0800 848 8507 


•CHORD* 

I hr+J IlHmkl«**i 

We are looking for an individual to assist 
with customer sales and technical support 
for our products via phone and email. 
This will primarily be an office based 
position but may involve some travel 
abroad to assist at tradeshows. 

Full product training will be given but 
knowledge of HiFi or consumer electronics 
would be beneficial. 

Working experience with email and 
Microsoft office would be expected and 
good phone and writing skills is essential. 

Please send CV and introduction letter to:- 

valerie@chordelectronics.co.uk 




MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone is 
seeking to appoint outstanding individuals in the following areas: 


Higher Education Information and Support Officer P07 


£10,384 - £18,066 (Depending on Qualifications & Experience) 

- Medway/Maidstone 

We are looking for an enthusiastic and motivated person to take on the 
role of Information Officer for our Higher Education students. Working 
alongside our existing Information and Guidance staff, the successful 
candidate will have customer service experience, enjoy working with 
people and have a good understanding of the financial issues that 
young people face when applying to and studying in Higher Education. 
Closing date: 12 noon, Wednesday 30 January 2013 


MidKent College and RBLI Employment Solutions are working in 
partnership to support disabled applicants. For assistance please 
contact RBLI on 0800783114 or visit their website www.rbli.co.uk 
To apply please e-mail job.applications@midkent.ac.uk for an 
application form. 


The College is committed to safeguarding young people and 
vulnerable adults therefore any offer of employment will be subject 
to a CRB check. 


Local job 

search 

Local job 

found 


jobs24.co.uk 

J ONLINE • IN-PAPER • ON MOBILE 
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DP WORLD 

London Gateway 


NEW ENGINEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Get ready for your biggest challenge 
Get ready to join a world class team 

Get ready for a global company to invest in you 

Get ready for London Gateway 




London Gateway » the LAOS fit* 21* Century ntdpr deep-m ccnianar port and 
Europe^ largest loQsbcs parte Sftix^oa an the north bora of the Aver Thames 
near Thurrock in Essooc, London Gateway wtl provide irrMtf led shipping aooess 
for the worlds toedtog businesses to an integrated road, fart and see network. 

We are no* recrutmg tor a world-class engtneemg team to be part at a motor 
and oompte* infrastruotura prefect We are 100% committed to the development 
of a strong teem that wd provide cufcrtandnQ ousflcmer service, effictentty and 
rriobifty n its operators We are tookng for ambrUous. hardworking people to 
pr a 90,000 strong global team. 

To learn more about Engineering opportunities at London 
Gateway please visit us on TUESDAY 5th FEBRUARY from 
9 am to 8 pm at HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, DARTFORD BRIDGE, 
UNIVERSITY WAY, DARTFORD, DAI 5PA 


We are currently recruiting for. 

• Electro* Technaan 

• MecnancaJ Technician 

• Stores Officer 

• Engnacr Maude nanae Planner 

• Engneemg Team Leader 

• Park Ctork of Works 


• Automaton and Optmiaabon Engineer 

• Crane Manager 

• Document Controller 

• High Voltage Technician 

• Maintenance Pohabrtcy and Infrastructure 

Manager 


COMMITMENT - INNOVATION - GROWTH - RESPONSIBILITY 


ruftow us ore 

FI IWtar OLdr«to«GfllM»UK 



Principal/Chief Executive 

> COMPETITIVE SIX FIGURE SALARY 

> ATTRACTIVE BENEFITS PACKAGE 

> RELOCATION PACKAGE 

> SUPPORTEO PROGRESSION INTO CHIEF EXECUTIVE ROLE 


INSPIRING 


Cfoiing date: Monday 25 February 2013 


m 


lr-.r;:4V I i * *t t -. 1 !. 

... IU..J, 


A.. 


'IMIS* ixrutuu* miru 

MktKcnt CoHpqc is an cgi rat opportunities employer 


KidKent College rrmprtses three toy elements KtX framing Seivires, when provide* all at the training tor the Royal School orf Military 
Engineering at Chatham; otr new £86 ml I ton Lampus at Medway ^ our Marivone LurpiA which a currently undergoing o rrujoT refurtM/rrent 

As one o t ttw biggest and best providers at further and higher oduration in the Gantry, we are now on the hunt tor an OKCppitonai new pnnnpal 
who wife tare arm as print ipaiVittief mecutrwe from 2015. 

From Vptemher 2013 we are separate^ out the roles of pdncpal and chief executive Stechen Grtx wii axfflnue part time as the chief executive 
rpsponsble for trie strategy direction at the College and MKT Tracing Services the successful randoato tor this pou will spend their first two years 
macing the College as prmrtpa< and from 2015 will move rrto trie combined role of principal* the* oesutrue 

Visit www mkfke/it.ac.uk/pilmipal far more Information and to apply for this life-changing carter opportunity. 

Alternatively call HR director Andrea Ashman tor an informal discussion on 01634 383644. 


interview dates: Tuesday 19 A Wednesday 20 March 2013 


KEiBA 


Qt 

MidKent College 
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HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


BURTON ROAD, ASHFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Burton Road, Ashford, on or after 11 February 
2013 for up to 6 weeks or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Faversham Road and Warwick Road. 

The alternative routes are via Faversham Road, 
Nettlefield Road and Burton Road or via Burton Road, 
Church Road and Faversham Road. 


HIGHBURY LANE, TENTERDEN 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to provide a new gas supply to 

Highbury Hall Youth Club, Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Highbury 

Lane, Tenterden, on or after 28 January 2013 for up to 1 

week or until the works have been completed. 

The alternative route is via A28 High Street and 
Bridewell Lane. 


WATER LANE, SMARDEN 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to repair the Chequers Inn following 
accident damage, Kent County Council has made an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on Water Lane, 
Smarden, on or after 28 January 2013 for up to 1 week or 
until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with The Street. 

The alternative route is via Bell Lane, Smarden Bell Lane, 
Burnthouse Lane, Biddenden Road and Cage Lane. 


NOTICE 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD) 
(20MPH, 30MPH, 40MPH, 50MPH SPEED LIMITS 
AND DERESTRICTED ROADS) 

AMENDMENT NO. 3 CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2012 
NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council has 
made an Order under Sections 81, 82, 83 and 84 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which is to 
(1) Extend the existing 3omph speed limit on Egerton 
Road, Pluckley (2) install a new 4omph limit on The 
Pinnock, Pluckley Thorne and (3) install a new 
3omph limit through Chambers Green, Pluckley. 

A copy of the proposed Order, which comes into 
operation on 28/01/2013, together with an explanatory 
statement and a map showing the lengths of roads 
concerned may be inspected during normal office hours 
at County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ or at the 
offices of the Ashford Highways Depot, Javelin Way, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8AD. 

Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 6 
weeks of the date of publication of this Notice, 
challenge the validity of the Orders or of any provision 
contained in them on the grounds that it is not within 
the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, or any instrument made thereunder, or that there 
has been a failure to comply with any statutory 
requirement in relation to the Orders. 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(VARIOUS ROADS, EGERTON, ASHFORD) 

(WEIGHT RESTRICTION) ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council, in 
exercise of its powers under Sections 1 and 2 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, has made an Order, the effect of 
which is to:- 

Prohibit any vehicle, laden or unladen with a gross 
weight which exceeds 7.5 tonnes from using; 

Sandway, Coach Road, Egerton House Road, Link Hill Lane, 
Glebeland, The Street, Stonebridge Green Road, Iden Lane, 
Field mill Road, Southfield Lane, Barnfield Road, Hurst 
Lane, Newlands Road, Park Lane, Hunder Hatch Lane, 

Burnt Mill Road, Hazeldene Farm Road, Egerton Road from 
its junction with Field Mill Road to its junction with 
Vicarage Lane, Pivington Lane from Park Lane to a point 
228m north of its junction with Egerton Road. 

Access rights will be maintained for all vehicles 
requiring legitimate access to or from any premises 
situated on these roads. 

This will be for improving the amenities of the area 
through which the road runs. 

A copy of the Order, which comes into operation on 20 
January 2013, together with an explanatory statement 
and a map showing the lengths of roads affected by the 


new provisions may be inspected during normal office 
hours at the offices of the Ashford Borough Council, 
Ashford Gateway Plus, Church Road, Ashford TN23 1AS 
and the Kent County Council, Sessions House, County 
Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX. 

Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 6 
weeks of the date of publication of this Notice, 
challenge the validity of the Orders or of any provision 
contained in them on the grounds that it is not within 
the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, or of any instrument made thereunder, or that 
there has been a failure to comply with any statutory 
requirement in relation to the Orders. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


HAMILTON ROAD, WHITSTABLE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install kerb build-outs, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Hamilton Road, Whitstable, on or after 16 

February 2013 as shown below. 

Works are planned to be carried out on the weekends of 
16 & 17 February and 23 & 24 February. 

The planned closure times are between 08:00 hrs and 
16:00 hrs each Saturday and between 09:00 hrs and 
16:00 hrs each Sunday. 

The road will be closed at the junction with Stream Walk. 
The alternative route is via Regent Street and Cromwell 
Road. 


LANES WALK & CUCKOO DOWN LANE, WHITSTABLE 
(RESTRICTIONS ON CYCLISTS & PEDESTRIANS) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works as part of scheme to install Oyster 
Bay Cycle Trail, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order restricting pedestrians and cyclists on Lanes Walk 
& Cuckoo Down Lane, Whitstable, as shown below. 
LANES WALK will be closed for its entire length, from 11 
February 2013 for up to 1 week. 

The alternative route is via Tower Parade, Cromwell 
Road and Westgate Terrace. 

CUCKOO DOWN LANE will be closed for its entire length, 
from 15 February 2013 for up to 2 weeks. 

The alternative route is via Cromwell Road, Westgate 
Terrace and Reservoir Road 


A290 ST DUNSTAN'S STREET, CANTERBURY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow a structural survey of the Westgate Towers to 
be carried out, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on A290 St Dunstan's 
Street, Canterbury, on or after Sunday 17 February 2013, 
between 08:00 hrs and 16:00 hrs. 

The road will be closed adjacent to the south side of the 
Westgate Towers, with no through access between St 
Peter's Place and St Dunstan's Street / North Lane. 

The alternative route is via A290 St Peter's Place, A2050 
Rheims Way, London Road, A290 St Dunstan's Street 
and Station Road West. 


B2205 ST JOHN'S ROAD &. COLEWOOD ROAD, WHITSTABLE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway resurfacing works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on B2205 St John's Road & Colewood Road, 
Whitstable, on or after 17 February 2013 for up to 3 
days, between 09:30 hrs and 15:30 hrs each day. 

The roads will be closed between the junctions with Kite 
Farm and Tyler Way, with no through access between 
Whitstable and Herne Bay using this route. 

The alternative route for low vehicles is via B2205 
Whitstable Road, Sea Street, Greenhill Bridge Road, A2990 
(Old) Thanet Way, Chestfield Road and St John's Road. 

For all vehicles over 13' 3" (4.0 M), the alternative route 
is via B2205 Whitstable Road, Sea Street, Greenhill 
Bridge Road, A2990 (Old) Thanet Way, B2205 Borstal 
Hill, Canterbury Road, Oxford Street, High Street, 
Harbour Street, Tower Parade, Tankerton Road, Bennells 
Avenue, Herne Bay Road and St John's Road. 


HIGHWAYS - DARTFORD AREA 


CHURCH HILL STONE LEVEL CROSSING DARTFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of repairs to Arris rail and tarmac repairs, Kent 
County Council intend to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Church Hill Stone Travel Crossing, on 
or after 17th February 2013 for up to 1 night and 1 day or 


until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside of the level crossing. 
The alternative route is Church Hill Stone Place road , 
London road St Clements way Crossway Bolouvard and 
Charles street. 


STATION APPROACH DARTFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of the set up a crane to lift a structure onto 

platform 3 and 4 on Dartford Station, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Station Approach Dartford, on or after 17th February 2013 

for up to I day or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at Station Approach. 

There is no alternative diversion , however access to the 
station carpark to be maintained if possible. 


WARREN ROAD SOUTH FLEET 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because BT require safe access to the carriageway box 
for cabling, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on Warren Road 
Southfleet, on or after 11th February 2013 for up to 3 
days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction of Dale Road 
to the junction with New Barn Road. 

There will be no access for through traffic between 
these junctions. 

The alternative route is via New Barn Road and Red Street. 


WHITEHILL ROAD LONGFIELD DARTFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of BT cabling works, Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Whitehill 
Road, Longfield Dartford, on or after 29th January 2013 
for up to 3 days or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed from the junction with Main 
road to the junction of Highcross Road. There will be no 
access for through traffic at this point. 

The alternative route is Via Highcross Road, Sandbanks 
Hill, Green Street and Main road. 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


ROWLING ROAD, GOODNESTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow access to the overhead cable network to 

restore customer a phone service, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Rowling Road, Goodnestone, on or after 11 February 

2013 for up to 2 days, between 09:30 hrs and 15:30 hrs 

each day. 

The road will be closed from Lower Rowling Farm north¬ 
eastwards to the junction with Sandwich Road. 

The alternative route is via Sandwich Road and Rowling 
Road. 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESEND AREA 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

GOLD STREET MEOPHAM, GRAVESEND 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

Because of BT require access to overhead network 
cables for new customer connection, Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Gold Street Meopham, on or after 30th January 2013 for 
up to 2 days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from junction Sole Street on 
Gold Street to junction Batts Road. 

There will be no access for through traffic between 
these junctions. 

The alternative route is via Sole Street, The Street, 
Cobhambury Road Luddesdown Road, Henley Street and 
Vice Versa. 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


GOUDHURST ROAD, STAPLEHURST 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching, Kent County Council 

has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Goudhurst Road, Staplehurst, on or after 28 January 2013 

for up to 1 day or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Pinnock Lane to Pristling Lane. 

The alternative route is via Pristling Lane, Five Oak Lane. 


SLIP ROAD BETWEEN A20 LONDON ROAD 
AND A26 TONBRIDGE ROAD, MAIDSTONE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to lay 10m of BT duct, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on the slip road between A20 London 
Road and A26 Tonbridge Road, Maidstone, on or after 
17 February 2013 for up to 3 nights between i9.oohrs 
and os.oohrs or until the works have been completed. 
The alternative route is via A20 The Broadway, A229 St 
Peters Bridge/Fairmeadow, A20 The Broadway, A26 
Tonbridge Road. 


WEST STREET, HARRIETSHAM 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of traffic calming measures, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on West Street, Harrietsham, on or after 16 
February 2013 for up to 9 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed outside of The Primary School. 
The alternative route is via A20 Ashford Road, Hook Lane. 


VARIOUS ROADS, MAIDSTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow a programme of carriageway patching and 

surface treatment works to be carried out, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order to restrict traffic on 

various roads in Kent, as shown below. 

The Order will become effective on or after 11th February 
2013 for up to 18 months, or until the works have been 
completed. 

The planned dates and times for each road closure or 
restriction are shown below, in a Schedule listed in 
alphabetical order of District. 

Planned dates will be indicated by signage displayed on 
site 14 days in advance. Road closures and other 
restrictions will be in effect when the appropriate 
signage and barriers are in place. 

Each road indicated will need to be closed once for 
prepatching works (as per the schedule below) and a 
second time for the actual surface treatment works 
(Surface dressing or microsurfacing) later in the year 
(These dates will be advertised on information boards 
on each site, 14 days in advance of commencement). 
Every effort will be made to keep to the schedule shown 
below. Some minor modifications may be made to 
dates and duration of works, to be advised once known. 
Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. Roads that are 
missed will be re-scheduled, as advised locally and 
signposted on site. 

SCHEDULE 

MAIDSTONE 

CROSS STREET, MAIDSTONE - closed between Hardy 
Street and Peel Street. 

18th to 20th March 2013 - o83ohrs to i730hrs. 
Alternative route via Fisher Street, Peel Street, John 
Street and Hardy Street. 

HUNT STREET, WEST FARLEIGH - closed between Smiths 
Hill and Bow Hill. 

11th to 15th March 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs 
Alternative route via B2163 Smiths Hill, Teston Lane, 

A26 Tonbridge Road, B2015 Bow Road and Bow Hill. 

PILGRIMS WAY, HARRIETSHAM & THURNHAM - closed 
between Hollingbourne Hill and The Street, Detling 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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nth February to 19th February 2013. o830hrs to i730hrs 
Alternative route via Hollingbourne Hill, Upper Street, 
Eyhorne Street, A20 Ashford Road, Roundwell, The 
Street, Bearsted, Ware Street, Hockers Lane and The 
Street, Detling. 

FRINSTEAD LANE, WORMSHILL - closed up to 
Bedmonton House entrance. 

19th February to 20th February 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs 
(No alternative route as this is a no through road) 
GREENWAY COURT ROAD, HOLLINGBOURNE - Closed 
between A20 Ashford Road and Eyhorne Street. 

4th to 8th March 2013. o83ohrs - i730hrs 
Alternative route via A20 Ashford Road and Eyhorne Street. 
HAMPSTEAD LANE, YALDING - closed between Level 
crossing at Yalding Station and B2015 Maidstone Road, 
Nettlestead Green. 

1st to 6th March 2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs 
Alternative route via B2015 Maidstone Road, Bow Road, 
A20 Tonbridge Road, B2163 Teston Lane, Smiths Hill, 
Yalding Hill, B2010 High Street, Yalding, B2162 Lees 
Road, Hampstead Lane. 

STATION ROAD, NETTLESTEAD GREEN - closed between 
B2162 Hampstead Lane and B2015 Maidstone Road, 
Nettlestead Green. 

5th to 9th March 2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs 
Via B2015 Maidstone Road and B2162 Hampstead Lane. 
HAZEL STREET ROAD, HAZEL STREET NR HUCKING - 
closed between South Green Lane and Southlees Lane. 
21st February to 27th February. o830hrs to i730hrs. 
Alternative route via South Green Lane and Southlees Lane. 
SOUTH GREEN LANE, SOUTH GREEN, NR HUCKING 
closed between Rumstead Road and Hazel Street Road. 
21st February to 27th February. o83ohrs to i730hrs. 
Alternative route via South Green Lane, Southlees Lane 
and Hazel Street Road. 

LODDINGTON LANE, BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA closed 
between B2163 Heath Road and Butt Green Lane. 

8th to 9th March 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 

Alternative route via Butt Green Lane, A229 Linton Hill 
and B2163 Heath Road. 

WILDEN PARK ROAD, STAPLEHURST - Closed between 
Park Road and Five Oak Lane. 

10th to 11th March 2013. o830hrs to i730hrs. 

Alternative route via Pagehurst Road, Five Ash Lane and 
Five Oak Lane 

PRISTLING LANE, STAPLEHURST - Closed between 
Goudhurst Road, Staplehurst and Snoad Lane 
11th to 15th February 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative Route via Goudhurst Road Five Oak Lane and 
Snoad Lane. 

SNOAD LANE, STAPLEHURST - Closed between Five Oak 
Lane and Pristling Lane. 

11th 15th February 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 

Alternative Route via Five Oak Lane, Goudhurst Road 
and Pristling Lane. 

SMITHS HILL, WEST FARLEIGH - Closed from Ewell Lane 
to Shingle Barn Lane. 

18th to 21st February 2013. o830hrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative route via B2163 Smiths Hill, Teston Lane, 

A20 Tonbridge Road, B2015 Bow Road, Maidstone 
Road, B2162 Hampstead Lane, Lees Road, Yalding High 
Street, Yalding Hill and Smiths Hill. 

WYEBANKS ROAD, (Nr DODDINGTON) - Closed between 
Snoad Farm Road and Slade Road. 

28th February to 1st March 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative Route via Slade Road, Seed Road and Frith 
Road. 

BOY COURT LANE, HEADCORN - Tilden (Upper Little Boy 
Court Farm) 

22nd to 24th February 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 

No alternative route as no through road. 

WICHLING GREEN LANE, DODDINGTON - Closed from 
Endings Wood Road to Old Lenham Road. 

4th March to 6th March, 2013. o830hrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative Route via Old Lenham Road, The Street, 
Doddington, Old Lenham Road and Endings Wood Road. 
NEW ROAD, OTHAM - Closed between A274 Sutton Road 
and Avery Lane. 

21st to 22nd February 2013. o830hrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative Route via A274 Sutton Road, Gore Court 
Road, White Horse Lane and Simmonds Lane. 

HONEY LANE, OTHAM - Avery Lane to White Horse Lane 
22nd to 23rd February 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative Route via New Road, A274 Sutton Road, Gore 
Court Road, White Horse Lane and Simmonds Lane. 
SIMMONDS LANE, OTHAM - Closed between Honey 
Lane and White Horse Lane 
23rd to 24th February 2013. o830hrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative Route via White Horse Lane and Honey Lane. 
PARK LANE, WORMSHILL - Closed from The Street, 
Wormshill to end. 

7th to 8th March 2013. o830hrs to i73ohrs. 

No alternative route as this is a no through road. 

I 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


LONDON ROAD, WEALD, SEVENOAKS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of BT works for access to manholes for cabling, 

Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on London Road, Weald, Sevenoaks, on 

or after 5th February 2013 for up to 1 day or until the 

works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at the junction with Riverhill for 
a distance of 200 metres. There will be no access for 
through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via Riverhill, B245 London Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AND ASHFORD 


A251 ASHFORD ROAD, SHELDWICH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of water mains replacement works, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on A251 Ashford Road, Sheldwich, 
Faversham, on or after 15 February 2013 as shown 
below. 

The A251 Ashford Road will be closed at North Street, 
between the junctions with Plumford Lane and Porters 
Lane. 

There will be no access between Ashford and 
Faversham using the A251. 

The planned dates of closures are as follows 

HALF TERM 

Saturday 16 February 2013 from 07:30 hrs through until 
Sunday 24 February at 17:00 hrs 

EASTER 

Friday 29 March 2013 from 07:30 hrs through until 
Sunday 14 April at 17:00 hrs 
The diversion routes are 

Northbound via A251 Ashford Road, Faversham Road, 
A252 Canterbury Road, The Street, Maidstone Road, A28 
Canterbury Road, Ashford Road, Thanington Road then 
joining the A2 Trunk Road at Thanington continuing via 
Brenley Corner to A2 Canterbury Road and A251 Ashford 
Road. 

Southbound, there is no access between the A2 and 
A28 at Thanington. The route is A251 Ashford Road, A2 
Canterbury Road via Brenley Corner, A2 Trunk Road 
continuing coast bound to the Coldharbour Lane 
junction (signposted Barham, Kingston, Bish'b'rne) then 
London bound on the A2 to Thanington to join the A28 
Thanington Road, Ashford Road, Canterbury Road, A252 
Maidstone Road, The Street, Canterbury Road, A251 
Faversham Road to Ashford Road. 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


ALLAND GRANGE LANE, MANSTON 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install new signage, road markings 

and red high friction surfacing, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Alland Grange Lane, Manston, on or after 11 February 2013 

for up to 3 days, between 08:00 hrs to 16:00 hrs each day. 

The road will be closed for its entire length. 

The alternative route is via B2190 Spitfire Way 81 B2050 
Manston Road. 


BROAD STREET, RAMSGATE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to reline a sewer, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Broad Street, Ramsgate, on or after 11 February 2013 for 
up to 4 weeks or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed at the junction with School 
Lane, with no through access between the junctions 
with Hardres Street and School Lane. 

The alternative route is via Hardres Street, Boundary 
Road, Chatham Place, Chatham Street, High Street and 
Church Hill. 


HARBOUR STREET, RAMSGATE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install water connections to a new 

development, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Harbour Street, 

Ramsgate, on or after 11 February 2013 for up to 3 days, 

or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of 34-40, with no 
through access. 

The alternative route is via Madeira Walk, Wellington 


Crescent, Plains of Waterloo and King Street. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Harbour Street 
will be suspended to allow access. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of King Street will 
be suspended between the junctions with Broad Street 
and Harbour Street. 


PLUMSTONE ROAD, ACOL & PRESTON ROAD, MANSTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Plumstone Road, Acol and Preston Road, 
Manston, on or after 11 February 2013 as shown below. 
Planned closure times are between 07:30 hrs and 16:30 
hrs each day for both closures. 

PLUMSTONE ROAD, ACOL will be closed for its entire 
length, from 11 February for up to 5 days. 

The alternative route is via Seamark Road, A299 
Canterbury Road West and Minster Road 
PRESTON ROAD, MANSTON will be closed for its entire 
length, from 18 February for up to 3 days. 

The alternative route is via Manston Road and Manston 
Court Road. 


THANET ROAD, BROADSTAIRS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to provide a new phone service, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Thanet Road, Broadstairs, on or after 

11 February 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with Albion Street. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Albion Street and Prospect Road. 

The alternative route is via Albion Street, High Street, 
Prospect Place and Thanet Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & MALLING AREA 


BARMING ROAD, WATERINGBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to install a new telegraph pole, 

Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Barming Road, Wateringbury, on or 

after 28 January 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Wateringbury Road for 250 
metres. 

The alternative route is via North Pole Road, North 
Street, A26 Tonbridge Road, Mailing Road. 


HALL ROAD, WOULDHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to install a new water main, 
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Hall Road, Wouldham, on or after 28 
January 2013 for up to 86 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed from Knowle Road to the end of 
Hall Road. 

The alternative route is via Knowle Road, Rochester 
Road, Scarborough Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


NORTH FARM ROAD/DOWDING WAY, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of track renewal works, Kent County Council 
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on North 
Farm Road/Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, on or after 3 
February 2013 for up to 1 night between oi.2ohrs and 
04.oohrs or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at the railway bridge. 


The alternative route is via North Farm Road, Sandhurst 
Road, Birken Road, Liptraps Lane, Lamberts Road, 
Dowding Way. 




COLLIERS GREEN ROAD, CRANBROOK 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to replace a telegraph pole, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Colliers Green Road, 
Cranbrook, on or after 16 February 2013 for up to 2 days 
or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Marden Road to Round Green. 
The alternative route is via Marden Road, Goudhurst 
Road, The Common, Rocks Hill, Cranbrook Road, 
Pinnock Lane, Goudhurst Road. 


WATERLOO ROAD, CRANBROOK 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of traffic calming measures, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Waterloo Road, Cranbrook, on or after 16 
February 2013 for up to 9 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed from Stone Street to Cornwallis 
House. 

The alternative route is via Stone Street, High Street, 
Angley Road, Wilsey Green, Waterloo Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, TUNBRIDGE WELLS (RESURFACING) 
(PROHIBI TION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow a programme of carriageway patching and 
surface treatment works to be carried out, Kent County 
Council has made an Order to restrict traffic on various 
roads in Kent, as shown below. 

The Order will become effective on or after 28th January 
2013 for up to 18 months, or until the works have been 
completed. 

The planned dates and times for each road closure or 
restriction are shown below, in a Schedule listed in 
alphabetical order of District. 

Planned dates will be indicated by signage displayed on 
site 14 days in advance. Road closures and other 
restrictions will be in effect when the appropriate 
signage and barriers are in place. Each road indicated 
will need to be closed once for prepatching works (as 
per the schedule below) and a second time for the 
actual surface treatment works (Surface dressing or 
microsurfacing) later in the year (These dates will be 
advertised on information boards on each site, 14 days 
in advance of commencement). 

Every effort will be made to keep to the schedule shown 
below. Some minor modifications may be made to 
dates and duration of works, to be advised once known. 
Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. 

Roads that are missed will be re-scheduled, as advised 
locally and signposted on site. 

SCHEDULE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

OLD HOUSE ROAD, FORDCOMBE - closed between 
B2168 Fordcombe Road and Leggs Lane. 

28 - 31 January 2013 - o83ohrs to i730hrs. 

Alternative route via B2168 Fordcombe Road, The Lane 
and Old House Road. (And vice versa) 

DIG DOG LANE, FRITTENDEN - closed between C89 
Frittenden Road and C146 Hareplain Road (At the Three 
Chimneys Public House). 

28 January to 8 February 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs 
Alternative route via Hareplain Road, U1718 Biddenden 
Road, C89 The Street and Frittenden Road (And vice versa) 
ETHNAM LANE, SANDHURST - closed for its whole length 
31 January to 1 February 2013. o830hrs to i730hrs 
(No alternative route as this is a no through road) 
BUBHURST LANE, FRITTENDEN - closed for its whole length 
4 February to 5 February 2013. o830hrs to i730hrs 
(No alternative route as this is a no through road) 

BABBS LANE, BENENDEN - B2086 Mounts Hill to 
Nineveh Lane. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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18 to 22 February 2013. o83ohrs - i73ohrs 
Alternative route via Coldharbour Road, Iden 
Green Road and B2086 Cranbrook Road (And 
vice versa). 

FRIEZLEY LANE, GOUDHURST - closed for its 
whole length 

25 to 28 February, 2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs 
(No alternative route as this is a no through 
road). 

KNOWLE LANE, BRENCHLEY - closed between 
Mile Oak Road and Knowle Road. 

I to 3 March 2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs. 
Alternative route via Knowle Road, Crook Road, 
Pixot Hill and Mile Oak Road. 

VAUXHALL LANE, SOUTHBOROUGH closed 
between A26 London Road and Vauxhall Lane 
at Cottage Hospital entrance. 

4 to 8 March 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative route via Vauxhall Lane, A2014 
Pembury Road, A26 Quarry Hill Road and A26 
London Road. (And vice versa). 

LADY OAK LANE, GOUDHURST - A21 to 
Balcombes Hill. 

II -15 March 2013. o83ohrs to i73ohrs. 
Alternative route via Balcombes Hill, A262 West 
Road, Clayhill, Station Road, B2162 
Lamberhurst Road, School Hill, The Broadway, 
Spray Hill and A21 London Road. (And vice 
versa). 

ROGERS ROUGH ROAD, GOUDHURST - Lady 
Oak Lane to Church Road, Kilndown 
25 to 29 March 2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs. 
Alternative Route via B2079 Lady Oak Lane, 
Bedgebury Road, Peasley Lane and Ranters 
Lane. (And vice versa) 

PRIORS HEATH, GOUDHURST - B2079 Lady Oak 
Lane to Roger's Rough Road. 25 to 29 March 
2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs. 

Alternative Route via B2079 Lady Oak Lane, 
Bedgebury Road, Peasley Lane and Ranters 
Lane. (And vice versa) 

CHICKS LANE, GOUDHURST - Rogers Rough 
Road to Church Road,Kilndown. 

25 to 29 March 2013. o83ohrs to i730hrs. 
Alternative Route via Church Road, Kilndown, 
Ranters Lane, Peasley Lane, B2079 Bedgebury 
Road and Lady Oak Lane. (And vice versa) 



John Burr 

Director of Highways & Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 27th January 2013 


For further information, please contact 

I 

Kent County Council Highways 
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and Transportation, 

on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


ICE CREAM RIGHTS 

Sites to be licensed for 2013 season 

28 March -1 October 


Quotations are invited for the rights to sell ice cream 
from a van/mobile kiosk at one or more of these sites:- 

1 . Next to the Royal Military Canal and the Hythe 
Cricket Club, Hythe, 

2 . Farthing Common, Stone Street, Monks Horton, 

3 . Coast Drive Car Park, Littlestone, 

4 . New Lade Car Park, Lydd-on-sea. 

Quotations should be submitted by 12 noon on 1 st 
March 2013 

Site plans, licence conditions and methods for 
submitting quotations can be obtained by visiting 
www.shepway.gov.uk/licensing or alternatively by 
contacting Property Services for a quotation pack on 
01303 853472 . 

The council does not bind itself to accept the highest, 
or any quotation. All quotations are to be submitted on 
council approved documentation. 


To advertise in this section 

ES 01303 817056 


MARRIAGE LICENCES 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 


An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant 
a renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a 
venue for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil 
partnerships:- 

Name of Premises: Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel, 
Hollingbourne, Maidstone 
Applicant: Dominic Di Cara 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 


Bay f; 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 

An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant 
an approval for the following premises to act as a venue for the 
solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: The Alexander Centre, 15-17 Preston Street, 
Faversham 

Applicant: Susan Wilson 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the grant of an approval, 
together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of this 
notice. Objections should be sent to the address below. 

Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME14 1LQ 


tent 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 
An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant 
a renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a 
venue for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil 
partnerships:- 

Name of Premises: The Barn, 1 Lonsdale Gardens, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Applicant: Philippe Sorak 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at 
the address below during normal office hours. Any person may 
give notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the 
grant of approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days 
from the date of this newspaper. Objections should be sent to 
the address below. 

Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


AUCTION SALE ^ 

6TH FEBRUARY 2013 | ) ]( , , ( \ 

By order of Tunbridge f T Wf ClJb 
Wells Borough Council 

Site at Woolley Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, TN4 OLE 

- freehold site (and buildings) with 
planning permission for a detached 
bungalow with parking 

Guide £45,000 

Please call 0208 741 8088 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence 

Jason Bellamy trading as JB’s Haulage Ltd of 34 Tupman 
Close, Rochester, Kent ME1 IRS is applying to change an 
existing license as follows 

To add an operating centre to keep 4 goods vehicles and 3 
trailsers at Ryarsh Business Park, Roughetts Road, 
Ryarsh, West Mailing, Kent ME19 5LR and which applies 
at the operating centre at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at the 
top of this notice. A Guide To Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


PLANNING 


Planning applications 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//12/02077/FUL: 48 Middle Wall, Whitstable, CT5 1BN Construction of first floor rear extension to provide floor space and improve layout. 
Applicant: Mr D Nurse Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00017/FUL: The Glebe, St Mildreds Church, Church Lane, Canterbury Change of use of vacant land for use as a garden for 
educational purposes with associated works including potting sheds and greenhouses for use by adults with a learning disability (Sui Generis Use). 
Applicant: Mr P Bell Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00031/FUL: Former Wyevale Garden Centre, London Road, Upper Harbledown Residential development of 19 no. dwellings, access 
road, car parking, landscaping and associated infrastructure; provision of an 18 space car park for use in association with the village hall (or for 
use as a community tennis court); provision of other community open space; erection of Class B1(a) office buildings (single-storey). 

Applicant: Mr J Whibley Reason: Contrary to development plan and conservation area. 

CA//13/00061/FUL: Millbourne, Wickham Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 IRE Removal of tile hanging to elevations and replacement with Marley 
Eternit Cedral weather boarding, colour white. Replacement of all metal framed windows and side door with uPVC double glazed units. Erection 
of uPVC conservatory on brick dwarf walling to match existing brickwork. Solar panels to be positioned on rear roof pitch. Applicant: Mr Vine 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00069/FUL: 172-174 Mortimer Street, Herne Bay Change of use of two ground floor retail units to two self-contained one bedroom 
apartments. Applicant: W H Properties Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00071/FUL: 13 South Road, Herne Bay, CT 6 5AR Replacement front windows. Applicant: Mrs Willis Reason: Conservation area. 
CA//13/00088/FUL: The Vine House, Bekesbourne Hill, Bekesbourne, CT4 5ED Installation of hanging Kent Peg tiles on southwest facing 
gable end wall. Applicant: Mr Mark Jenner Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00089/FUL: 68 The Hill, Littlebourne, CT3 1TB Loft conversion (incorporating rooflights to front and dormer window to rear) and internal 
alterations including extension and change of pitch to roof. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Hughes Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 
CA//13/00091/ADV: The Prince Albert, Sea Street, Whitstable, CT5 IAN Removal of existing signage and replacement with illuminated signs 
Applicant: Punch Taverns Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00093/FUL: 43 Roper Road, Canterbury, CT2 7EQ Proposed single-storey rear extension and extension to rear roof slope. (Revised 
scheme). Applicant: Mr S Stephens Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00107/FUL: Plough Inn, London Road, Upper Harbledown, CT2 9AW Change of use of public house (Class A4) to single dwelling 
(Class C3), demolition of part of the toilet block and refurbishment of the main building. The construction of a sun space/conservatory. 

Applicant: Mr Bungar Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00108/FUL: 17 Best Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2JB External and internal alterations to house and garage and erection of replacement 
extension. Applicant: Mr C Lloyd and Dr Flavia Silva Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00109/ADV: 32-33 Watling Street, Canterbury, CT1 2AN Proposed fascia sign. Applicant: Whitehead Monckton Reason: Setting of 
listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00111/LB: 17 Best Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2JB External and internal alterations to house and garage and erection of replacement 
extension. Applicant: Mr C Lloyd and Dr Flavia Silva Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/00114/FUL: 12 St Gregory’s Road, Canterbury, CT1 1NT Two-storey side extension. Applicant: Mrs Clout Hart Reason: Setting of 
listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00115/FUL: 12 Daniels Court, Whitstable, CT5 1ET Third-floor extension to corner turret and extension to northwest elevation to provide 
lift to all floors. Applicant: Mr M Sundin Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.management@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 18 February 2013. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 25 January 2013 



THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/ 12 / 2181 /S - ROCK FARM, GIBBS HILL, NETTLESTEAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 5HT - Amendments 
to application MA/11/0550 (Rebuilding of stables to form accommodation for holiday let) being changes to 
the car parking arrangement and amenity space. Reason: 1 

MA/ 12 / 2185 /N - THE STABLES, GREEN HILL, OTHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 8RR - Retrospective 
application for the change of use of land to garden land and erection of summerhouse and decking. 

Reason: 1 2 

MA/ 12 / 2276 /S - ROYDON FARM, PYE CORNER, ULCOMBE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1EG - Variation of 
conditions 1 and 2 of planning permission reference MA/03/2369 (change of use of land to a mixed use of 
agricultural and residential for the stationing of one mobile home and one touring caravan and utility room 
for gypsy family) to enable the stationing of two additional mobile homes for an extended gypsy family. 

Reason: 7 

MA/ 12 / 2296 /N - EARLS, 30, EARL STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 IPS - Listed building consent for 
replacement of existing single exit door on first floor with double door and reduction in width of adjacent 
sash window. Reason: 3 

MA/ 12 / 2299 /N - EARLS, 30, EARL STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 IPS - Replacement of existing 
single exit door on first floor with double door and reduction in width of adjacent sash window. Reason: 1 
2 

MA/ 12 / 2300 /N - MAITLANDS FARM, WOODSIDE GREEN, LENHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 2ES - 
Erection of an extension to a new grain store. Reason: 1 

MA/ 12 / 2303 /S - CONCORDE HOUSE, 10, LONDON ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 8QA - Change of 
use and works to convert the existing building to 73 residential units with associated access, parking and 
landscaping. Reason: 1 2 6 

MA/ 12 / 2316 /S - LAND SOUTH OF ST PETERS CHURCH, CHURCH HILL, BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA, KENT 
- Change of use of land from agriculture to churchyard to provide an extension to the existing churchyard 
to be used for interment of cremated remains, burials and a remembrance garden. Reason: 1 
MA/ 12 / 2327 /N - 5, PLANTATION LANE, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 4BH - Erection of single 
storey side and rear extension to include garage. Reason: 1 

MA/ 13 / 0011 /S - WESTREE HOUSE, 2, WESTREE ROAD, MAIDSTONE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 8HB - 
Listed Building Consent for installation of a fire door between Studio 4 & Studio 3. Reason: 3 
MA/ 13 / 0014 /S - BARDINGLEY FARM, BABYLON LANE, HAWKENBURY, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 OEG - 
Erection of a timber conservatory to replace existing and installation of timber bi-fold doors to rear 
elevation of dwelling. Reason: 3 

MA/ 13 / 0043 /N - BROOK HOUSE, LOWER STREET, LEEDS, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1RR - Application 
for listed building consent to replace existing conservatory with white hardwood conservatory. Reason: 3 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 -Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 -Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 -Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 -Application is Major Development. 

7 -Application affects a Public Right of Way. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 10 th February 
2013 quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 27th January 2013. 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 
13/00099/FUL Colt Cottage Postern Lane, Capel 

- Change of use from agricultural land to residential curtilage (LB) 

12/03497/LBC 27 High Street Cranbrook, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Reinstatement of upper part of building as self-contained dwelling. 
Structural repairs, including chimney reconstruction and facade repairs (works already carried 
out) (LB) 

13/00051/FUL The Find Stone Street, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Change of use to shop and offices with ancillary storage. (LB) (CA) 

13/00052/LBC The Find Stone Street, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Change of use to shop and offices with ancillary storage, new signage 
(LB) 

12/03134/HOUSE Holmans Slip Mill Lane, Hawkhurst 

- French doors to replace casement window in East elevation (LB) 

12/03138/LBC Holmans Slip Mill Lane, Hawkhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: French doors to replace casement window in East elevation (LB) 

12/03443/HOUSE Holmans Slip Mill Lane, Hawkhurst 

- Alterations to pool house to include two new windows, install two chimney flues, remove 
existing brick chimney. Add timber louvres on right hand bay, reconfigure left hand bay for wood 
storage and reduce plant room size (LB) 

12/03446/LBC Holmans Slip Mill Lane, Hawkhurst 

- Listed building consent - Alterations to pool house to include two new windows, install two 
chimney flues, remove existing brick chimney. Add timber louvres on right hand bay, reconfigure 
left hand bay for wood storage and reduce plant room size (LB) 

13/00027/LBC Rowan Cottage Attwaters Lane, Hawkhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Replacement of one first floor single glazed timber framed window (LB) 

13/00070/OUTMJ OS Plot 6447 Adjacent Dormers 12 Bayham Road, Pantiles 

& St Marks 

- Outline (Access not reserved) - Erection of up to 45 dwellings including associated access and 
parking, utilities and service infrastructure, amenity space, open space and landscaping for The 
Fairfield Partnership (MAJOR) (DEVPLN) 

13/00045/HOUSE 17 Calverley Park Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Replacement of existing gates with electronically automated gates (LB) (CA) 

13/00117/LBC The Malt House Queen Street, Sandhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Change in position of doors to rear elevation of garden room (LB) 
(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning Services 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall 

Royal Tunbridge Wells 

TNI IRS "•VKSt 

Dated: 26 January 2013 


Folkestone 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/0007/SH - The Old School House The Square Elham 
Canterbury Kent - Listed building consent for removal of existing 
partition wall, erection of new partitions to form 3 ensuite 
bathrooms to first floor. 

Y12/1099/SH - St Michaels Church Church Hill Hawkinge 
Folkestone Kent - Listed building consent for installation of 
woodburner flue. 

Y13/0026/SH+ - Slaybrook Hall Sandling Road Sandling Hythe 
Kent - Listed Building Consent for the demolition of internal 
partition walls and blocking of existing opening to ground floor 
Y13/0009/SH# - 1 Sycamore Gardens Dymchurch Romney 
Marsh Kent TN29 OLA - Erection of a ground floor canopy 
structure to the rear elevation. 

Y12/0810/SH - Holt Lodge School Hill Bodsham Ashford Kent - 
Change of use from a stable block to holiday let accommodation, 
together with external alterations and patio area. 

Y13/0027/SH - Cordova Court Sandgate Road Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2HQ - Felling of one Sycamore and re-pollarding of six 
further Sycamore trees, all situated within a conservation area 
Y13/0021/SH - Walnut Tree House High Street Elham Canterbury 
Kent - Installation of weatherboarding to replace existing tile 
hanging to first floor external walls 

Y12/1143/SH+ - Brockhill Park Performing Arts College Sandling 
Road Saltwood Hythe Kent - Erection of a single storey 
replacement arts facility building following demolition of an 
existing building. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition to 
the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise here 
Cali 01303 
817056 

WWW. 

kentnews 

.co.uk 



wa 




BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it's setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

7. This application affects trees covered by a Tree Preservation 
Order. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 11 FEBRUARY 2013. 

SW/12/1019: 

Construction of Solar Farm comprising up to 7000 solar panels, 
plus associated equipment, cabling & works - New Kaine Farm, 
Holywell Lane, UPCHURCH; REASON 3 
SW/12/1596: 

Construction of 5 x 4 bedroom detached dwellings and associated 
vehicle parking plus realignment of Rook Lane including new 
access to mast and new section of roadway to waterworks - Land 
at Rook Lane, BOBBING; REASON 7 
SW/13/0002: 

Proposed erection of a single detached 4 bed house and detached 
garage, on land to the side of an existing dwelling - Land adjacent 
Glazedale, Bannister Hill, BORDEN; REASON 1 
SW/13/0005: 

Proposed single storey rear extension - 44 Spillett Close, 

FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

SW/13/0008: 

Removal of two prefabricated buildings, to be replaced by new 
weatherboarded pavilion with slate roof, new small tennis practice 
courts and rebound fence - Faversham Tennis Club, Faversham 
Recreation Ground, Park Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/13/0012: 

Proposed new front entrance door in timber. To replace existing 
plate glass - 20 East Street, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/13/0014: 

New first floor windows to lounge of existing residential Oast 
house - Vine Farm Oast, Stockers Hill, BOUGHTON, REASONS 
1 &2 

SW/13/0015: 

Conversion and enlargement of existing farm building to two 
storey showroom and storage - Farm Building, Vine Farm, 
Stockers Hill, BOUGHTON; REASON 2 
SW/13/0016: 

Installation of stainless steel flue, painted black - Sutton Barn, 

Sutton Baron Road, BORDEN; REASON 2 

SW/13/0031: 

Increasing the capacity of the existing church car park from 9 to 22 
spaces - Land to North East of Kettle Hill Road, EASTLING; 
REASONS 1 & 2 
TN/13/0007: 

Installation of one broadband cabinet within pavement to front of 
store - O/s Iceland Foods PLC, Unit 3, 90-102 High Street, 
SHEERNESS; REASONS 1 & 2 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


To advertise in this section 

H 01303 817056 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) 
ORDER 2010 AND UNDER THE PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) ACT 1990 

KCC/SE/0439/2012 - Proposed development at 
Otford Primary School, High Street, Otford, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 5PG 

KCC Property Group is applying to the Kent County 
Council Planning Applications Group for planning 
permission for the demolition of the existing 
swimming pool building and erection of a new 
buildingto accommodate three additional classrooms 
with associated welfare facilities and an extension to 
the existing school hall. The proposed development 
adjoins a Conservation Area and may affect its 
character and/or appearance. 

You may view this application at Sevenoaks District 
Council, Council Offices, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent, TN13 1HG. 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF APPLICATION 
FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
ACCOMPANIED BY AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 
KCC/SH/0381/2011 - Proposed development at 
Dungeness Borrow Pit, Dungeness, 

Romney Marsh, Kent, TN29 9NA 
EDF Energy Nuclear Generation Ltd and the 
Environment Agency has submitted further 
environmental information under regulation (22) of the 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2011 in support of 
application reference KCC/SH/0381/2011 for shingle 
recycling for the purpose of flood defence. The original 
application was accompanied by an environmental 
statement. The proposed development is within the 
Dungeness Conservation Area and is likely to affect its 
character and/or appearance. The proposed 
development also affects a public right of way. 
Members of the public may obtain copies of the 
original environmental statement and further 
information submitted from Halcrow Group, Burderop 
Park, Swindon, SN4 oQD Tel: 01793 816360 so long as 
stocks last, at a reasonable charge. 

You may view this application at Shepway District 
Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, 
Kent, CT20 2QY or at the One Stop Service Lydd, 
Guildhall, Lydd, Kent, TN29 9AJ. 

Alternatively, details of all applications can be 
viewed on Kent County Council's website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices 
in Maidstone at the address below during all 
reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to 
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this 
notice. Please quote the application reference 
number and note that comments may be drawn to the 
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other 
interested persons and may include publishing on the 
District Council website. 


Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 27th January 2013 
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HIGHWAYS - in the city of 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (CANTERBURY)(TRAFFIC REGULATION AND STREET 
PARKING PLACES)(AMENDMENT NO I) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL propose to make the above 
Order under sections I (I), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(I) and (2), 32(I), 35(I), 45, 46, 49 and 
53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after 
consultation with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
Act: 

The effect of the Order will be to amend the Kent County Council (Canterbury) (Traffic 
Regulation and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2012 by varying existing 
charges relating to parking in Canterbury. 

Increase to charges for on-street pay and display parking: 

Increase hourly charge from £ I to £ 1. 10 
Increase to charges for on-street permits: 

Canterbury Residents’ On-Street Permits - City Centre zone - increase from £125 to £138 
Canterbury Residents’ On-Street Permits - 2 hour zone - increase from £75 to £83 
Canterbury Residents’ On-Street Permits - 4 hour zone - increase from £55 to £60 
Canterbury On-Street Business Users’ Permits - increase from £355 to £390 
Canterbury Visitors’ Permits - increase from £3.50 to £4 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (HERNE BAY)(TRAFFIC REGULATION AND STREET 
PARKING PLACES)(AMENDMENT NO I) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL propose to make the above 
Order under sections I (I), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(I) and (2), 32(I), 35(I), 45, 46, 49 and 
53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after 
consultation with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
Act: 

The effect of the Order will be to amend the Kent County Council (Herne Bay) (Traffic 
Regulation and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2012 by varying existing 
charges relating to parking in Herne Bay. 

Increase to charges for on-street pay and display parking in Central Parade: 

Increase hourly charge from 60p to 70p. 

Increase to charges for on-street permits: 

Herne Bay Residents’ On-Street Permits - increase from £50 to £55 
Herne Bay Market Traders’ Permits - increase from £32 to £35 
Herne Bay Business Users’ Permits - increase from £120 to £132 
Herne Bay Visitors’ Permits - increase from £1.60 to £1.80 



THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (WHITSTABLE)(TRAFFIC REGULATION AND STREET 
PARKING PLACES)(AMENDMENT NO I) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL propose to make the above Order 
under sections I (I), 2( I) to (3), 3(2), 4( I) and (2), 32( I), 35( I), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after consultation 
with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The effect of the Order will be to amend the Kent County Council (Whitstable) (Traffic 
Regulation and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2012 by varying existing 
charges relating to parking in Whitstable. 

Increase to charges for on-street pay and display parking in Beach Walk: 

Up to 30 minutes - increase from 30p to 40p 
30 minutes to I hour - increase from 60p to 70p 
I hour to 4 hours - increase from £2.40 to £2.80 
Increase to charges for on-street permits: 

Whitstable Residents’ On-Street Permits - increase from £50 to £55 
Whitstable Visitors’ Permits - increase from £1.60 to £1.80 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (CANTERBURY RURAL PARISHES) (TRAFFIC 
REGULATION AND STREET PARKING PLACES)(AMENDMENT NO I) ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL propose to make the above Order 
under sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4( I) and (2), 32( I), 35( I), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after consultation 
with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The effect of the Order will be to amend the Kent County Council (Canterbury Rural 
Parishes) (Traffic Regulation and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2012 by 
varying existing charges relating to parking in Sturry. 

Increase to charges for on-street permits: 

Sturry Residents’ On-Street Permits - increase from £55 to £60 

Full details are contained in the draft orders which, together with a statement of the 
council’s reasons for proposing to make the orders and a copy of any orders which will be 
amended by the proposed orders, may be examined at the Canterbury City Council Offices 
in Military Road, Canterbury or William Street, Herne Bay during normal office hours. 

If you wish to object to the proposed orders you should write, stating the grounds for 
your objection, to the Transportation Manager, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, 
Canterbury, CTI IYW. Alternatively you may email your response to transportation© 
canterbury.gov.uk. Your submission must be received by noon on Friday 15 February. 

If you have any questions concerning the proposed orders or require further information 
please email the city council’s Transportation Team or telephone 01227 862 544 Monday 
to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm. 

This Notice is published on behalf of Kent County Council, 

Highways and Transportation, Enterprise and Environment, 

County Hall, Maidstone, ME 14 2XQ. 
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Kent BRIDE Magazine 
is on sale NOW! 


Over £5,000 of 
prizes to be won 



Plus 

• Real-life weddings • Venues • Bridal stores • Photographers • Florists • Wedding cars 

• Groom dress hire • Wedding cakes and so much more. 


Kent BRIDE is on sale now at all good retail outlets archant}kos media 

or call 01303 817072 to order for home delivery. 

You can order your copy online by visiting: www.buyamag.co.uk/kentbride 
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CRICKET 


Pictures: GETTY 


Hurt of T20 final 
loss will spur us 
on to defend title, 
says Greenway 

England’s women cricketers begin the defence of 
their World Cup title in India this week. Greg Miles 
learns that four Kent ladies will play a big part. 


ENGLAND’S cricket team will be looking to 
continue their near-domination of the women’s 
game by defending their World Cup crown in 
India this week. 

It’s been a remarkable decade for the women’s 
game as the honours have stacked up under 
the stewardship of Kent and England captain 
Charlotte Edwards. 

That international success has also been 
copied domestically, with Kent riding high in the 
county championships and boasting six England 
regulars in their ranks. 

Four of those - Edwards, Tammy Beaumont, 
Laura Marsh and Lydia Green way - are a part of 
the squad in the subcontinent. 

England claimed the title with a nerve-racking 
four-wicket win over New Zealand four years 
ago when Greenway was just 23. 

Now, at 27, she’s one of the more senior 
members of the side, having been a part of 
that victory while also tasting disappoint¬ 
ment in the four-run T20 World Cup 
final defeat to Australia in October. 

The batswoman from Orping¬ 
ton is hoping the pain of that 
loss will give England the 
edge in the 50-over format of 
the game this time around. 

“I think it’s still quite a fresh 
disappointment, so to 
have another big 
tournament come 
round quickly is good 



GROUP A FIXTURES 


Saturday, February 2 
England v Sri Lanka - Wankhede 
Stadium, Mumbai. 3.30am start. 
Monday, February 4 
India v England - Middle Income 
Group Ground, Bandra, Mumbai. 
3.30am start. 

Wednesday, February 6 
England v West Indies - Brabourne 
Stadium, Mumbai. 9am start. 


Final scheduled for Sunday, February 17, 
9am start. (GMT start times) 


for us,” she said. “Even though it’s a differ¬ 
ent format of the game, it can give us that 
extra drive. We don’t really want to dwell 
on it too much.” 

While Greenway concedes they might 
be favourites, she is ignoring the fact that 
they’re defending champions, acknow¬ 
ledging there’s more of a level playing 
field in the sport these days. 

“Obviously, having won it in 
the past, it gives us a reas¬ 
surance that we know 
what we’re doing. 

§ But that was a long 
90 time ago,” she said. 



LEGEND: “We want to make sure we play one game at a 

Kent and time and not get ahead of ourselves - we are 

England good at doing that - and hopefully things can 

captain take care of themselves. 

Charlotte “Things have been brought closer together in 

Edwards terms of skill levels in international cricket. We 

(above) might be favourites, but we won’t focus on that.” 

and Lydia Greenway admits the Kent link should prove 

Greenway beneficial on the international stage. 

(left) are key “As a team we’re in a good place,” she said, 
members of “We have got more senior players now. The 
England’s amount of caps we have got is quite a high 
World Cup number. We have a good balance, 
squad “World Cups are what you train for. It’s the 

pinnacle of our sport. We want to go out and 
make the most of the opportunity. ” 

■ England Women’s games will be broadcast 
on BBC Radio, and 10 games from across the 
competition, including the final, will be shown 
live on Sky Sports. 


FACT FILE ON. 


Name: 

Tamsin Beaumont 

Born: 

March 11,1991, Dover 

Position: 

Batting wicketkeeper 

England ODI debut: v 

West Indies, November 
2009.14 not out. 

High score: 

Kent v Surrey-136 

FOR Tammy Beaumont 
the World Cup represents 
a new chapter in her 
flourishing career. 

The 21-year-old, who 
first picked up a bat at 
Sandwich Cricket Club, 
has quickly established 
herself in Kent's 
successful side, opening 
the batting with Charlotte 
Edwards. However, she's 
had to be patient in the 
national side, with Sarah 
Taylor keeping heron 
the sidelines. 

Beaumount- picked 
for the 2009 World Cup 
win, but not the T20 
squad in October- 
has seen big changes 
during her short time in 
the game. 

"I think it's definitely 
got a lot bigger since I 
started playing," she said. 

"The number of 
women clubs now is still 
growing and it's brilliant. 
It's down to the success 
of the girls from the 
2009 winning squad. 

"It was in Australia, so 
I was staying up late to 
watch the first 15 overs 
of it and then recording it 
and watching the rest in 
the morning." 


FOOTBALL 

Darts lose frontman 
Crawford to Barnet 

DARTFORD have lost star striker Harry Crawford 
to League Two side Barnet. 

The young striker signed at the Princes Park 
Stadium in the summer following his release by 
Southend United, going on to score 12 goals in 
24 appearances. 

Barnet, managed by Dutch legend Edgar 
Davids, lodged a seven-day approach for the 
frontman last week and signed him on a three- 
year contract on Thursday. 

A statement from Dartford said: "When 
Harry joined DFC he stressed he wanted to 
return to full-time football as soon as possible. 

"As advised from his agent he did not want to 
commit to a contract. 

"We would like to thank Harry for his time 
here at DFC and wish him the best of luck." 


SPEEDWAY 

Mason confirmed as 
Kent Kings captain 

THE first details have been revealed about 
the county's new speedway team based in 
Sittingbourne. 

The team, who will be based at Sittingbourne's 
greyhound stadium, Central Park, will be known 
as the Kent Kings. They have already signed up 
their team captain for the National League 
season, which starts in May. 

Former Conference League champion David 
Mason will lead the team, which is expected to 
feature a number of young riders. 

The Kings will be managed by John Sampford, 
who moves from the Rye House Rockets. 

Race nights will be on Mondays, with the 
first meeting scheduled for Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 6. 

■ Visit www.kentkings.com for information 


FOOTBALL 

Essam leaves Gills for 
League One challenge 

CONNOR Essam has joined Crawley Town on a 
free transfer. 

The 20-year-old defender has signed a two- 
and-a-half-year contract at the League One 
club after being made available for transfer by 
Gillingham boss Martin Allen. 

"Things haven't worked out for me at 
Gillingham this season, but I feel I have a lot to 
offer and Crawley is getting a reputation for 
developing young players. I think I can improve 
here and hopefully help the boys push on 
towards the play-offs," he said. 

Essam made 18 appearances at the club after 
making his debut against Southend United last 
February. He also had loan spells at Dover 
Athletic, Dartford, Bishops Stortford and Luton 
Town. 


CRICKET 

Northeast chosen for 
MCC tour with greats 

KENT'S Sam Northeast has been named in the 
MCC squad to play in the UAE in March. 

He will represent the MCC in a match against 
county champions Warwickshire at the Zayed 
International Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi from 
Sunday to Wednesday, March 24-27. 

Hampshire's Jimmy Adams and Northeast 
will be making their debuts for the club and be 
joined at the top of the MCC batting order by 
Middlesex and former Kent favourite Joe Denly 
and Indian legend Rahul Dravid. 

Before the Champion County match, MCC 
will play against Sussex and Warwickshire in 
the Emirates Airline Twenty20 Trophy on 
Thursday and Friday, March 21-22, at Dubai's 
Sevens Stadium. South African and Durham 
player Dale Benkenstein will captain the side. 
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BOB SKELETON 

Yarnold reflects on life-changing 
year ahead of World Champs bid 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

IT all ended in tears for Lizzy Yarnold at last 
year’s bob skeleton World Championships - tears 
of joy as she defied the odds to pick up a bronze 
medal. 

It proved a life-changing moment for the 
24-year-old from West Kingsdown, who this 
weekend heads to St Moritz in Switzerland for 
the 2013 World Championships. 

That medal enabled her to become a full-time 
athlete as it triggered performance-related fund¬ 
ing from UK Sport. She has been able to devote 
more time to training, which has paid dividends 
this season as she is leading the way for Great 
Britain in the World Cup series of events, which 
started in November. 

There is just one race to go after the World 
Championships and, as she is fourth in the stand¬ 
ings, is in with a good chance of snatching a 
medal position come the end of the season. All 
in all, there is plenty to smile about with just a 
year to go until the 2014 Winter Olympics in 
Sochi, Russia. 

She was fourth going into her final run last 
year and clinched third in emotional fashion, 
ahead of fellow Brits Shelley Rudman and 2010 
Olympic gold-medallist Amy Williams. 

“I just burst out crying,” she said. “It was quite 
embarrassing. I was lucky to have all my family 
there. They are all coming out to St Moritz this 
time as well. 

“After the first day, I was in the top six. I knew 
I just needed to be more consistent and keep 
perfecting. It’s all about learning and getting 
instant feedback from the track while you race. 

“It was a massive achievement, above my ex¬ 
pectation and hopes. It set me up -1 could train 
in the summer. It put me in an ideal position two 
years before the Olympics. 

“I’m going through the same processes as 
before, having fun and focusing on learning 
the track. ” 

Yarnold is taking part in the team event this 
Sunday, before her individual bob-skeleton runs 
on Thursday and Friday. The team event is made 
up of a male and female bobsleigh team and a 
male and female skeleton rider. The team with 
the best cumulative time wins. And, likewise for 
the individual event, the rider with the best total 



Skeleton - the facts 

Bob skeleton isn’t a sport for the faint¬ 
hearted. 

It is best described as sliding down a 
bobsleigh track on a tea tray, as shown 
above by Lizzy Yarnold. 

Riders travel up to speeds of 80mph 
just a couple of inches above the ice. 

They steer and stay on the ‘tea tray’, 
which has no brakes, by shifting their 
body weight from left to right. 

It is, as you can imagine, a sport with 
its dangers. Yarnold herself had a lucky 
escape earlier this season when she 
blacked out because of the G-force as 
she hurtled down the track in Whistler, 
Canada, on a training run. 

The St Moritz track hosting the World 
Championships is 1,700 metres Long 
and has a vertical drop of 130m and an 
average gradient of 8.14 per cent. 


rides from four runs claims victory. There is no 
room for error as the 0.36s gap between third 
and gold last year showed. 

She is excited about the prospect of racing on 
the athletes’ favourite track at St Moritz. It’s one 
that poses a new challenge every visit as it is re¬ 
iced and re-shaped each season, giving it a com¬ 
pletely different and much smoother ride than 
the modern artificial tracks. 

“It’s similar in the way the corners are left and 
right, but they can be sprayed or shaved differ¬ 
ently,” she said. “Every morning I get up and 
walk the tracks and have a look at the corners. 

“As with every competition I just try to do my 
best and focus on what I need to focus on. Skel¬ 
eton is an extremely complex sport - you can 
find yourself thinking about each corner, or each 
hundredth of a second. We do use data to do our 
best - we would be silly not to. ” 

While being positive, she insists that she’s not 
one for making bold predictions: “I never think 
about failure or what I might not achieve. I only 
focus on what I will achieve, what I intend to 
achieve. An important thing about performance 
sport is not to set yourself up to fail.” 


FOOTBALL 

Three Lions call-up for keepers in 
run-up to Turkey's semi-final visit 



MAINSTAY: England regular Preston Edwards 


TWO Kent keepers have been called up for 
England C's match against Turkey next month. 

Welling United's Sam Mott and Ebbsfleet 
United's Preston Edwards are in Paul 
Fairclough's side for the International Challenge 
Trophy semi-final on Tuesday, February 5, at 
Dartford's Princes Park stadium. 

Edwards, 23, has been a mainstay of the non- 
professional England squad, while it's a first 
call-up for Mott, a regular between the sticks in 
Jamie Day’s side this season. 

Manager Paul Fairclough, who is also 
director of football at League Two side Barnet, 
is expecting a tough test against what is 
effectively Turkey's B side and Likely to feature 
experienced players from their top clubs. 

"I have seen videos of their recent matches 


and had them watched when they defeated 
Wales in November," he said. 

"They are a very skilful group, but I have great 
faith in my players and if the squad remains fit 
and there are no Late movements in the current 
transfer window then I am confident of a 
positive outcome at Dartford next month." 

England finished second in their group in the 
two-group tournament. The top two from each 
group qualified for the semi-finals. If they had 
finished top they would have faced Norway. 

The Three Lions qualified courtesy of table- 
toppers Russia drawing with third-placed Italy. 
An Italy win would have seen England's run in 
the competition end. 

Kick-off is 7.45pm and tickets are free, but 
fans are encouraged to pre-register. 
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This season marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Gills being known 
as Gillingham, having originally being 
founded as New Brompton. We are 
celebrating those we think deserve a 
place in the team of the century. 


STEVE BRUCE 


DOB: 

December 31,1960 

Gills stats: 

205 appearances, 
29 goals 

Clubs: Gillingham, 
Norwich, Man Utd, 
Birmingham City, 
Sheffield United 



STEVE Bruce was a promising schoolboy 
footballer but was rejected by several 
professional clubs as a youngster - until 
her earned his big break at Priestfield. 

He was about to start work as an 
apprentice plumber at a dockyard when 
he was offered a trial along with Peter 
Beardsley, who he played with at the 
famous Wallsend Boys club in north-east 
England. 

Gills manager Gerry Summers spotted 
him at an international youth 
tournament playing for Wallsend and 
offered Bruce, who was playing as a 
midfielder at the time, a chance. 

He was given an apprenticeship and 
moulded into a centre back under the 
guidance of Gillingham’s legendary youth 
coach Bill ‘Buster’ Collins. 

Bruce spent his first season in 1978/79 
in the club’s reserves, and remarkably 
finished as the top goalscorer with 18 to 
his name. 

In January 1979, he was selected for 
England’s youth team and went on to 
gain eight caps, playing in the 1980 
European under-18 championship. 

He was almost given his debut at the 
end of the 1978/79 season, but Summers 
decided against it at the last minute 
with the club chasing promotion from the 
Third Division. 

But Bruce made his senior bow the 
following season, on August 11, in a 
League Cup tie against Luton Town. 

It was a debut season to remember as 
he won the player of the year award. 

He was later twice voted into the PFA’s 
Third Division team of the year. 

He eventually got his big move to 
Division One side Norwich City in August 
1984 for a fee of about £130,000. 
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■ So, do you 
agree? 

Send in your 
opinions on our 
choice or who 
you think wouLd 
have been a 
better option. 
Email greg. 
miles@ 
archant.co.uk 
or write to 
Sport, KOS 
Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth 
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SLM Vauxhall 

Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, 
KentTN2 3UY 


01892 597094 

www.slmvauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 67.3 (4.2), Extra-urban: 27.4(10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 80.7 (3.5). CO 2 emissions: 324 - 94g/km. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee or Indemnity may be required. Finance supplied by eitherVauxhall Motor Finance RH11SR orVauxhall Finance, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Offer applies to private individuals, All other customers are excluded. Offer available on 
orders or registrations before 31st January 2013. Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, 
finance is subject to status. E&OE. 
















